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SIGNS IN THE SKY

One day our Lord said to the Jews,
Learn a lesson from the sky:

When red clouds rise after the dews,
Then say ye the rain is nigh,

But when it's pink in the evening
'Twill be a briglrt, sunny morning.

Or when it's clouding in the west
Vy'e'll soon expect a slrower,

Or when the South Wind shows his crest
'Twill soon be warmer weather.

With such vivid illust¡ation
He teaches our generation.

One day after the Autumn Rains
The twilight glowed roseate!

I said the days would surely change
From these showers on my head

To golden sunshine like summer:
And t¡ue it dawned bright and wanner!

So retumed sumrner with the sun
Till red clouds dimmed this moming.

I said for sure the rains would come
And they did come by evening!

V/e tell the weather by these signs,
But not His Advent by the times?

Behold, 'tis crimson in the East,
'Twill soon be monsoon weather.

But we who're saved see in the West
Brighter sunset and fairer.

Christ the Messiah quickly comes
From heaven to t¿ke His loved ones!
Although 'tis crimson in the East
There's a brighter Morn forever.

Scripture: Matt 16:2,3; Lk 12:54; I Thess. 4:13-18
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FOREWORD

I count it a privilege to recommend Prophescope on

Israel, written by my friend, Rev (Dr) Timothy Tow' This

study of Israel in history and prophecy should stir the hearts of

God's people all over the world. It is rich in Biblical references ;

and it also provides very helpful perspectives on Israel's tragic,

yet divinely-guided history from the call of Abraham to the

crises of the present hour.

Because of his faithfulness in teaching God's infallible

prophetic word for over 30 years at Far Eastern Bible college

in Sìngapore, a small army of premillennial Bible teachers has

been móving across the Eastern Hemisphere. The blessed

hope of the church still continues as the darkness deepens!

May ourgreatGod be pleased to use thisbook especially

in the vast regions of Asia and the Pacific until our Lord Jesus

Christ returns to receive His Church to Himself!

Dr JohnWhitcomb
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PREEACE

The big railway station at Gemas used to be the centre
of three services, catering to travellers between West Malaysia
and Singapore. One line, the Central, still serves Singapore-
Kuala Lumpur-Penang (Butterworth), even up to Bangkok the

Thai capital. The second is the East Coast Line that runs
between Singapore and Kota Bahru. The third, now defunct,
was the Malacca Line down the west coast.

In theology there are also three lines insofar as its
approach to eschatology (the doctrine of last things) is
concerned. In the study of the end-times leading to the Second

Coming of Christ the three lines are known as Pre-
millennialism, Amillennialism and Postmillennialism. The
author takes the Premillennialism line.

When the Gospel was first brought by English
Presbyterian missionaries to our great-grandparents,
grandparents and parents from the eighteen fifties, it taught an

amillennial eschatology. In 1910, however, a great revival
came [o Swatow (Santou), our native place in Guangdong
Province, South China, through Miss Dora Yu. She was the
first to introduce the doctrine of Premillennialism which
thrilled the Church with a bright hope never known before.
(Miss Dora Yu was China's first woman revivalist from whom
Watchm an Nee found the Lord and received further theological
instruction. Later Miss Dora Yu established China Bible
Seminary in Kiangwan, Shanghai.)

The second teacher on Premillennialism to the Church
throughout China and Southeast Asia was Dr John Sung
(1901-1944). He taught us many lessons from the Book of
Revelation and Daniel. But it was at Faith Theological
Seminary, founded by American Bible Presbyterians, that my
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Premillennial faith was confirmed. I learned this doctrine
thoroughly under the tutelage of Dr Allan A. MacRae and Dr
J. O. Buswell. And it is this full-orbed view of Scripture that
leads us to see Israel's prophetic role in the end-times in which
we live.

As Israel plays a major part in God's plan of salvation
for a lost mankind from the call of Abraham to the Birth of the

Saviour by a young Jewish Virgin so is she predestinated to the

centre stage of current history to bring in the Return of our
Lord Jesus Christ.

This being the case, the study of the rise and fall, fall and

rise of Israel throughoutthe agesculminating in her regathering
as a nation today, is of paramount importance. To alert us, as

the fig tree shooting tender leaves is harbinger of summer, so

must we be awakened to the nearness of His Coming by an

Israel so prominent in world affairs today.

