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john william burgon (1813-1888)
Professor of Divinity, Oxford University

Dean of Chichester
John William Burgon was a man of deep faith and strong 
convictions, with an intense love of the Word, and a fierce 
loyalty to God’s Truth. Raised of God at a time of great 
“falling away” from the faith, Burgon devoted himself 
with singleness of mind to defend the inspired Word of 
God by study of ancient manuscripts, the source texts of 
Bible translations.

Travelling extensively, he visited libraries throughout 
Europe, including the Vatican, to examine and study 
all available NT manuscripts. By his vast knowledge 
of Greek, he was able to identify those preserved NT 
manuscripts originating from the Apostolic church, and 
handed down intact up to the time of the Reformation.

To this group of preserved manuscripts, Dean Burgon 
gave the name of “Traditional Text,” which formed 
the basis of the KJV, and continued to be used in the 
Protestant Church for the next three hundred and fifty 
years. He also identified the Codex Vaticanus and Codex 
Sinaiticus to be among manuscripts the “most corrupt.”
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with my born-again experience in high school, through 
my fundamentalist days at Moody, and on through my 
evangelical days at Wheaton—my faith has been based 
completely on a certain view of the Bible as the fully inspired, 
inerrant word of God. Now I no longer saw the Bible that 
way.”

Ehrman’s testimony serves as a warning: If we do not 
believe that God has verbally and plenarily preserved His 
words, that we have truly the very words of God today—
100% infallible and inerrant without any mistake—and are 
against the Hebrew, Aramaic and Greek words behind the 
KJV, we might just end up like Ehrman—an agnostic and a 
modernist.

It goes without saying that it is not enough for true 
Christianity to believe in the Verbal Plenary Inspiration 
(VPI) of the Scriptures; it is equally important to believe 
in the Verbal Plenary Preservation (VPP) of the Scriptures. 

“The words of the LORD are pure words: as silver tried in a 
furnace of earth, purified seven times. Thou shalt keep them, 
O LORD, thou shalt preserve them from this generation for 
ever” (Ps 12:6–7). The twin doctrines of VPI and VPP are 
our only sure defence against the attacks on the Bible today. 
We have a fixed Canon and a fixed Text. We see no need for 
textual criticism and we reject higher criticism altogether. 

The leadership of the Far Eastern Bible College believes 
without any reservation the present infallibility and 
inerrancy of the Holy Scriptures as spelled out in the College 
Constitution (see Appendix O).

The Board of Directors and Faculty affirm their allegiance 
to the Word of God by taking the Dean Burgon Oath at 
every annual convocation: “I swear in the Name of the 
Triune God: Father, Son and Holy Spirit that I believe ‘the 
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Bible is none other than the voice of Him that sitteth upon 
the throne. Every book of it, every chapter of it, every verse 
of it, every word of it, every syllable of it, every letter of it, 
is the direct utterance of the Most High. The Bible is none 
other than the Word of God, not some part of it more, some 
part of it less, but all alike the utterance of Him that sitteth 
upon the throne, faultless, unerring, supreme.’ So help me, 
God. Amen.”

FEBC Faculty and Board Taking the Dean Burgon Oath




