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PROPERTY ACROSS THE STREET
8th October 1989

might solve the congestion problem of our Church

grounds. We tried to acquire No. 6 Gilstead Road,
but it slipped through our fingers. Of late there was talk
of adding another storey on the L-Block. Now we have
approached the owners of the Eye Clinic.

Through Elder Ang Kheng Leng, honorary architect
of our Church-College-Kindergarten complex, contact is
being maintained with the Eye Clinic. There are many
bidders, but if the Lord wills we should get it, praises and
hosannas to His Holy Name! Meanwhile we can all pray.
Come to Tuesday night prayer meeting and pray as a
united family.

I “ or several years we have been perplexed how we

| ]
W

AS we pray, we must also pay! Faith without works
is dead. In the spirit of 1979 when we launched the
woodlands Building Fund, may | call you up, the
Faithfuls, to bring all the tithes into the storehouse
(Mal. 3:10) that there be no lack when the transaction of
sale is made! “To start making the Bomb when War is
declared” is too late.

Our financial position today is we have around $2
million, 2/3 of which is loaned to sister churches to help
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2 Chronicles of Conquest

them in their building projects. A greater part of these
loans, however, are retrievable in a short time. What we
need in addition is at least $4 million.

The sum seems big, but in reality it is smalll What is
that to a congregation of over 1,200? In the spirit of
Joshua and Caleb, let us recall the great deeds God had
done during the days we built Woodlands. When our
congregation was half of what we number today, we
gave, in exactly 4 years, $3 million. Today, if a couple
were to buy a flat in town, they would happily sweat it
out to get 1/2 million dollars. It all depends on you, my
Reader! If it is the Lords will we acquire the said prop-
erty, let us respond lovingly, cheerfully. He that giveth
much loveth much. *God loveth a cheerful giver. And
God is able to make all grace abound toward you; that
ve, always having all sufficiency in all things, may
abound to every good work” (I Cor. 9:7, 8).

At our first disclosure of the present development, an
FEBC student spontaneously responded with $300.
Kelapa Sawit Kindergarten, having received so much
from the Mother Church, reciprocated with a S$5,000
pledge! Our Extension Building Fund is launched into the
deep as of today, October 8, 1989. N.B.!

LAST WEEKS GENERAL OFFERINGS:
$3,273 (8.00 am); $8,407 (10.30 am)

LEXTENSION BUILDING FUND:
$5.000 (Kelapa Sawil Kindergarten), $3,850; $1,000;
$300:; $731 (Chinese S.); $200.

OFFIFERINGS FFOR:

Batam $425(WF); FERC Scholarship S200(WE); Dan Ebert
Bible College $300, $25, $1,120, $150, $200; Ch.
Renovation $200; Missions $1.550; Children’s Choir $50;
Roska S. $100. $50; C. Scet $S300; C. wong $300: ). 1P,
David $200; Jess T. $300; Jermima 1. $390, S10: J. Khoo
$390.
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FROM D-DAY TO TOTAL ATTACK!
15th October 1989

-Day refers to June 6, 1944, when the Allied

Forces under General Eisenhower landed in N.

France in the final stages of World War 1. Last
Sunday, when we were still negotiating for the property
across the street, we re-launched the sluggish Extension
Building Fund. This was our D-Day. Over $10,000 came
in for the ERF.

This week we report the meeting with the owner Mrs
Oh through Elder Ang Kheng Leng last Monday evening,
Oct. 9. The deal was happily closed for $6.95 million.
With 29,026 sq.ft., the price is slightly less than $240 per
ft. The deposit of 10% works out at $695,000. The rest is
to be paid by Feb. 28, 1990. (Ms. Lim Li, who helped us
in Woodlands, is our solicitor again.)

With 4 1/2 months to go, we have little time to waste.
Forward, total attack! As the news is spread to the whole
Church, members are beginning to rally to the Lord. Be
encouraged in the Lord by reading the Offerings column,
back page!

“Bring ye all the tithes into the storehouse” (Mal. 3:10).
Tithe means 1/10. That sacred tenth of all our incomes
belongs to the Lord. If we withhold them, we rob God
Mal. 3:8)! We built Gilstead Road and Woodlands only
with tithes and free-will offerings, not by holding concerts
or fun-fairs, as modernist churches do.

As the amount is great and time is short we would
appeal to those who have given to further help out with
loans, interest-free! This will save the Church 6% should
we be pressed to loan from the bank. Remember we
have to pay that $6.95 million bill by Feb. 28, 1990

Giving by Lifers, since woodlands, is a hilarious
exercise to God. We want to be first, not last! Let us learn
a lesson from the Song of Deborah after the Battle of the
River Kishon with the northern Gentiles:

“My heart is toward the governors of Israel, that of-
fered themselves willingly among the people. Bless ye
the Lord.” Praise God for a unanimous decision by the
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4 Chronicles of Conquest

Session. There is a growing and glowing zeal among
Session members as the Battle hots up!