This "Prophescope on Israel" is a small attempt on our
part to stir up the Church, to stir up young souls that they might
consider what they must do in the shortfuture before them and

to prod the thinking of every Christian to what greater extent
we should serve our Lord before He returns. If the publication
of this book will result in the enlisting of some young man,

young woman, yea, even you in middle or old age, to labour
for the Lord more zealously, meaningfully, the efforts
undertaken by the author will not have been made in vain.

Maranatha! Even so, come quickly, Lord Jesus. Amen.

Timathy Tow
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Ishtar Gate in Babylon
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INTRODUCTION

In spite of President Bush's intention to bring in a New
World Order of Peace and Justice with the defeat of Saddam
Hussein in the Gulf V/ar, the situation.around the globe is
getting from bad to worse. He could save Kuwait, but not his
own people. The bloody, burning racial riots in Los Angeles
April - May 1992 cost America billions and sowed seeds of
more hatred and strife. As if this was not enough, Germany
was suddenly paralysed by nationwide strikes. Australia, the
eighth richest nation, is today plunged into the deepest gloom.
Nor is the situation in Eastern Europe brighter with the
dissolution of Communism, but faced rather with a new kind
of internecine struggle and privation. V/rites Dr S H Tow in
the latest Reformation Banner, Vol 18, No. 2, April-June
1992, "There, Soviet com m u nism has collapsed and with it the
Soviet Union itself; there Yugoslavia has become the cockpit
of renascent nationalisms and ancient ethnic and religious
hatreds." "For nation shall rise against nation, and kingdom
against kingdom: and there shall be famines, and pestilences,

and earthquakes, in divers places. All these are the beginning
of sorrows" (Matthew 24:7,8).

To discover what the destiny of the nations will be in
these critical end-times, we have the key in Daniel's prophecy.
Daniel's interpretation of Nehuchadnezztl's dream of the
"great image ... terrible" gives us the answer (Daniel 2).

The world system, though it has its glorious past, is fast
crumbling. A cosmic cataclysm is looming nearer each day.
Daniel interprets the smashing of the "great image" by the

stone crashing down from heaven as followsi "And in,the days
of these kingsshall theGod of heaven set up akingdom, whictr
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shall never be destroyed: and the kingdom shall not be left to
other people, but it shall break in pieces and consume all these

kingdoms, and it shall stand for ever" (Daniel 2:44).

This Kingdom of God subduing the kingdom of men is

the destination of the nations. How does the Kingdom of God

subdue the kingdom of men? By the Return of our Lord and

Saviour Jesus Christ to earth when Israel is regathered as a

nation and the restoration of David's Throne whereby the

Greater Son of David will rule over all nations in a peaceful,

golden millennium. This is confirmed by Daniel's vision, after

Nebuchadnezzar's, of our Lord's Second Coming:

Ibeheld till the throneswere castdown, and the Ancientof days

rlid sit, whose garment was white as snotü, and the hair of his head

like the pure wool: his throne was like the fiery flame, and his

wheels as bunting fire. A fiery stream issued and came forth from
before him: tltousand thousands ministered unto him, and ten

thousand times ten thousand stood before him: tlte judglnelìt was

set, and the books were opened... I saw in the nigltt visions, and,

behold, one like the Son of man came with the clouds of heaven,

and came to tlte Anciertof days, and theybrougltt him nearbefore

hirn. And there was given hi¡n dorninion, and glory, and a

kingdom, that all people, nations and languages should serve him:

his dorninion is an everlastittg dominion, which shall not pass

away, and his kingdom that which shall not be destroyed... And the

kingdom and dorninion, and the greatness of the kingdom under.

the whole heaven, shall be given to the people of the saints of the

rnost High, whose kingdoln is an everlasting kingdom, and all

rlominions shall serve and obey him. (DanielT:'9,10,13,14,27)

The two visions are one. Two is confirmation in prophetic

Scriptures (Genesis 4l:32).
From a proper exegesis of Scripture we seo that the

Kingdom of God comes in three stages.

Stage I. From the call of Abraham and establishing of
Israel as a nation to the Birth of David's Greater Son, Jesus

Christ.
Stage II. From the rejection of the Saviour and Dispersal
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through nineteen hundred years to Israel's regathering as a
nation and Christ's Second Coming.

Stage III. The Second Coming of Jesus Christ that
ushers in a thousand golden years of peace. (This is the
millennium mentioned six times in Revelation20, when the
saints will reign with Christ a thousand years, "on fhe earth"
Revelation 5:10).

