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Editorial
The Rev Dr Timothy Tow, founder of the Bible-Presbyterian Church in

Singapore and Malaysia and of the Far Eastern Bible College, was promoted
to glory on 20 April 2009 at 88 years of age. Not ever wanting to retire from
God’s service, he served the Lord till the very end. He pressed “toward the
mark for the prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus” (Phil 3:14) and
was indeed “faithful unto death” (Rev 2:10). He knew what was truly
valuable in life, for his life verse was Mark 8:36, “For what shall it profit a
man, if he shall gain the whole world, and lose his own soul?”

Son of a mother’s vow, he was born again in the Singapore Pentecost
under the great Chinese evangelist Dr John Sung, and trained at Faith
Theological Seminary in USA under the famed 20th Century Reformation
leader Dr Carl McIntire. He was the founding pastor of Life Bible-
Presbyterian Church, and pastored that church for 53 years. In 2003, he
resigned from Life Bible-Presbyterian Church to found True Life Bible-
Presbyterian Church so that he might continue to teach and defend the
biblical doctrine of the verbal and plenary preservation of the Holy
Scriptures (Ps 12:6-7, Matt 5:28, 24:35, John 10:35), that the Holy Scriptures
are not only infallible and inerrant in the past but also infallible and inerrant
today, and they are precisely the Hebrew Masoretic Text and the Greek
Textus Receptus on which the Authorised or King James Version is based.

In memory of the late Rev Dr Timothy Tow, this issue of The Burning
Bush contains selected eulogies of those who had come under his godly
influence. Readers and biographers are hereby directed to many other
testimonies published in the March-June 2009 issue of Bible Witness, and the
forthcoming Sabbatical Jubilee magazine of True Life Bible-Presbyterian
Church. This issue includes an essay by Mr Lim Seh Beng on the lessons he
has learned from a study of the history of the Bible-Presbyterian Church, and
a testimony by Rev Tow himself on how he was given to the Lord by his
mother who prayed that he as eldest son would become a pastor.

May the Lord use this edition of The Burning Bush to call someone to
consecrate his or her life to serve Him full-time in these last days before He
returns. “Then saith he unto his disciples, The harvest truly is plenteous, but
the labourers are few; Pray ye therefore the Lord of the harvest, that he will
send forth labourers into his harvest” (Matt 9:37, 38).
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I REMEMBER TIMOTHY TOW
(1920 – 2009)

Cherished Impressions of My Father
John Shanton Tow

I was with my father when he set out for theological training in
China. A little lad then, I did not understand why we had only peanuts for
dinner. His sacrificial living has made me a man who will never waste
anything.

I was pretty much on my own the years he was away for theological
training in America. That has made me a man who knows the importance
of family, and of parental love and guidance.

I saw how hard he worked when he pastored Life Church Prinsep
Street. He gave me the bike he got around on when he went visiting. All
through my high school years, I rode it, rain or shine, and I understood.

I saw his zeal in serving the Lord, and till today, I have not seen his
equal. No not here in America, or anywhere else. His was a labour of
love. He gave of his all. Often all his money. He sacrificed even his
family.

I was with him when people would thrust large envelopes of cash
into his hand for his many building projects. He raised millions upon
millions. I saw how honest he was in seeing to their proper disbursement.

I went with him to the building sites and realised how hard it was to
work with the many dishonest contractors there. His untiring efforts to
get the most for the Lord’s money even wore me out.

I saw how giving he was when he would help those in money
troubles with what little he made. He helped me too, not too long
ago, and he gave me all his salary. I learn about a father’s love from that.

There were those who did not appreciate him like I did. I
remember as a kid, when I went with him to pick up the loan payment
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due him. It was not there. I saw his disappointment. I knew how sad he
was. 

Through the years, I have seen many people let him down. Yet, he
never complained much. His cross was his to bear. But still, I could tell
how disappointed he was. Like two years ago, when I dropped in on him. 

Here was a man, a modern Magellen, if I may, who with great
foresight, ranged far afield in search of places to plant the Gospel seed,
and gave the flower of his youth for His service; whose many Gospel
outreaches in this part of Asia do boggle my mind!

Here is a man I have even thought in my musings to be so like God,
our Father. Why, he was always there when I needed him. He never gave
up on me.