“For the divisions of Reuben, there were great
thoughts of heart. Why abodest thou among the sheep-
folds, to hear the bleatings of the flocks?” In this case,
instead of coming to the Lord's help, are there those who
only sit and talk, who like to “hear the bleatings of the
flocks™ According to several experts, the price we pay is
the market price, which is still rising. But to Life Church,
it is priceless, because, being next door, it has "marriage”
value (using the Realtor's language). What price a wife? A
discerning Lifer said, “There is no comparison even be-
tween No. 6 and this right-centre property.”

what we need indeed is unity. Unity of heart, unity of
action. With this spirit, when we were half the size of
what we are today, we conquered Woodlands by giving
$3 million in exactly four years. Now, when the Lord has
prospered us 10 times, can we not do it in 4 1/2 months?
We can, we can by His strength!

THE ACQUISITION OF THE PROPERTY across the
street will relieve not only the congestion this side of the
street, accord our S. S. and YFs rooms and grounds for
recreation, but also immediate accommodation to a
bursting Chinese Service. The upper storey of the in-
patients block allows for more resident FEBC students to
be taken in.

Do not think the College is a burden to the Church.
There's a song, “Every Burden Becomes a Blessing.” For
such a time as this, the FEBC Treasurer rallies with a
goodly sum. The whole FEBC family, faculty and stu-
dents, have risen also to the occasion, even our Korean
students. The Korean Church, like a brother, comes 1o
our distress, so does Sharon! Friends of FEBC offer help
spontaneously — the irresistible working of God's power!
Of the scores of letters we have received in support of
FEBC, here's one with a $150 envelope just come to
hand: “Please accept this gift as a token of my whole-
hearted support for FEBC. It encourages my heart to see
this school of prophets doing Gods work in these last
days before our Lord's return. May you and your staff and
students stand firm in that holy faith once and for all
delivered unto the saints.”
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Another Letter of Support from a Young Lifer

I am writing to tell of the blessings I receive through
the Tuesday Night Prayer Meetings. It always feels so
good to be in Gods House listening to His word ex-
pounded and others' experiences with Him. Regular at-
tendance has brought me closer to the Church. I am now
able to identify with Life Church more. Also, it is a time
when fellow members are known, at least by sight. Being
able to have a part in praying for one another, for the
Land across the street, for Renu, a friend of Elder
Mahadevan's daughter in USA, gives me great joy.

Also, Dr Steele’s teaching, though simple even for a
child to understand, is very effective in bringing across to
us the profound truths of Gods words. He always holds
me spellbound. Though [ have gone through Daniel once
before, during which my faith was greatly strengthened,
this “revision” reveals further insights into Daniel and his
friends’ God-fearing and God-honouring attitudes. Thus, |
am all the more comforted and encouraged in my walk
with God in this sinful world.

Besides, precious lessons can also be learnt from
testimonies given of help, guidance and even chastise-
ments received from God who doeth all things well. In all,
prayer time is like being in Heaven, and those who miss
it are missing great spiritual blessings.

As | shared with a sister how we might even have to
survive on bread and water to save for the building fund
by February '90, I'm so touched by her having done so
for the past few weeks, though her grandmother will be
undergoing an eye operation soon.

— A sinner saved by grace, A Lifer

LLAST WEEK'S GENERAL OFFERINGS:
$2,825 (8.00 am); $4.622 (10.30 am)

EXTENSION BUILDING FUND (Gifts and Pledges from
oct 8):

7)$ 1 7(BoX); 8)$280; 9)$2,000; 10)$30,000; 11)$46,150;
12)$5,000; 13)$7,000; 14)$100,000; 15)$100:; 16)$50;
17)$1.000; 18)$200; 19)$100; 20)$1,000; 21)$100;
22)$50; 23)$50(BoX); 24)$30(FEBCet, BoOX); 25)$10,000;
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Give of Your Best to the Master

H. B. G, Mra. COARLES BARNARD
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26)$50; 27)$2,000; 28)$1,000: 29)$5,000; 30)$100:;
31)$500; 32)$10,000; 33)$50,000:; 34)$50,000; 35)$300:
36)S$S500; 37)$183; 38)$55; 39)$50; 40)$200(Batam).
Total: $334,146.00.

OFFERINGS DESIGNATED FOR:

Dan Ebert Bible College $500(Boxes), $200, $200: Hope
BPC $100; Ch. Renovation $100; NBC Library $80;
Books for FEBC student $100; Eld Chia K. C. $300: Eld
W. Seah $200; Rev Djunaidi $200; Sis. Roska $300: Sis
J. Tow $50, $200; Bro J. Khoo $50.
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SYNOPSIS OF PASTOR'S 39TH ANNIVERSARY
MESSAGE
22nd October 1989

r I \ here is a Chinese saying (&%&+8 » AlA—#): “Keep
an army a thousand days to use it in one day.”
This saying well applies to Life Church now
poised over the property across the road.

Let me remind you the Church is an army while on
her earthly pilgrimage. Hence the term, “The Church
Militant.” Our Church was engaged in the War for
woodlands from 1979 to 1983. After woodlands God
gave us rest for a number of years, like an army returned
to barracks. But now the bugle has sounded again! Total
attack “across the road™

There is a wonderful parallel between our present
situation, as we celebrate our 39th Anniversary Thanks-
giving, and Israel about to cross Jordan on the 39th year
of her Exodus. This parallel is recorded in Numbers 32.
when Israel had conquered the land on the outerside of
Jordan, Reuben, Gad and the half-tribe of Manasseh were
content to dwell there. They said to Moses, “If we have
found grace in thy sight, let this land be given unto thy
servants for a possession, and bring us not over Jordan”
(Num. 32:5).