Homer Duncan has given a list of at least 25 references
from the Prophets where God promises Israel that He will
gather them to Canaan and give the land to them:

(l)
(2)
(3)
(4)
(s)
(6)
(7)
(8)
(e)
10)

Isaiah ll:ll,l2
" l4:l-3
" 27:12,13
" 43:l-7

Jeremiah 16:14-16
" 23:3-8
" 29:14
" 30:10,1I
" 3l:8-10
" 32:37,38

Ezekiel I 1:17

" 20.:34

" 20:4I-42
" 34;11-13
" 36:24
" 36:28
" 36:33-38
" 37:l-14
" 37:2I,22
" 39:25-28

Hosea l:10,11
Amos 9:14,15
Micah 4:4-7
Zephaniah 3:18-20

(

(
(

(
(

(
(

(
(

(

t 1)

t2)
l3)
t4)
l5)
t6)
t7)
l8)
1e)

(20)
(2t)
(22)
(23)
(24)
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(25) Zechariah 8:4-8
(Encyclopaedia of TT00lllustrations by Paul Lee Tan)

Yes, as God had chosen Israel to be a blessing to Gentile
nations in His first coming (Genesis 28:13,14), so will the

Almighty return to set up Israel, that His Son, the Greater

David, might reign on earth out of Jerusalem.

If Israel is appointed of God to return to her Land and

play such a major role in the affairs of nations in these end-

times, does it not impel us to a serious study of the words of
the prophets? Hence the prophetic messages that were preached

at the SunsetGospel Hour, Calvary Bible-Presbyterian Church,

during the anxious days of the Gulf War. These messages

together with one on Lebanon are brought up to date, enlarged,

and illustrated, and put together for your study under the title,
"Prophescope on Israel."

"Prophescope" is our own coinage. As the telescope is

an optical instrument for viewing objects at a distance, our
"prophescope" is this treatise's eye-opener on Israel's role in
God's saving plan for a lost mankind, particularly in the

"unfolding drama" before our eyes since her regaining
nationhood, May 14, 1948.

A thorough research into the doctrine of the Return of
Jesus Christ is made by William E. Biederwolf , The Second

C o m.in g B ible ori gin ally l'júed Th e M iII ennium B ible, pu blishe d

by Baker Book House, Grand Rapids, Michigan. The

Christian who wants to learn more about what the Bible says

concerning the last days on Planet Earth and the Second

Coming of Christ will appreciate this book. Included is the

complete text of every Bible verse from Genesis to Revelation,

that directly or indirectly deals with the Second Coming, plus

the enlightening commentary of hundreds of respected Bible
scholars. The Second Coming Bible is an in-depth study that

will be genuinely helpf ul to anyone who desires to explore the

prophetic teachings of the Bible concerning the last days and
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Christ's Second Coming. (William E. Biederwolf wa^s a well
known and respected evangelist who also served as president
of the Winona Lake School of Theology.) Much of what we
see through this Prophescope is confirmed by Biederwolfls
Second Coming Bible.

"Now learn a parable of the fig tree; When her branch
is yet tender, and putteth forth leaves, ye know that summer is
near: So ye in like manner, when ye shall see these things come
to pass, know thatit is nigh, even at the doors. Verily I say unto
you, that this generation shall not pass, till all these things be
done. Heaven and earth shall pass away: but my words shall
not pass away. But of that day and that hour knoweth no man,
no, not the angels which are in heaven, neither the Son, but the
Father. Take ye heed, watch and pray: for ye know not when
the time is" (Mark l3:28-33).

In this prophetical study of Israel in the end-times before
Jesus comes, one principle that must be strictly adhered to is
not setting dates. Even the Son is not in the know, for He leaves
"that day and that hour" to the Father (Mark 13:32). And
He said unto them again, "It is not for you to know the times
or the season, which the Father hath put in his own power"
(Acts 1:7). Of things eschatological, "ws know yet we do not
know; we do not know and yet we know." This tension of
knowledge which is arbitrated only by an Omniscient God
humbles and subdues us, puny creatures, that we may be

charitable to brethren who see differently from us. Amen.
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CHAPTER I

ABRAHAM'S CALL AND LAND PROMISED
TO HIM AND HIS DESCENDANTS

In Paul's sermon to the philosophers on Mar's Hill, he
made this observation, that the God of creation is also the God
of nations: "And hath made of one blood allnations of men for
to dwell on all the face of the earth, and hath determined the
times before appointed, and the bounds of their habitation"
(Acts 17:26). When the apostle spoke about the distribution
of land to nations according to the determination of His
appointed times, the Empire of Greece was then superseded by
the Empire of Rome. Kingdoms rose and kingdoms fell
according to God's timetable, for He is the most High that
ruleth in the kingdom of men and giveth it to whomsoever He
will (Daniel4:17).