He was always longsuffering and gentle, kind and understanding. He
never took me to task for not having finished Bible school. He would
simply remind me of my calling, and encourage me to “serve the Lord.”

He was always there with words of wisdom when I needed
guidance. His words to me a long, long time ago when I was getting
ready to fletch and fly was: “The Lord will be your sun and shield.”

I shall never forget that! I believe that because of his faithfulness,
and his sacrifices, the Lord truly has been my sun and shield. All these
many years of sojourn here in this waste-howling wilderness, and I am
still the sane old John!

A Man of God
Jonathan Tow

Many of you know my father well. Some have co-laboured with
him, many pastored by him, perhaps a number saved through him, and
some taught by him. Regardless, many would agree that he was truly a
man of God.

As Rev Tow’s son, I have seen my father’s life, both in the church
and in the family. He was godly and devout. To me, he was a most gentle,
patient, forgiving, generous, honest, loving, selfless, compassionate,
gracious, loyal and obedient Christian. He practised what he preached.
And, he always put God first. As a family, we witnessed this daily.

I just want to briefly share with you how my father was a man of
faith and prayer. When confronted with situations, he always looked to
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the Lord for guidance and comfort. He recognised the sovereign will of
God, and waited on His providence. Even in darkest moments and times
of grave disappointment, he never blamed God, nor did he vilify those
that treated him with evil intent. He was always calm and urged us to be
like Jesus, like when Jesus prayed to His heavenly Father.

Even when my father was faced with physical infirmities in his old
age, he never complained. He always said to trust his Saviour. There were
times I questioned the Lord why certain things befell my father, a most
faithful servant of God. Each time I tried to solicit some response from
my father, he always pointed to the will of God. Such was his total faith
in God, as he would say, “Trust the Lord, He has a plan in your life,
commit to Him”.

During his ministry, it was not uncommon for my father to give his
entire salary to further God’s work. It was natural as men of flesh to
sometimes feel worried what tomorrow holds should my father be called
home to the Lord early. We had some common fears, since my father, in
worldly terms, owned nothing; no property and barely a nominal bank
account. But he always responded spiritually, that we must have faith,
trust the Lord and He will provide. The Lord is faithful, and the material,
is immaterial.

In terms of prayer, my father always focused on seeking God’s will
through earnest prayer. He never offered worldly advice, but always
pointed to God’s will and seeking after His word. Also, when in doubt, he
would tell you to pray. Pray, pray and pray. When we were young, we had
our own family prayer meeting. In recent times, with his grandchildren,
he would teach them to pray and bless them with his prayers.

When I look back, sometimes I wonder how it is possible to live like
the great men of faith in the Bible. How to lead godly lives in all aspects.
While he was certainly not perfect, I have seen my father to be a good
example, and encouragement, that we can emulate, and achieve.

Finally, I want to share what I see to be a “thread” that binds these
attributes of my father together. To me, it was his desire to show us that
as a father, to love his family, was to demonstrate the love of God, our
heavenly Father, to us all. It is not about wealth, or promises, it is about
simple faith, and trust in the Lord. This also required us to love the Lord.

My father understood that as a father, he was but a temporary
guardian. He showed us that our true Father is God eternal. When my
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father departs, we do not remain fatherless. Like him, we have the same
eternal Father. That to me, is a key essence he imparted to us.

I am privileged to share in his life. I thank God that I was able to
return to Singapore last month (March 2009) for two weeks. My father
was in good health and continued to have a clear and lucid mind. His eye-
sight remained perfect and he was still able to read in Chinese. He also
read the newspapers and even asked me some international relations
questions, as I was working in New York. But what struck me most was
his profound humour. During the two weeks, he must have been a little
irritated that I kept asking him the same question, “Dad, how are you?”
He usually nodded silently. On the final night before I returned to New
York, I asked the same question a couple of times. This time, he grinned,
and asked the same question back, “Son, how are you?” I smiled. I was
stumped. I saw what he meant. It was a profound response. We both
understood.

I thank the Lord that my father returned to his heavenly Father
peacefully in his sleep, and during a time when his health had
significantly improved. It was to me, a remarkable and glorious return.
The Lord, to me, did not forsake His faithful servant. The Lord, to me,
returned as appropriate and just, to my father, a healthy physical and
mental state, to honour him and to prove His power and love. And then,
He bid my father welcome home.