But Moses replied, “Shall your brethren go to war and
shall ye sit here? And wherefore discourage ye the heart
of the children of Israel from going over into the land
which the Lord hath given them? Thus did your fathers,
when 1 sent them from Kadesh-barnea to see the land.
For when they went up unto the valley of Eshcol, and
saw the land, they discouraged the heart of the children
of Israel, that they should not go into the land which the
Lord had given them . . . ." Realising the peril of sitting on
their laurels while Israel was under orders to advance,
the two-and-a-half tribes quickly closed ranks. They re-

sponded to Moses, “... we ourselves will go ready
armed before the children of israel, until we have brought
thern unto their place . ..” (Num. 32:17). Are there some

Lifers like Reuben, Gad and the half-tribe of Manasseh
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8 Chronicles of Conquest

who are not zealous about crossing over to the new
Promised Land? Be quick also to close ranks to form a
united army. The oneness of purpose and spirit is a pre-
requisite to victory. Let us be spiritually prepared. Morale
is more important than munitions.

To prepare ourselves spiritually, let us come before
the Lord for cleansing. Let us encourage, and not dis-
parage, one another. Let us pray together every Tuesday
night in our army headquarters at Gilstead Road. This is
our vertical preparation.

Horizontally speaking, we must now be physically
armed for war. Swords, spears, bows, arrows were the
ancient weapons carried by the Israelites. God would
want them to do their bit after all those years of wilder-
ness training. To assault the territory before us, we need
to use our financial resources. Our tithes, free-will offer-
ings, savings, yea, even loan of our children's education
funds are a help to the Lord. Last of all interest-free loans
in sizeable sums are needed to make up the $5 million
nett we need. Amen.

LAST WEEKS GENERAL OFFERINGS:
*$4,415 (8.00 am); *$8,253 (10.30 am)

EXTENSION BUILDING FUND:

41)$100; 42)$65(B0oX); 43)$100; 44)$2,000; 45)$5,000:
46)$40(B0OX); 47)$400; 48)$3,000; 49)$500:; 50)$50:;
51)$200; 52)$2,000; 53)$5,000; 54)$1,000:; 55)$300;
56)$500; 57)$10,000; 58)S$S100; 59)S$S100; 60)$100:
61)$300; 62)$980; 63)S$710; 64)$2,800; 65)$900: 66)S200;
G67)$2,000; 68)S900; 69)¥S4.,415; 70)*$8,253;
71)S145(Hope BPC); 72)$350; 73)$1,000; 74)$100.
Total: $387,754.00.

Stop Press! 75)$20,000.

OFFERINGS FOR:
Missions $1,600; Missionaries $50: RTL $200: D. Ebert
Bible College $51; K. Sawit $10; Jess T. $15.
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HOW DAVID AND HIS PEOPLE PREPARED
FOR GOD'S HOUSE
20th October 1989

ext: 1 Chronicles 29:1-9
“Furthermore, David the King said unto all the

congregation, Solomon my son, whom alone God
hath chosen, is yet young and tender, and the work is
great: for the palace is not for man, but for the Lord God.
Now | have prepared with all my might for the House of
my God the gold for things to be made of gold, and the
silver for things of silver, and the brass for things of
brass, the iron for things of iron, and wood for things of
wood; onyx stones, and stones to be set, glistering
stones, and of divers colours, and all manner of precious
stones, and marble stones in abundance. Moreover, be-
cause 1 have set my dffection to the House of my God, |
have of mine own proper good, of gold and silver, which
I have given to the House of my God, over and above all
that 1 have prepared for the Holy House, even three
thousand talents of gold, of the gold of Ophir, and seven
thousand talents of refined silver, to overlay the walls of
the houses withal: The gold for things of gold, and the
silver for things of silver, and for all manner of work to be

9



10 Chronicles of Conquest

made by the hands of artificers. And who then is willing
to consecrate his service this day unto the Lord?

“Then the chief of the fathers and princes of the
tribes of Israel, and the captains of thousands and of
hundreds, with the rulers of the King's work, offered
willingly, and gave for the service of the House of God
of gold five thousand talents and ten thousand drams,
and of silver ten thousand talents, and of brass eighteen
thousand talents, and one hundred thousand talents of
iron. And they with whom precious stones were found
gave them to the treasure of the House ol the Lord, by
the hand of Jehiel the Gershonite. Then the people re-
joiced, for that they offered willingly, because with perfect
heart they offered willingly to the Lord: and David the King
also rejoiced with great joy.”

In our preparation to buy over the property across
the road, we have called to members to bring in your
tithes. This is according to Malachi 3:10 in which is
promised a blessing from Above. The tithe being our
sacred tenth due to God our Provider, it must also be
willingly offered.