Now, if God has given every nation on earth a territory
and duration appointed, as attested also by Moses to the
Israelites before his death (Deuteronomy 32:8,9) how much
more will He not give His chosen people Israel the firstborn
(Exodus 4:22) a land for to dwell in? A land to dwell not only
for economic reasons, but rather for working out His saving
purposes, His plan of redemption for a lost mankind. For it is
said of Abraham, progenitor of the Hebrew race, that through
him will come a great nation, and "in fhee shall all the families
of the earth be blessed" (Genesis l2:3).
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Mount Hermon and River Jordan
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Its Extent

The land thatGod had appointed forAbraham,Isaac and

Jacob and the descendants after them, Israelites both ancient
and modern, is the land of Canaan, yea, even greater Canaan.

According to Genesis 1 5: I 8-2 1 , the first time it was announced

to Abraham, God said, "Unto thy seed have I given this land,

from the river of Egypt unto the great river, the river Euphrates :

The Kenites, and the Kenizzites, and the Kadmonites; And the

Hittites, and the Perizzites, and the Rephaims, And the

Amorites, and the Canaanites, and the Girgashites, and the

Jebusites" (ten tribes in all).

Its Richness and Goodness

This is the Promised Land, "the land that thou swarest

unto their fathers" (Numbers I 1:12), "the holy mountain" and

a "pleasant land" (Zechariah 8:3; 7:14), a "delightsome land"
(Malachi 3:I2), "the glorious land" (Daniel II:4I), "Beulah

Land" (Isaiah 62:4). Yea, this PromisedLandis a"good land,

a land of brooks of water, of fountains and depths that spring

out of valleys and hills; a land of wheat, and barley, and vines,

and fig trees, and pomegranates; aland of oil olive, and honey;

[These are known as the seven holy fruits.] A land wherein

thou shalt eat bread without scareness, thou shalt not lack any

thing in it; a land whose stones are iron, and out of whose hills
thou mayest dig brass. When thou hast eaten and art full, then

thou shalt bless the Lord thy God for the good land which he

hath given thee" (Deuteronomy 8:7-10).
To experience the goodness of this "Land of Promise"

there is no better way than organising a Holy Land Study Tour,

but we would rather call it a Pilgrimage. In fact we were going

to write to our mission contact in Bethlehem the night of
August l, 1990. Who would know that on the next day

Saddam Hussein's war machine rumbled into Kuwait, and
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Map 1: Map of the Promised Land for Abraham from
the River of Egypt to the Euphrates.
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thereafter Scud missiles were raining down on Israel. So our
Holy Land Pilgrimage, planned forJune l99l was scuttled by
Saddam's Scud missiles. By God's higher plan, however, we
were enabled to visit Israel in March 1992 to the delight of
everyone of the 49 pilgrims. As this book goes to press, a

Fourth Pilgrimage is being considered for March 1993, D.V.
The Land of Israel is known also as a "land flowing with

milk and honey" (Exodus 33:3). During our six-month stay in
Israel, 1969-70, we tasted of the goodness of her milk and the
sweetness of her honey. We learnt from the grocer the multi-
varieties oflsraeli honey - orange honey, barley honey, clover
honey, wildflowers honey, etc., etc., except durian honey! We
discovered that the Jaffa orange is a transplant from America,
but it rivals the sunkist. Israel grapefruit, another transplant,
tastes even sweeter all because of the rich volcanic soil of the
land coupled with afavourable Mediterranean climate. (Israel
is the world's No. 2 producer of grapefruit.) We saw how
thickly clustered with fruit were their banana plantations, and
how below the fruit trees the ground was colonised with
beehives. Nowhere in all the world have we seen such
productivity upon productivity. "Israel shall blossom and
bud and fill the face of the world with fruit" (Isaiah 27:6). lt
is said that "Israel produces food sufficient for 15 million
people. The population is only 5 million, so the surplus food
is exported" (Calvary Bible-Presbyterian Church Weekly).
And has not Singapore profited much in technology by

looking up to Israel?

Is This Our Land, Our Bealnh Lq.nd?
(May be sung to tlrc tune: Annie Laurie)

Caleb says, the Land of Promise
God gave to our Fathers
Is a land of milk and honey,
Brooks, streams, springing wâters.
If God delight in us,

He'll bring us by His Haud,
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To this Land flowing milk and honey,
To this our land, our Beulah Land.