Big Brother
Tow Siew Yong

In the early fifties I stayed with Big Brother in his HDB flat at Kim
Pong Road. As pastor of a young church he worked tirelessly day and
night. He had also to chauffeur his children to and from school daily. His
sitting room was turned into a church office, much to the dismay of
Sister-in-law Nancy. This make-shift church office was crammed with
office equipment. The older children, John and Lehia, were the main
office assistants. Together with other young people they printed church
weeklies, articles, tracts and pamphlets etc. It was a hive of activity.

Hardship and privation did not deter Big Brother. He was willing to
suffer for the work of God’s Kingdom. He had great faith and trust in
God for all his needs. In his book Son of a Mother’s Vow he quoted Psalm
34:10, “The young lions do lack, and suffer hunger: but they that seek the
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LORD shall not want any good thing.” This expressed his faith in God. In
1950 his mission for the Lord had just begun. For the next five decades
he wholeheartedly served the Lord, ministering and preaching the
Gospel, “Holding forth the word of life” (Phil 2:16).

Big Brother was ever ready to support missions and gospel
outreaches. By his encouragement, my husband (the late Elder Lim Kim
Hee) and I conducted a Sunday Gospel Meeting on St John’s Island from
1962 to 1964. By God’s grace, through this ministry many children and
their families came to believe on the Lord Jesus Christ.

Big Brother did not have worldly riches. His treasures are “… in
heaven, where neither moth nor rust doth corrupt, and where thieves do
not break through nor steal” (Matt 6:20).

In recent years I noticed that his parsonage was sparsely furnished
with furniture inherited from our parents. For him “… godliness with
contentment is great gain” (1 Tim 6:6).

Big Brother, like our godly Grandfather regarded worldly wealth as
a “cold potato.” Both of them had great faith in God. As pilgrims they
desired “… a better country, that is, a heavenly: wherefore God is not
ashamed to be called their God: for he hath prepared for them a city”
(Heb 11:16).

Big Brother was always happy to see me. His smiles reflected the
joy in his heart. He always prayed for me and my family. In his last
months he was weak and frail, so I prayed for him instead. The Lord was
good to him in his evening years. He was loved and well cared for by his
dear wife Ivy and loving daughter Jemima and by Marites, a kind and
faithful maid.

Big Brother had fought a good fight of faith. God has given him rest
from his labours.

Literally Gave His All
Lily Tow

I am comforted to know that father went home to be with Jesus
peacefully. He is now with all his loved ones gone before and the greats
from the Bible. Comforting to know that father served his loving Master
to the end. Father literally gave his ALL to God and Church. He is now
praising Jesus in heaven.

I REMEMBER TIMOTHY TOW (1920 – 2009)



The Burning Bush 16/2 (July 2010)

72

Last Phone Call
Lehia Tow

Thanks and praise be to God for my beloved father, Rev Dr Timothy
Tow. I am grateful for his faith and love for the Lord. When we
telephoned him on April 10, Good Friday morning, I asked him, “Are you
going to the Easter Sunrise Service?” He answered, “I’ll try.” He did go
to the Easter Sunrise Service and baptised six persons.

On April 14, soon after Easter, I telephoned my father. We talked
about God’s blessings of Jesus’ resurrection. When I said that Jesus’
resurrection is the guarantee of our future resurrection, he said, “Praise
the Lord!” I was blessed to have this short conversation with my father. I
did not know that this was our last phone call.

Although we greatly miss our dearly beloved father, our hearts are
comforted that we shall meet again and be reunited in eternity because
our Lord Jesus Christ has conquered death for us. God’s Word says:
“Knowing that he which raised up the Lord Jesus shall raise up us also by
Jesus, and shall present us with you” (2 Cor 4:14). To God be the glory.

Founder of the B-P Church Movement
Edward Paauwe

On Monday, 20 April 2009, at 5.45 am, Rev Dr Timothy Tow Siang
Hui, the founder of the Bible-Presbyterian Church movement in
Singapore, went Home to be with the Lord. Here is a brief account of Rev
Tow’s conversion, theological training, and the beginning of Life Bible-
Presbyterian Church.