When our hearts are right with God, when we realise
with King David that “all things come of Thee, and of
Thine own have we given thee” (I Chron. 29:14), then we
rejoice to give as * the King also rejoiced with great joy”
(I Chron. 29:9).

There is felt a swell and a tide of goodwill carrying us
over to the new Promised Land. The week previous, |
told you how, first of all, Kelapa Sawit and FEBC students
rallied t0 our cause. Then came good wishes from the
FEBC Treasurer who would make all funds available for
the Day of Transaction. Then came news of the Korean
Churchr's help and of Sharon's. The Chinese Congregation
is rallying with all her savings and with substantial sums
from members. Now we have help coming from Muar
BPC and [rom Rawang. Our own Sunday School's
$10,000 is just the beginning! A YFer handed me $500
after service last Lord's Day with kind words ol encour-
agement from the young people. LBC is chiming in 10o!
A session member ol New Life would suggest loaning us
from their flourishing Kindergarten, elc., etc.



Chronicles of Conquest 11

Dear Reader, it is once in a lifetime, or once in a
century, that we have the opportunity of building God's
House. May God bless you, your family and children, as
you also offer willingly to Him. “God loveth a cheerful
giver. And God is able to make all grace abound toward
you; that ye, always having all sulfficiency in all things,
may abound to every good work” (I Cor. 9:7, 8). Amen.

A Paragraph from Calvary B-P Church WeekKly,
15 Oct ‘89

God never forces anyone to give! Our giving must be
out of gratitude and thankfulness. “God loveth a cheerful
giver.” Let our giving to the Heavenly Father match our
giving to our earthly son (or daughter). For my child I am
ready and happy to spend. (Just write out a list and see
it you will not be shocked: all the expensive education,
tuition, extra tutors, clothes, equipment, recreation, va-
cations, overseas education, extra doctors fees, etc.,
etc.) If my child deserves all these, and he or she has
given me nothing yet, WHAT DOES MY FATHER IN
HEAVEN DESERVE? He has given me ETERNAL LIFE,
“an inheritance incorruptible, and undefiled, and that
fadeth not away, reserved in heaven” (I Peter 1:4). And (o
think of it: God has given me EVERYTHING. All that I am,
and all that I have, are from Him. “All to Jesus | surrender,
All to Him 1 freely give.” May this be our heart response.
To do otherwise will not honour the GIVER nor bring
blessing to ourselves.

In the light of what we do for our children, including
what is not mentioned above, i.e., a savings account for
each of their higher education, we, in Life Church, are
appealing for the loan of your childs or children's edu-
cation fund. So far 3 young people have responded, each
with $25,000. God bless these young people with suc-
cess in their ‘O’ and ‘A’ Level and “U” examinations!

“‘BEULAH LAND”
Since the land across the street has “marriage” value

in the words of realtors, a brother suggested we should
call it “Beulah Land.” "“Beulah” in Hebrew means “married.”
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Wwith this suggestion we heartily concur! According to
David, "The {measuring) lines are fallen unto me in pleas-
ant places; yea, I have a goodly heritage” (Ps. 16:6).

Herewith we reproduce from the Government survey
map the Beulah Land that you can identify across the
street. It has an area of 29,026 sq.ft. against the Church's
52,223. Whereas the Church is standing on 99-year lease
as of Aug. 1, 1957, Beulah Land is freehold!

The European castle-like structure with attached L-
Hostel blends perfectly with our six-column Church. The
spacious lawns allow for Church outdoor functions. The
same can be converted into a basket-ball court cum car
park, etc., etc. — T.T.

39TH ANNIVERSARY THANKSGIVING OFFERINGS:
On 21 Oct. — $15,242.00%
On 22 Oct. — $24,911.00%

EXTENSION BLDG FUND:

76)$100; 77)$200; 78)$390; 79)$200: 80)$1,000:
81)$1,000; 82)$200; 83)$200; 84)$710; 85)$50:
86)$500(LCYF); 87)$600; 88)$100; 89)$ 122.50(BOXES);
90)$100; 91)$73; 92)$1,000; 93)$1,000; 94)$100; 95)$50:
96)$1,000; 97)$100; 98)$100; 99)$100; 100)$10,000:
101)$3.000; 102)$2,925(LBC); 103)$100; 104)$50;
105)$50; 106)$100; 107)$100; 108)$200: 109)$15,242%:
110)$200; 111)$1,000; 112)$4,500; 113)$3,600:
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114)$500; 115)$35; 116)$930; 117)$2,000; 118)$1,030:;
119)$100; 120)S190; 121)8$24,91 1**; 122)$50.
Total: $487,562.50.

LOANS:
1)$25,000; 2)$50,000(Children’'s Ed. Fund).
Total: $75,000.

GRAND TOTAL.: $562,562.50.

OFFERINGS FOR:
D. Ebert Bible College $300, $1,000.

A Collection, Not an Offering

A little boy had a dog that he loved. He reserved the
portion of roast beef he had received at the dinner table
for his dog.

“My son,” said his father, “it would be better if you ate
that meat yourself and gave your doggie some of the
scraps that are left.” At the end of the meal all that the
little boy could give to his dog was a plate of scraps he
collected from around the table. Said he to his dog, "I
wanted to make you an offering, but here is only a col-
lection.”