There's a Promised Land to Christians,
To them who hope in their Lord.
Not to tltose who serve half-hearted,
Who ne'er cast in their lot.
Will God deliglrt in tlrern,
And bring thern by His lÌand?
To tlris land flowing milk and honey,
To this tlreir land, their Beulah Land?

God give us loyal sons like Caleb,
Who followed Thee to the end.

Not by rnight nor power but Spirit,
Can we trke Beulah Land.
If God delight in us,

He'll help us by His Hand,
Conquer tlris Land far beyond Jordan!
This Reulah Land, our Promised Land.

What is said above of the fruitfulness of the Land is true
especially today as more olim (returnees to Israel) join in the

irrigation and cultivation of arid and denuded areas. The grim
fact, however, must be told of the Land of Promise that once

flowed with milkand honey becoming awilderness during the

latter years of Turkish rule of the Ottoman Empire (1517-

L9l7). This was no doubt a resulf of the curse put upon a
rebellious people by the word of Moses before his death: "The

Lord shall bring a nation against thee from far, from the end

of the earth, as swift as the eagle flieth; a nation whose tongue

thou shalt not understand; A nation of fierce countenance,

which shall not regard the person of the old, nor shew favour
to the young: And he shall eat the fruit of thy cattle, and the

fruit of thy land, until thou be destroyed: which also shall not
leave thee either corn, wine, or oil, or the increase of thy kine,

or flocks of thy sheep, until he have destroyed thee. And he

shall besiege thee in all thy gates, until thy high and fenced
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walls come down, wherein thou trustedst, throughout all thy
land: and he shall besiege thee in all thy gates throughout all
thy land, which the Lord thy God hath given thee"
(Deu terono my 28:49 - 52).

M uc h of the land w as ow ne d by ab s e nt e e landlo rds and le as e d
oul lo inrpoverished tenanlfarmers. Taxationwas as crippling as
iÍ was capricious. (According to Dr Howard Carlson, missionary
to the Holy Inndfor over a decade, trees were also taxed. If you
cannot pay the tree tax you can imagine what happens to it.)

The great forests of Galilee and the Carmel Mountain range
were denuded of trees; swamp and desert encroached on
agricultural land.

By the beginning of the Igth cen|ury the coun|ry hadbecome
a w ast e land and t he J ew ish co mmunit i e s w e re lar g e ly dep e nde nt
o n do nat io n s s e nt Íro m the D ia sp o ra. The few J ew s w ho came fro nt
abroad were, for Íhe most part, religiously motivated to die and
be buried in the Holy Land, The second half of the century,
however, saw the beginning of efforts to rebuild the land. Jews

from Jerusalem started to settle in new neighbourhoods outside
the city walls, and to purchase land elsewhere on which they
established agricultural villages. These pioneers were joined,

from 1882 on, by members of the Hovevei Zion (Lovers of Zion)
movementfrom Easrern Europe, some ofwhom settled in existing
v illa g e s, w hil e othe r s fo unde d new o n e s. The b u ildin g of the lnnd
went on inspite of the meagre resources of the Jewish community,
lhe Oltoman adminisîraîor's hostiliry anddimcuV local conditions.

(Facts about Israel published by the Ministry of Foreign

Affairs, Infonnation Di vision, Jerusalem I 985),

Now, after one century of incessant labours, the Land of
Promise is flowing with milk and honey again. This restoration
of the Land after it has gone fallow under the curse is ft>retold
in Isaiah 35. We quote this marvellous prediction of revival
in full.

I The wilderness and the solitary place shall be glad for them; and
the desert shall rejoice, and blossom as the rose.

2 I¡ shall blosso¡n abundaltly, and rejoice even with joy and



30

"A land flowing with milk and honey" (Exodus 3:8)
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singing: the glory oflebanon shallbe given untoJt, theexcellency
of Carmel and Sharon, they shall see the glory of the Lord, and
the excellency of our God.

3 Strengthen ye the weak hands, and confirm the feeble knees.
4 Say to them that are ofa fearful heart, Be strong, fear noü behold,

your Cod will come wi th vengeance, even God wi th a reoompence;
he will come and save you.

5 Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, and the ea¡s of tlle deaf
shall be unstopped.

ó Then shall the lame man leap as an ha¡t, and the tongue of the
dumb sing: for in the wildemess shall waters break out, and
streûms in the desert.