In 1935, the Chinese Methodist evangelist Dr John Sung went to
Singapore for a series of gospel meetings. These meetings were well
attended, and about 2,000 nominal Christians were soundly converted.
Among those who received the Lord Jesus Christ as their Saviour was a
fourteen-year-old boy by the name of Tow Siang Hui (he was born 28
December 1920). Realising that as a new Christian he needed regular
spiritual food, he bought a Bible and wrote in the front, “Born again on
September 1, 1935. Praise the Lord!”

In 1946, Timothy Tow and his wife and children traveled from
Singapore to China, where he studied at Spiritual Training Theological
Seminary in Nanking. While in China, he heard about Faith Theological
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Seminary, then in Wilmington, Delaware, USA. The Lord led Timothy
Tow to go to the USA, and he commenced his theological studies at Faith
Theological Seminary in January 1948.

It was while a student at Faith Theological Seminary that Timothy
Tow met Dr Carl McIntire. Dr McIntire challenged the seminary students
to take a stand against liberalism and modernism and “for the word of
God, and for the testimony of Jesus Christ” (Rev 1:9). Timothy Tow
writes, “As [Dr McIntire] presented his case for a Twentieth Century
Reformation and a return to our fathers’ faith, and called young men like
us to join the Cause, I felt my heart strangely warmed, to use Wesley’s
words. I felt my heart knit to his heart, like Jonathan’s to David’s (1 Sam
18:1). … I have been loyal to the Separatist Cause … all through the
years.” (Son of a Mother’s Vow, 125).

After completing his studies at Faith Theological Seminary in 1950,
Timothy Tow returned to Singapore via Geneva, Switzerland, where he
attended the Second World Congress of the International Council of
Christian Churches. Also, while in Geneva, Timothy Tow was ordained
by members of the Philadelphia Presbytery of the Bible Presbyterian
Church. The leaders of Life Church, Prinsep Street, Singapore, knew that
Timothy Tow had completed his studies at Faith Theological Seminary
and invited him to become the pastor of an English language church. The
first worship service of the new church, Life Church, English Service,
was held on 20 October 1950, and regular attendance was between forty
and fifty people.

This simple beginning led to the present Bible-Presbyterian Church
movement with churches and mission stations in many countries.

From the very beginning of Life Church, Rev Timothy Tow
emphasised three points that became characteristics of the church. A few
years later he realised the need for two additional points.

(1) Evangelism
The first characteristic was the church’s emphasis on evangelism.

Several founding members of the church were either saved, or yielded
their lives to the Lord, during the 1935 John Sung Crusade in Singapore.
These church members remembered Dr John Sung’s ministry and desired
to be involved in evangelism themselves. As a result, the church became
very evangelistic, and today nearly fifty-nine years after its founding, it is
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still a soul-winning church. Branch churches have also emphasised soul-
winning.

(2) Biblical Separation
The second characteristic of the church was its stand for biblical

separation. Biblical separation is what Rev Timothy Tow had learned at
Faith Theological Seminary, in particular from Dr Carl McIntire. The
stand for biblical separation caused major problems for the new church.
Life Church English Service was part of the Synod of the Chinese
Presbyterian Church, which was a member of the Malayan Christian
Council, which was associated with the World Council of Churches.

The leaders of the new church brought a motion to their Synod to
withdraw from the Malayan Christian Council, because of the liberalism
in that organisation. They presented this motion several times, but every
time it was lost, because of the opposition of the liberal Presbyterian
leaders in Singapore and Malaya. Life Church English Service decided,
on the basis of the principle of biblical separation, that they could not
remain part of the Synod any longer and withdrew from it in January of
1955. They called the newly separated church “Life Bible-Presbyterian
Church,” adding the word “Bible” to “Presbyterian” to indicate their firm
belief in the Bible and to distinguish themselves from the liberal
Presbyterian Church.

Throughout its history, Life Bible-Presbyterian Church and most of
its branch churches have taken a strong stand on separation from the
ecumenical movement as promoted by the World Council of Churches.
The church also has taken a strong stand against neo-evangelicalism, as
evidenced, for instance, in not supporting the Billy Graham Crusade that
was held in Singapore in 1978.