’\
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THE IRRESISTIBLE POWER OF GOD
5th November 1989

heart!

Years ago, during the building of a bridge
across a portion of New York harbour, the engineers
were seeking a base for one of the buttresses. They
struck upon an old scow (boat) full of bricks and stone
that had sunk in the mud until practically buried. Divers
were sent down to place great chains under the scow so
that it could be raised, but every effort failed.

A young engineer assured them it could be done. He
brought two barges and attached huge chains around the
scow to beams on the barges. The chains were tightly
fastened at low tide. As the tide swept up the harbour,
raising the barges, the buried scow shook, shivered and
let go. It was raised by the lift of the Atlantic Ocean!

The lethargy that hinders God's work cannot be re-
moved but by God Himself. “Not by might, nor by power,
but by my Spirit, saith the Lord of Hosts” (Zech. 4.:6).

How can our Church take over the Beulah Land
across the road at such a cost in so short a time — $6.95
million in 4 months and 3 weeks? Let us look at Him
alone who led Israel across Jordan at floodtide. But Israel
had to follow swiftly their appointed leader into the field.

Remember our slogan used years ago in building
Gilstead Road, “if every member will do his best, God will
take care of the rest™? What have you done, so far, for the
Lord, and time is running out?

I et me tell you a little anecdote to encourage your

‘God Helps Those who Help Themselves”

How can you help? If you have no
savings, you can give your 13th monthl
God does not require what we do not
have, but what we already have. (God has
no so-called “faith-promise” plan, but “love-
action” plan.) I am proposing that mem-
bers of the Church staff set an example to

14



Chronicles of Conquest 15

the whole congregation, as we did in going to Wood-
lands. The whole Session responded in unison. Then
rallied the whole congregation! with that 13th month, we
were enabled to pay off a big bill, I believe, over a quarter
million. If we could do this for land opposite Malaysia, we
can do it the more for land right under our nose! Let
members encourage one another! Talk it up like Caleb
and Joshua: “The Land, which we passed through to
search it, is an exceeding good land. If the Lord delight
in us, then He will bring us into this land, and give it to
us .. ." (Numbers 14:7, 8).

(I want to thank an elder for encouragement in the
big battle ahead. He suggests Charles Seet make a big
chart to show our weekly progress.)

“‘“Never Pay Interest!”

Last sunday | preached on the Rechabites (Jer. 35)
who kept the word of their ancestor and were
commended. One thing | have learned from my Grandpa
is “never pay interest”t So, when we went to woodlands,
we struggled our hardest in giving and loaning to the
Church totalling $3 million. We were saved from carrying
the heavy burden of paying interest to some bank.

In the same vein, may | ask you to help out the
Church by interest-free loans. A member said we could
take several millions loan to save this tight situation. But
she did not realise, were we to take $2.5 million at 6
percent we would have to pay $150,000 per annum.
Should we take two to three years to clear, this would
amount to $400,000. Let us save this blood oozing for
the Lord.

We have mentioned how your children's education
fund can help. God bless your children and their future.
You can loan a portion of your POSB savings, counting
the interest thereof as your offering to the Lord. Now, it
is to the poor that our little sums can mean so much.
$2,000; $5,000; $10,000 are small sums, but in our
present situation they are big. And the Lord has made
Himself poor for us that we through His poverty might be
rich - rich in having a share in God's enterprise. Moreover,
there’'s the guarantee: “He that hath pity upon the poor
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lendeth unto the Lord; and that which he hath given will

he pay him again” (Prouv. 19:17). Don't let our Church pay
interest!

More About Beulah Land

- e €I i} m%

we have named the new property “Beulah Land.”
Now you notice the triangular piece and the former Reshiti
land are shaded. The triangular piece is a buffer whereon
is built a low PUB sub-station with trees planted for shade
to our side. The rectangular shaded area shows the
unbuilt part of a 16-storey (we're told) condominium not
shown on the map. Though skyscrapers rise around
Beulah Land, we are by no means hemmed in. we re-
main the shady oasis as Beulah Land has been. There is
also ample parking space along the triangle and above.
“The lines are fallen unto me in pleasant places; yea, |
have a goodly heritage" (Ps. 16:16).

Another asset of Beulah Land is the buildings are in
good repair, so we'll not spend but a few thousand
dollars to remove partitions to make utmost room for
group meetings. “Economy is the mother of prosperity.”

Mission to Kuching
Next Lords Day | shall be speaking in Kuching (my

monthly appointment with the Chines Service will be
taken by Dr Steele.) Pray for me that my speaking 1o
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Seven Pastors and to the unsaved
at night meetings will be blessed of
God. Rev Djunaidi will be there to
discuss how the work at Kuching
----- might be advanced. He need not fly
now, but come overland from
Pontianak by bus, so as to save ex-
penses. God's work is like waging a
war. There can be no let-up!