7 And the parched ground shall become apool, and the thirsty land
springs of water: in the habitation of dragons, where each lay,
shall be grass with reeds and rushes.

8 And an highway shall be there, and a way, and it shall be called
The way ofholiness; the unclean shall notpass over it; but it shall
be for those: the wayfaring men, though fools, shall not err
therein.

9 No lion shall be there, nor any ravenous beast shall go up thereon,
it shall not be found there; but the redeemed shall walk there:

l0 And the ransomed of the Lord slull return, and come to Zion with
songs and everlastingjoy upon their heads: they shall obtainjoy
and gladness, and sorrow and sighing shall flee away.

Its Preeminent Geographical Positlon

Geographically speaking, the Promised Land is situated
at the crossroads of the three continents, Europe, Asia and
Africa. Israel is deemed to be the centre of the world.

Did you notice how strategic a position Israel holds not
only as a crossroads of the three continents, but also as a land
served by four seas, as the Chinese saying goes, "accessible
from all directions." ( qìÉ,2\iÈ ) To the west there is the
Mediterranean, also known to ancients as the Great Sea. To
the north is the fresh water lake, the Sea of Galilee also called
"Sea of Tiberias," "Lake of Gennesaret" and in the Old
Testament "Sea of Chinnereth or Chinneroth." It is a natural
reservoir thirteen miles lon! and eight miles wide of sparkling
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water gushing down from Hermon and the Lebanese mountains
to feed the whole country. In the centre there is the Dead Sea
47 by l0 miles, which is a veritable gold mine of rich minerals.
The value of the minerals is estimated to exceed L,270 billion
dollars. This amount would be equal to the combined wealth
of the United States, GreatBritain, France, Germany and Italy
(Encyclope diaof 7 ,T00lllustrations, Paul Lee Tan). Last, but
not least, is the Red Sea, which gives Israel an outlet to the
Indian Ocean and the Far East. This has not only military but
great commerical value. When we went to the Holy Land in
1969, we could send a box of personal belongings very cheaply
by "Zim", the Israeli shipping line, which delivered the goods

to Jerusalem through Eilat the Red Sea port. When we visited
Eilat during our vacation to Israel June, 1991, we saw how its
harbour was congested row upon row with the importation of
Japanese cars and trucks.

There is a rhyme on these four seas:

One is blue.
One is dead.

The third is sweet.

And the fourth is red.

We, who have come to Christ, we who are no less His
children, how shall He not with Him also freely give us all
things (Romarrs 8:32)? We who inherit a peaceful and

prosperous homeland called Singapore, let us also remember
Moses' injunction, "When thou hast eaten and art full, then

thou shalt bless the Lord thy God for the good land which the

Lord thyGod hath given thee" (Deuteronomy 8:7-10). Hasnot
God favoured us in Singapore with apreeminentgeographical
position as He favours the Land of Israel?
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Enerry
Oil imports constitute the main source
of energy in lsrael and cost a total of
$1.6 billion in 1983, compared to
$1.8 billion in 1982. The decrease
resulted in part from improved energy
conservation and the use of altemative
fuels, mainly coal.
About one.third of fuel imPorts is
consumed in the manufacture of
electricity. Total production of

electr¡city in 1983 was about
13,500 I$/h, of which industry used
some 33 percent. Total installed
generating capacity exceeded
3,400 MgW by the end of 1983. In
order to cope with rising demand and
to reduce the cost of fuel imPorts,
three new power units fìred by coal,
with a generating capacity of 350 MgW
each, have been installed. Another is in
the process of installation.

Solar energy stored in þigh-saline pools near Dead Sea
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From Entitlement to Possession

So, God who called Abraham out of Ur of thc Chaldcc.s,

which was in the Euphrates estuary in modcrn lraq, directccl
his footsteps to Canaan, which is Israel today. To thc Arabs,
cousins of the Jews or Israelis, this same land i.s callcd
Palestinc, which means "Philistine Land" (lsaiah l4:29). This
word was first coined by the Romans after thc Bar Kochba
Revolt AD 135 in an attempt to eradicate any rcl-crencc to thc
Jewish connection with the country: the Promi.scd Land, thc
Holy Land.

Nevertheless, Abraham, with his son I.saac and grantl.son

Jacob, in whom also the covenant of the Promised Land was

confirmed (Genesis 26:23; 28:13,14), dwelt as strangcr.s.
"Thesc all died in taith, not having received its promiscs, but
having seen them afar off, and were persuaded hy thcm, and

embraced them, and confèssed that they were strangcr.s and
pilgrim.s on the earth" (Hebrews I I : l3).