(3) The Second Coming of the Lord Jesus Christ
The third characteristic of the Bible-Presbyterian Churches in

Singapore was a strong emphasis on the Second Coming of the Lord
Jesus Christ. While most Presbyterian churches around the world are
amillennial in their eschatology, the Bible-Presbyterian Churches in
Singapore are premillennial. With a strong emphasis on the imminent
return of the Lord Jesus Christ, church members were taught to live with
eternity’s values in view. This resulted in many young people giving their
lives for full-time Christian service. It also resulted in willingness among
the church members to give generously to the Lord’s work. After all, one
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cannot take his money with him to heaven, but he can send it ahead by
giving to the Lord to advance His work.

(4) Theological Training
The fourth characteristic of the Bible-Presbyterian Church was its

emphasis on theological training. The need for sound theological training
for a new generation of church leaders became evident a few years after
the church was established. Rev Timothy Tow writes, “We need to found
a Bible College that will nurture future leaders of our Churches who will
be able to stand in the gap in an evil day, and pursue the Word of the Lord
by opening more and more preaching centres that the Kingdom of God
might be extended to the uttermost part of Malaysia.” (Son of a Mother’s
Vow, 176).

The name chosen for the Bible College was Far Eastern Bible
College, and the first class was held on 17 September 1962, with three
students. God’s hand was upon Far Eastern Bible College, and its
graduates have planted a number of Bible-Presbyterian churches in
Singapore, Malaysia, and other countries.

Due to the sound theological training received from dedicated,
Bible-believing teachers, graduates of Far Eastern Bible College learned
to stand for truth and righteousness, and against liberalism and neo-
evangelicalism. Just as Rev Timothy Tow emphasised evangelism and
took a strong stand on biblical separation, students at the college were
taught personal soul-winning and biblical separation. Also, following
their principal, graduates of the college have emphasised the imminent
return of the Lord Jesus Christ.

(5) Decentralisation
The fifth characteristic of the Bible-Presbyterian Church, which

developed after several years, was decentralisation. Rev Timothy Tow
says, “Not centralisation, but decentralisation, is one genius of B-Pism.”
(Son of a Mother’s Vow, 418). This principle of decentralisation led to the
establishment of a number of new Bible-Presbyterian churches.
Whenever there were a number of members of Life Bible-Presbyterian
Church living in a certain area of Singapore, plans were made to start a
church in that area. Because of the training provided by Far Eastern Bible
College, full-time workers were readily available to pastor these new
outreaches. Consequently, more than thirty Bible-Presbyterian Churches
and mission stations were established throughout Singapore from 1950 to
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2000. In addition a number of churches were established in other
countries. To God be the glory.

Rev Edward Paauwe pastors Covenant Bible-Presbyterian Church
in Perth, Australia, and is married to Rev Tow’s daughter Lehia.

Practised What He Preached
Pang Kok Hiong

I remember my Principal, the late Rev Timothy Tow.
Our beloved teacher, Principal of Far Eastern Bible College, Rev

Timothy Tow, ascended into heavenly glory on 20 April 2009. That day
ended his earthly labour and left behind fruits of his ministries. We are
grieved by his departure on the one hand, but on the other, we give thanks
to God for his life on earth with wonderful testimonies.

Personally, I studied under different lecturers from the beginning of
1986 to November 1989. The lecturer whom I learned most from, with
lasting impact in my life and unquenchable fire in the ministry, was Rev
Tow. His precious practical teachings are still vivid in my mind with
immense application capacity on a daily basis. Below is my testimony on
what I have learned from him and am still learning.

(1) Humble and Simple
Most of the time, Rev Tow would be in a simple, dark-coloured shirt

and black long pants with sandals (sometimes traditional Chinese wooden
shoes). Once when I was a student, my father (now 79 years old) sent me
to FEBC, and coincidentally, met Rev Tow. Rev Tow was not dressed in
neatly-ironed high class suits and ties like professors in their luxurious
offices, but he was working around the campus picking up dried palm
leaves and disposing of them. My father asked me whether this man was
the FEBC’s gardener, at which I quickly replied, “No, he is my
Principal.” Rev Tow was not only a simple man, he was also a humble
man especially in his dealings with people; and his preachings and
teachings in class showed a life of humility. His humility came from his
fear of God together with his imitation of the Lord Jesus. “Never say you
know everything in the Bible! It is not shameful to admit you don’t know.
To say ‘I don’t know’ is humility.”
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(2) Always Exalt the Lord Jesus
“We must always exalt the Lord Jesus Christ!” “When you read the

four Gospels, never criticise Jesus Christ and what He did. He is
blameless!” Rev Tow especially emphasised this in our homiletics
classes, “Only Jesus. If you have nothing to preach, you preach Jesus and
you will never go wrong.” Rev Tow often reminded his students to bring
in the gospel in every message.