Pontianak

LAST WEEK'S GENERAL OFFERINGS:
*$4,717 (8.00 am); *$10,332 (10.30 am)

EXTENSION BUILDING FUND:

123)850; 124)$100; 125)$215(Boxes); 126)$100;
127)$100; 128)$50; 129)$3,850; 130)$200(H. Blessing);
131)$1,000 132)$100; 133)$50; 134)$500; 135)$65;
136)$500(S.S. Adult Dept); 137)$150; 138)S$1,000;
139)$1,000; 140)$500; 141)$4,717%, 142)$10,332*,
Total: $512,141.50.

LOANS:
3)$1,000(C Ed F); 4)$10,000; 5)$20,000; 6)$80,000.
Total: $186,000.

GRAND TOTAL: $698,141.50.

OFFERINGS FFOR:
D. Ebert Bible College $560(LBC), $30; Batam $30.

A member of the Children’'s Choir has added to Loans
from Children’'s Education Fund, $1,000: “I told my
Mummy that I want to lend the Church all my savings in
my OCBC Young Savers bank book. I don't need the
money until 1 go to University. After lending the Church 1
have few dollars left, but never mind, 1 will be getting lots
of *hongbaos” for Chinese New Year and 1 will top up my
account again.” (God bless as Jesus did the boy who
gave 5 loaves and 2 fishes.)

A young Lifer loans $10,000 and adds, “l don't need this
sum. You can use it for as long as you need it.” His wife
gives $1,000.
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STOP PRESS! EBF

143)$39; 144)$500; 145)$50; 146)$1,200(Bethel BPC,
Melbourne).

Total: $513,930.50.

LLOANS:
7)$150,000.
Total: $336,000.

GRAND TOTAL.: $849,930.50.
Hallelujah, Praise the Lord!

Another wellwisher says, “1 have decided to give my 13th
month bonus, once in a lifetime to extend God's House.
After all, its an extra month's pay which if spent goes to
nothing. For these luxuries are quitc unnecessary.” (A
book of words of encouragement by “lovers of God” will
be compiled to His glory after 28 Feb'90.)

Bethel BPC, Melbourne, sends greetings thru' the pastor
Dr S. H. Tow with a love gift. They will enter Oakleigh
Church premises as of Nov. 15 and begin service Nov.
19. Bethel Church also thanks Life Church for sending
Elder & Mrs Khoo since 9 Sep. '89. They request the
Khoos to stay on till 9 Jan. '00 and return again 21 Feb.
'00. “We are much in prayer with you in your undertaking
to acquire the land at Gilstead Rd. Please be assured of
our continued prayer support, as you also remember us
before God's holy throne.”



VI

THIS WEEK'S WAR BULLETIN
12th November 1989

S we are “at war’ in our present crusade to take
Beulah Land, a weekly Bulletin to keep you in-
formed is a must.

If you ask what is our strategy of win-

ning this war, 1 would answer simply, “Your
interest-free loans — from your POSB Sav-
ings Account.” Now, what is required of
you is to loan as much as you can to the
Lord. The interest you forego for the Lord's
sake is accounted your offering. (If at any
time after Feb. 28, '90 you have need of your money or
part of it, the Church will repay you in the shortest pos-
sible time.) While offerings might come in tens or hun-
dreds, what we need now is thousands, ten-thousands
and hundred-thousands. We must reach the target of 1/4
million every Lord's Day, whether by gift or loan, and we
are behind schedule!
In this hour of crying need, those who
respond to the Lords call are blessed be-
yond measure. (Read the story of King
David and Barzillai, II Sam. 17:27-29:
19:32-38). In the days of the prophet
Malachi, the Lords House was empty. So
the Prophet issued this call, “Bring ye all
the tithes (1/10) into the storehouse, that there may be
meat in mine house . .. .” Then he climaxed the call with
this promise, “And prove me now herewith, if 1 will not
open you the windows of heaven, and pour you out a
blessing, that there shall not be room enough to receive
it" (Mal. 3:10).

SO you have given your tithe. But we need to loan
the other 9/10 too! Now, 1 see a hesitancy in some com-
ing forward, and that for an obvious reason. Then let the
loan be transacted between you and me your pastor.
Your identity will be kept strictly confidential. As the loans
come in under this scheme, you will be given a Code
Name such as ABC, DEF, so that even the Treasurer will

19
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not know who you are. Only the pastor knows, you
know, and the Lord knows.

AS your pastor | have counselled a good number of
people. But every case is known only to me, and no one
else, not even my wife. With this confidence in the pas-
tor, I'm sure many more will come forward in answer to
the Lords call — “Bring ye all the tithes . . . Bring ye what-
ever you can loan!” “He that hath pity upon the poor
lendeth to the Lord; and that which he hath given will He
pay him again” (Prouv. 19:17).

with interest-free loans, the Church's burden will be
wonderfully lightened. Hundreds of thousands in interest
payments will be saved. wWho, after reading this call, will
respond with a sincere loan?