One rea.son why the patriarchs had not gained pos.scs.sion

of Canaan their Promised Land was that the iniquity ol' thc
Amorites (general term for Canaanites) was not yct full
(Genesis l5:16). God is the Judge of all the carth, yca, cvcn
of the whole universe (Genesis l8:25). It was not until lÌrur
hundred years after Abraham's childrcn hatl sojournod in a
strange land (Egypt) that Canaan would then be ripc for
judgment and the land translèrred to thcm (Gencsis l5:16).
"To everything there is a season, and a time [o cvory purpo.sc

under the heaven ... a time of war and a time of peacc"
(Ecclesiastes 3: I ,8).

When Gcld's hour of .judgment chimed, to bc exact, "it
came to pas.s at the end of the four hundred and Lhirl"y ycars,

even the self .same day, it came to pass that all thc hosts of the

Lord went out liom the land of Egypt" (Exodus 12:41). And
when l.srael had stayed for a season in Horeb (to be exact one
year and one month after leaving Egypt, Numbcrs I0: I I ), thc
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Lord instructed Moses, "Ye have dwelt long enough in this
mount: Turn you, and take yourjourney, and go to the mount
of the Amorites, and unto all the places nigh thereunto, and in
the plain, in the hills, and in the vale, and in the south, and by
the sea side, to the land of the Canaanites, and unto Lebanon,
unto the greatriver, the river Euphrates. Behold,I have set the
land before you: go in and possess the land which the Lord
sware unto your fathers, Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, [o give
unto them and to their seed after them" (Deuteronomy l:6-8).

Reason for Deprivation of Canaanite Tribes

In giving the land to Israel, the Lord was depriving the
nations that hitherto had been possessors of the Land. Why
were these Gentile nations to be dispo.ssessed, yea,
exterminated? Because, after four hundred and thirty years
since God spoke to Abraham (when the iniquity of the
Amorites were not yetfull, Genesis l5: l6), they were now ripe
for judgment. Like Sodom and Gomorrah whose "cry is great
and sin is grievous," and God has come to rain down brimstone
and fire (Genesis l8:20; 19:24), the seven nations that were
greater and mightier than Israel (Deuteronomy 7:l) are to be

destroyed. And Israel was God's instrument of judgment.

Thus Moses admonished them to consecrate themselves in the
jihad (holy war) ahead of them. Israel invaded Canaan at this
point of time by what we would call "the punitive will o1'God."

Moses said, "Understand therefore this day, that the
Lord thy God is he which goeth before thee; as a con.suniing
fire he shall destroy them, and he shall bring them down before
thy face: so shalt thou drive them out, and destroy them
quickly, as the Lord hath said unto thee. Speak not thou in
thine heart, after that the Lord thy God hath cast them out from
befbre thee, saying, For my righteousness the Lord hath
brought me in to possess this land: but for the wickedne.ss of
these nations the Lord doth drive them out from before thee ...



38

lvory relief of the bare-breasted fertility goddess of
Cânaan' from a vault in the harbor area at Ugarit

"Speak unto the children of Israel, and sity unto them, rilhen ye are passed

over Jordan into the land of canaan; Then ye shall drive out all the

inhabitants of the land from before you, and destroy all their pictures, and

destroy all th pluck down all theirhigh places:

And ye shall f the land, and dwell therein: for

I have given .But if ye will not drive out lhe

inhabitants of the land from before you; then it shall come to pass, that

those which ye let remain of them shall be pricks in your eyes, and thorns

in your sides, and shall vex you in the land wherein ye dwell. Moreover

itsallcome topass, thatl shall dounto you, asI thoughtto dounto them"

(Numbers 33:5 l-53, 55-56).
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and that he may perform the word which the Lord sware unto
thy fathers, Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob" (Deuteronomy 9:3-5).

The Theology of War

In this mandate to Israel to destroy the Canaanite tribes
because of their grievous sins, we can learn one aspect of the

theology of war. While there are wars of aggression waged by
the strong to eatup the weak, like Saddam Hussein's annexation

of Kuwait which must be resisted, there is coming for sure a

final world war when He will gather the kings of the whole
world to a place called Armageddon as God's means of
judging this rebellious earth. For Scripture tells us that it is
after the sixth angel had poured out his vial (bowl) upon the

great river Euphrates, and the water thereof was dried up, that

the way of the kings of the east might be prepared (Revelation

16:12-16). War comes from the lustful heart of rúan (James

4: I ), but God uses it to fulfil His higher purpose of judgment.