(3) A Grateful Heart
“Worship is the mother of all virtues” was posted prominently on

the FEBC notice board next to the kitchen. “A worship service without
gratitude is NOT a worship service.” In Rev Tow’s daily chapel services
and classes, he urged his students to always have a grateful heart toward
God, Jesus and people in our lives. His desire was to see the next
generation of preachers incorporate gratitude to God in our worship.

(4) Gracious and Kind-Hearted
Rev Tow was ever so gracious in dealing with guests, especially

people who were in distress and in need of help. For example, I
remember during my time at FEBC, he let an old westerner (a retired
army soldier stay in the small house behind the FEBC hall), took good
care of a certain Sarawakian named Alex who broke his leg after an
accident, and brother James from Shanghai, using the guest house and
Beulah House. His hospitality had brought not a few to the Lord. “Do
something good for Jesus every day” was his admonition to his
congregation at Life B-P Church. “Let brotherly love continue. Be not
forgetful to entertain strangers” (Heb 13:1, 2). Rev Tow practised what he
preached.

(5) Clean Heart and Hands with Money
Rev Tow was a man of God whose heart was ever longing for

heaven as “for where your treasure is, there will your heart be also.” We
were privileged to witness firsthand the amazing sacrificial giving when
he led the congregation to raise six million Singapore dollars in six
months to purchase Beulah House with “marriage value” on the opposite
side of Gilstead Road from Life Church. I am particularly touched by his
heart of contentment with respect to the possession of money and earthly
materials. He led a simple life and was easily satisfied with any kind of
food that was laid before him.
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(6) A Heart for Missions
Rev Tow’s love for missions, especially foreign missions, inspired

my heart. He was personally involved in so many outreaches. The fruits
can be seen today not only in ASEAN, but also in Australia and Africa.
He was always very encouraging when he heard of our mission trips to
China and later Saipan, Jordan and elsewhere. He would generously ask
me to take any number of copies of his books to these mission fields.

(7) A Great Teacher of Biblical and Church history
I enjoyed studying Old Testament History under Rev Tow. He

brought alive those intriguing stories of King David and his friends and
enemies. During the study of the book of Psalms, we felt that Rev Tow
loved David the most as he too aspired to be a man after God’s own heart
with detailed expositions on David’s struggles and victories. We learnt
many precious lessons about John Calvin and his Institutes, Dr John Sung
and the great revival in the 1930s, as well as the many touching accounts
of the life of missionaries like William C Burns, Jonathan Goforth, Ting
Li Mei and Wang Ming Tao. Rev Tow loved the doctrine of the absolute
sovereignty of God in people’s lives including his.

I thank God for Rev Timothy Tow, my teacher and my mentor, even
many years after I graduated from FEBC. His life and his words of
wisdom will continue to inspire me to live the utmost for my Lord and
Saviour Jesus Christ. May the Lord be praised always for evermore.

God’s Faithful Servant
Peter Eng

Rev Timothy Tow was the founding pastor of Life Bible-
Presbyterian Church, and the Bible-Presbyterian denomination in
Singapore and the region. He was also the founder of the Far Eastern
Bible College.

Rev Tow is very dear to Lily and me. Lily and I were baptised by
him and married by him. He has been our spiritual father in more ways
than we can count.

Rev Tow has been instrumental in shaping much of my theology and
Christian value system. Though time and circumstances have diminished
our communication, his legacy of selfless sacrifice has moulded me in
every possible way. I know that he loves Jesus supremely and no sacrifice
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was too great for him. God has blessed all of us in knowing Rev Tow, for
I know of no better example in selfless service.