Trading Wisely with Every Talent

Last Lords Day we were invited to the 6th Anni-
versary Thanksgiving of New Life at Woodlands. We
were delighted to see the dining hall filled with three
congregations — the English, Chinese and Tamil. We saw
the evidence of a flourishing Kindergarten. New Life has
established a branch church (English and Chinese) at
Taman Sentosa, J.B. The latest addition to the Church is
a Book Room. Said Edward Low, an FEBC student from
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New Life, “This new enterprise is a boon to our Church.
Christians who live at wWoodlands come here to buy Bi-
bles, books and cards, thus saving them a trip to the City.
They are also attracted to our fellowship.” Moreover New
Life is going all out to help us in our present project as
we helped them in the past. “One good turn deserves
another.”

with the acquisition of Beulah Land, we should think
of ways and means whereby this new property would be
utilised to the fullest. We must trade wisely with every
God-given talent.

we shall open up rooms for the S.S., to0 our youth
groups, and renovate a hall to accommodate the Chinese
Service. There will be living quarters for the Church staff,
upstairs dorms for FEBC students. Perhaps a Day Care
Centre of a Child-care Centre? All open spaces to be
made available for car-parking, a basket-ball court and
badminton court cum car park? Let us use this present
property for a decade, after which the need might arise
to have a multi-storey complex put in its place. And all
these that Life Church might be a headquarters for ex-
tending God's Kingdom to the ends of the earth - while He
tarries. As we've used 9A to the last inch, so will we
develop No. 10.

Between Now and February 28, 1990,
the Lord needs $3.8 million

when we closed the deal
for $6.95 million, we had
accumulated $2 million as
from Nov. '83 to date. This
sum includes $160,000
designated for Bukit Batu
(Johore) where we have a
village church and Sunday
School, administered by
Kelapa Sawit. Two-thirds of
the $2 million were loaned to various B-P Churches to
help them in their building projects. Now they are being
recalled.

I'm
pressing on

the upward way!
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Now that this week's financial report shows the EBF
having pierced the million mark, we have roughly $3.8
million to surmount. Soon we should reach the half-way
mark. We are grateful to FEBC and the Korean Church for
their help. Also to Kelapa Sawit again with various indi-
vidual gifts. We hope the Korean School, which uses our
premises Saturday morning, will also help us! (We need
help from our Readers, both local and overseas!) — T. T.

LAST WEEK'S GENERAL OFFERINGS:
$ 6,477* (8.00 am); $18,716* (10.00 am)

EXTENSION BUILDING FUND:

147)$30; 148)$22; 149)$25(Boxes); 150)$500(YAF):
151)$500; 152)$36; 153)s31(Boxes); 154)$50,000:;
155)$100; 156)$36; 157)$21.60; 158)$21.60; 159)$1,440;
160)$40,000; 161)$130,000; 162)$500(Filipina F'ship);
163)S500; 164)S50; 165)$50; 166)$50; 167)S$S845(WF);
168)$40; 169)S100; 170)$50; 171)$200; 172)$230;
173)$200; 1 74)$400; 175)$1,030; 176)$30;
177)$680(Chinese S.); 178)$3,000; 179)$2,000
180)$S1,000; 181)S$1,000; 182)$200; 183)$1,100;
184)$200; 185)$50; 186)$200; 187)$50; 188)$200;
189)$100; 190)$200; 191)$200; 192)$100(Indonesian S.);
193)$10,000(Sunday School); 194)$150; 195)$6,477*;
196)18,716*;, 197)$5,070; 198)$5,000; 199)S1,000:;
200)$3,000.

Total: $800,661.70.

GRAND TOTAL (with loans): $1,136,661.70.

words of encouragement from lovers of God:

‘By your latest letter we see that you are at last able to
procure further property. What again amazes us is the
hilarity with which your people give! Money just seems to
pour in when there is a need. It does seem as though
Singapore’s economy is booming. Enclosed is a token
contribution towards purchasing that mansion next door.”

‘I am happy to learn of our Church's new extension plans
from your newsletter. Although | missed out on our
Church's recent 39th Anniversary Thanksgiving celebra-
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tions, due to my frequent travels abroad, nevertheless,
my thoughts and prayers are with you and the Church. 1
want to thank you for reminding us of God's
lovingkindness and tender mercies in Psalm 103:1-4.
Enclosed, please accept a token of my love-offering for
Gods extension works, so diligently carried out by you
and your co-workers in Christ.”

“As the LLord’s undershepherd, you must be shouldering a
truly heavy burden for Beulah Land. Your call for us to do
our best leaving the rest to the Lord has brought back
fond and reassuring memories of the power of our Lord
in enabling us to claim Gilstead Road in the first place.
Though my cheque is a mere 0.07% of $6.95 million, |
pray that this paltry sum will nevertheless encourage
your heart that the Lord is actively agonising over the
project with you.”

Sunset at Life Bible-Presbyterian Church, Gilstead Road, Singapore, (Photo by John Tow)



VI

NEW FRONTIERS OF EVANGELISM
19th November 1989

hen Rev Djunaidi and Preacher Kim Kah Teck

came to Kuching Airport in the Sharon Rose

B-P Church Van to receive me, a new frontier
of evangelism between Pontianak and the Sarawak capi-
tal was opened! Hitherto visits between Pontianak and
Kuching were made by plane. This time the trip taken by
Djunaidi to Kuching was by bus and taxi. This saves our
brother a costlier plane ticket and an exit tax of R250,000
or over S$250. For, the overland crossing, recently inau-
gurated between Indonesia and East Malaysia, is
exempt.