"Theoloscope" on the Gulf War

As to the war that was raging in the Gulf and so vividly
captured live on the T.V. it must be seen through our
"[heoloscope." Theologically speaking the Gulf war was not

started by Saddam Hussein or Bush but by God. It comes

under the last and most mysterious aspect of His Sevenfold
Will which we call the Decretive Will. This is what we call in
law the remote cause, but Saddam being the immediate cause

cannot exonerate himself. "It is impossible but that olfences

will come: but woe unto him, through whom they come" (Luke

l7:l). God's sovereignty and human responsibility!
Was God using Saddam Hussein to invade Kuwaitas He

used the Assyrian king to invade Samaria? "O Assyrian, [he

rod of mine an ger, and the staff in their hand is mine indignation.

I will send him against an hypocritical nation, and against the
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people of my wrath will I give him a charge, to take the spoil,
and to take the prey, and to tread them down like the mire of
the streets. Howbeit he meaneth not so, neither doth his heart
think so; but it is in his heart to destroy and cut off nations not
a few. ... For he saith, By the strength of my hand I have done
it, and by my wisdom; for I am prudent: and I have removed
the bounds of the people, and have robbed their treasures, and
I have put down the inhabitants like a valiant man: And my
hand hath found as a nest the riches of the people: and as one
gathereth eggs that are left, have I gathered all the earth; and
there was none that moved the wing, or opened the mouth, or
peeped (Isaiah l0:5-7; l3-ll).

We would not venture to equate Saddam Hussein with
the Assyrian king. At any rate, when the Iraqi leader lost the
Gulf war, we can safely say he came under judgment of a
Righteous God, by His punitive will. Not "Might is right, but
right is might." God is still on the throne. Theoloscope!
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CHAPTER II

DISPOSSESSION AND DISPERSAL

Condition of Possession

So the land that was promised to Abraham, Isaac and
Jacob came into Israel's possession subst¿ntially under Joshua,
successor to Moses but on condition of absolute obedience. In
Deuteronomy 28:1, Moses said to Israel, "And it shall come to
pass, if thou shalt hearken diligently unto the voice of the Lord
thy God, to observe and to do all his commandments which I
command thee this day, that the Lord thy God will set thee on
high above all nations of the earth."

Dispossession and Dispersal Predicted

"But it shall come to pass, if thou wilt not hearken unto
the voice of the Lord thy God, to observe to do all his
cclmmandments and his statutes which I command thee this
day, that all these curses shall come upon thee, and overtake
l.hee ... And it shall come to pass, that as the Lord rejoiced over
you to do you good, and to multiply you: so the Lord will
rejoice over you to destroy you and bring you to nought; and
ye shall be plucked from off the land whither thou goest to
possess it. And there thou shalt serve other gods, which neither
thou nor thy fathers have known, even wood and stone. And
among l.hese nations.shalt thou fìnd no ease, neither shall the
sole of thy f'oot have rest: but the Lord shall give thee there a
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trembling heart, and failing of eyes, and sorrow of mind; and
thy life shall hang in doubt before thee; and thou shalt fear day
and night, and shalt have none assurance of thy life: In the
morning thou shalt say, Would God it were even ! And at even
thou shalt say, Would God it were morning! For the fear of
thine heart wherewith thou shalt fear, and for the sight of thine
eyes which thou shalt see" (Deuteronomy 28:63-61).

Curse Repeated

This curse pronounced by Moses is repeated in
Deuteronomy 3l:27-29, "For I know thy rebellion, and thy
stiff neck: behold, while I am yet alive with you this day, ye

have been rebellious against the Lord: and how much more
after my death? Gather unto me all the elders of yourtrihes and
your officers, that I may speak these words in their ears, and

call heaven and earth to record against them. For I know that
after my death ye will utterly corrupt yourselves, and turn
aside from the way which I have commanded you: and evil will
befall you in the latter days; because ye will do evil in the sight
of the Lord, to provoke Him to anger through the work of your
hands."

And Moses spake these words to Israel that day:
I know you'll turn from my way,
And corrupt yourselves everyone through and through,
So evil will befall you.
Because you'll do evil before the Lord
To provoke Him and anger Him,
Because you'll do evil before the Lord,
Surely He'll cast you away.

History of Dispossession and Dispersal

That Israel would turn away from their God happened