Rev Tow was my pastor and teacher. During an age of theological
compromise, he sounded a clarion call to hold on to absolutes, to
doctrinal integrity, and eternal values. I gladly responded to that call. At
the same time, he planted in me the declaration of the Westminster
Confession that my conscience cannot be bound by any person—not even
his teachings. The passage of time and input from various sources have
led me to develop my theology. But his core teachings remain true. The
reality of absolutes stand against the flood of postmodern relativism.
Doctrinal integrity is essential to true faith. Some values are eternal, and
temporal gains can never justify the abrogation of an eternal good.

Today, the Bible-Presbyterian Synod no longer exists. This is
regrettable. But this was also his greatest achievement. Rev Tow’s
greatest accomplishment was that he had the spiritual foresight to
establish a denomination that would have God as the Lord of the
conscience. The liberty he structured into this denomination has allowed
freedom of the conscience for churches to disengage. The dissolution of
the Synod has unfettered us for more dynamic service. The liberty to
disengage results in true spiritual gain.

The Lord Jesus Christ has rewarded Rev Tow for his selfless
sacrifice in many ways. He founded a church, and God blessed him with
what must now be fifty churches that trace back to his ministry. He
founded a denomination, and that denomination has come of age, left
home, and increased. He reminded us ever so often, “Verily, verily, I say
unto you, Except a corn of wheat fall into the ground and die, it abideth
alone: but if it die, it bringeth forth much fruit” (John 12:24). Not
withstanding ecclesiastical organisations, Rev Tow’s life has brought
forth fruit. The direct impact of his life touched tens of thousands in the
scattered Bible-Presbyterian Churches; the indirect impact of his ministry
affects hundreds of thousands. Not many have been so fruitful for the
Lord. 

Rev Tow had often said he longed to hear the words, “Well done
thou good and faithful servant … enter thou into the joy of thy Lord”
(Matt 25:21). As he passes from death to life, from mortality to
immortality, from dust to glory, he hears these words spoken to one who
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has brought forth a hundred thousand fold. In his reward with God, we
find comfort in our loss. 

My deepest condolences to the family of Rev Tow. To us his
spiritual children, we comfort each other with the thought that Rev Tow’s
labours are ended and his reward has come.

We share in your sadness over the home-going of Rev Dr Timothy
Tow, man of God, Founder of churches, Prime-mover of a denomination,
Spiritual father of B-P Churches in Singapore and beyond.

I Could Give Him a Haircut
Hien Gia Nguyen

Remembering my founding Pastor and Principal, Rev Dr Timothy
Tow, I really thank God for guiding me to meet him and to know the Far
Eastern Bible College (FEBC) after I had decided to leave Trinity
Theological College (TTC). Thank God for the four blessed years of
sound training under Rev Tow and other godly FEBC lecturers. At TTC, I
rarely saw the Principal, and did not have any opportunity to meet him or
talk with him, so I could not remember his face. Even before I left TTC, I
had to make an appointment to say goodbye to the Registrar. Although I
came on time, I had to wait outside until she was available! Therefore, I
did not think I was worthy to meet and say goodbye to the Principal!

On the other hand, Rev Tow was so modest, humble, friendly,
considerate, helpful and kind that all the students could approach him any
time for advice, counsel or just a chat. Rev Tow humbly ate lunch and
dinner with the students, and he would say to those who came to his
table, “Welcome, welcome!” Mrs Tow gave me an extra duty to appoint
one student to eat with Rev Tow and accompany him when he did not
have any guests or friends eating with him, but not many students were
willing. So I was the one who had lunch and dinner with Rev Tow most
often. As he was old and took time to eat his portion, I also ate slowly and
waited for him and cleared his plate. That was the reason why most of the
students reluctantly ate with him because they had many assignments or
other things to do. Thank God that I found it a privilege to eat with him
and have fellowship with him, a true servant of the Lord. One day I
shared with Rev Tow while eating with him, “Rev Tow, I wish that some
day you will ordain me,” and he replied, “Well, you serve the Lord
faithfully and after two years you can be ordained.” Thank God for
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granting me the desire of my heart when Rev Tow ordained me in May
2007!

When Rev Tow knew that I
could give him a haircut, he humbly
asked me to cut his hair every month.
I really counted it my pleasure and
privilege to give him a free haircut,
but he always insisted that I should
receive some love gift from him. I
know for sure that Rev Tow never
took advantage of anyone. Then, Mrs
Tow asked me to make juice for Rev
Tow on weekdays, and I was very
happy to do the job, knowing that it
was good for his health. Thank God

for helping me do it properly even on exam days, washing the carrot,
bitter gourd, green gourd, green apple, green pepper, and celery carefully,
cutting them and putting them in the juicer, pouring into a cup and
bringing it to Rev Tow. Thank God that Rev Tow did not suffer from
diarrhoea due to the juice.

During the long vacation, Rev Tow and Mrs Tow often kindly called
me to have breakfast or lunch or dinner with them. Thank God for the
blessed fellowship with them. I remember during the conflict between
Life BPC and FEBC, Rev Tow was still trusting in the Lord and calmly
enduring all things despite the harsh opposition and attack from his own
“students” and “friends” in the Session. One morning, Rev Tow and Mrs
Tow took an early flight to Perth. I went to the parsonage, hugged him
with tears, saying, “Rev Tow, I love you.” I prayed for him everyday and
thank God for using him to establish True Life BPC in October 2003.
Praise the Lord for His grace and goodness!

I really thank God for the blessed fellowship with Rev Dr Timothy
Tow. I have been deeply impressed by his modesty, humility, godliness,
faithfulness and selfless service to the Lord since I first met him in
August 1999. Thank God so much for taking His beloved servant home
for a blessed rest with Him in heaven, “Blessed are the dead which die in
the Lord from henceforth: Yea, saith the Spirit, that they may rest from
their labours; and their works do follow them” (Rev 14:13).
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Thank God so much that “by the grace of God I am what I am” (1
Cor 15:10). Truly, it is by God’s amazing grace alone that He has saved
me, helped me grow in His grace and knowledge, called me to serve Him,
directed me to be trained at the FEBC, and led me to Brisbane and helped
our brethren and me to establish Brisbane BPC while the ministry was
not easy at all, “O give thanks unto the LORD; for he is good: for his
mercy endureth for ever” (Ps 136:1).

I do not know what may happen to me or to my ministry tomorrow,
but I shall continue trusting in my good and faithful Lord and His
sovereignty, guidance, loving care and amazing grace just day by day, and
always ready to be His witness wherever He leads. May the LORD my
God graciously be with me and help me serve Him and follow Him and
His Word faithfully unto death just as my beloved Pastor and Principal,
Rev Dr Timothy Tow, had done, having fought a good fight, finished his
course and kept the faith (2 Tim 4:7). Amen.

God’s Ready Ambassador
Arthur Steele

The Lord used Rev Timothy Tow to speak to me at two key
junctions at the beginning of my ministry.

On my first day at Faith Theological seminary, I met Timothy Tow.
We were both 36. I asked myself almost constantly, “What in the world
am I doing here?” and “Who do I think that I am trying to be a preacher?”
My new friend Timothy was God’s ready ambassador. He quoted God’s
Word. He spoke of God’s calling in his life and the prayers of his mother.
I stayed and I graduated.

In 1960, I visited Rev Tow in Singapore. His burden for the unsaved
was so real and so gigantic. The urgent need to train Christian workers
for foreign missions seemed to dominate every comment and every reply
from him. To me it was clear that he was directed primarily and
powerfully by God’s Word. He was determined to start a Bible college.

I was changed. Surely we need a Christian college with a similar
burden in the United States. The Lord had given me a burden too.
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Dr Arthur Steele is the founder of Clearwater Christian College,
Florida, USA.

God’s Faithful Servant
Kwang Jae Choi

The ICCC receives with great sorrow the news of Rev Dr Timothy
Tow’s going home to be with the Lord. We are joined in our grief by
many who have known him as teacher, mentor, and fellow labourer for
the cause of Christ. We have lost a faithful servant of the Lord.

It is with deep respect and praise that we reflect on his life and
legacy. In this day of apostasy and compromise, he boldly and
unswervingly stood for the primacy of God’s Word, Biblical separation,
and fundamentalism. His pioneering of the Bible Presbyterian movement
by the founding of Life B-P Church and the Bible College movement
through the Far Eastern Bible College continues to impact Singapore and
other communities around the world. It was during Rev Dr Tow’s time as
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Dr Arthur Steele and Rev Timothy Tow at the FEBC Bible Conference,
Genting Highlands, 1988
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