South Chira Sea

KALIMANTA AN (Indonesia)

The reason why we have planned our meeting this
time is that Djunaidi might be profitably employed to help
Sharon oversee this five-year old B-P Mission from closer
range. This saves much time and expense and adds
pastoral care to an embryo Church which Singapore can-
not provide for the moment.

24
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Started by Life Church August 1984, Sharon Rose
was committed to Sharon B-P Church one month after
that. Hence, we named the Kindergarten, the first phase
of the infant Church, Sharon Rose. When several con-
verts were made, both Dyaks and Chinese, among them
a Chinese banker, a Church service and Sunday school
developed. While the main work was being carried on in
a housing estate, Kah Teck further reached out to a
squatter area, not far from the housing estate, to build a
MS 10,000 two-storey wooden chapel, 25 feet by 30 feet.
In the course of years, however, the work in the housing
estate dwindled. Now what is left is the two-storey
wooden chapel. It is to refurbish Sharon Rose that
Djunaidi and 1 were invited to Kuching this time.

This is not to say that Sharon Rose is a failure.
Several sweet fruits have been borne. Apart from the
Chinese banker family, there is Marilyn Nanta, now
studying at FEBC and a member of the Indonesian
Service. There is Madil a Dyak construction worker from
Batu Lintang, baptised by Rev Djunaidi.

Through Madil's contact Kah Teck has reached out to
two Dyak Longhouses in the Baftu Lintang district, 120
miles from Kuching. The afternoon after my arrival, Kah
Teck drove Djunaidi and me to Batu Lintang (near Sri
Aman) to preach to the two Longhouses.

Having translated Jason Linn's “Pioneering in Dyak
Borneo,” I was now to see in concrete what | had visu-
alised in my mind. The first longhouse, situated in a
valley, consisted of 15 families. The headman’s house is
located in the centre. The style of construction is the
same as what | have read, only that no more are animals
and fowls kept beneath the high-stilted platforms. A
modern longhouse is clean and airy, with running water
and electric lights. In the headman’s house we had the
luxury of sitting on sofas, surrounded by TV and tape
recorders.

As the headman has become Christian, at least
nominally, he gave us permission to preach to his
tribesmen. Seventy, old and young, heard Djunaidi speak
in Indonesian and me in English, interpreted into Iban by
Kah Teck.
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At the second longhouse, called a half-longhouse
because there were only 6 families, we followed the
same procedure. A young girl of 16, Nancy by name,
daughter of the headman, attends an Anglican Mission
School. She has since believed and brought the Gospel
to her parents. We gave her some of our books and
extended her a scholarship to FEBC should the Lord call
her. we slept in the longhouse for the night to intermittent
cock crows and barking of dogs.

Sunday night, the monsoon rains poured down in
torrents so that the path leading to the wooden chapel
came under water. We thought no one would come to
service, but we were wrong. Forty, old and young, Dyaks
and Chinese, braved the downpour to hear the Gospel.
I spoke on the Second Coming of Christ and told the
children how I had been afraid of His coming when a boy
of eight or nine. They seemed to fear the terror of the
Lord too, until the Gospel was made plain to them. Then
they raised their hands to indicate they wanted to be
saved at His coming. Sunday night saw us comfortably
settled at Mr Charles wWong's new home at Tabuan Jaya.

AS lime was heavy on our hands before my sched-
uled flight home on Wednesday, we decided to strike out
to Sibu, the next big town of Sarawak. Our purpose was
to see this city founded by Foochow Methodists in 1901
under wong Nai Siong, a Chinese version of the Pilgrim
Fathers who sailed for America, 1620. Another reason
was (o make contact with the Christian Book Rooms so
as to find an outlet for our publications. We made the trip
by fast riverboat. The journey took 4 1/2 hours upstream,
costing MS$25 per person. We stayed at a small hotel
costing the three of us M$30, or $10 each.

Sure enough, we saw the big Methodist Church in
the centre of the town. Here John Sung held great revival
meetings in 1936 at which 1,600 were soundly con-
verted. We visited the Methodist Bookroom where John
Sung's biographies in Chinese are sold. we introduced
the John Sung Choruses with music notations which was
gladly accepted.

As the Methodist Bookroom sells 90% Chinese
books, we were introduced 1o the Christian Book Room
that specialises in English. We hope by these contacts,
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more fundamental and separatist literature might pen-
ctratc Sarawak. | say “Sarawak” because we have made
contacts also in Kuching.

After our 30-hour interlude to Sibu, we met with the
Seven Pastors. Interest was aroused in them to exchange
visits with Kalimantan. During the evening service at the
Wooden Chapel at which 40 attended, we baptised Imbi
anak Jumbao and his two infant daughters. His wife was
baptised in 1982. [ visited also my octogenarian aunt
who offered her widow’s mites to our Extension Building
Fund.

Kah Teck has completed over five years' service in
Kuching. Now his wife Pauline has gone to Taiwan to
take refresher courses in a Chinese seminary. Kah Teck
feels compelled to do the same. They deserve a well-
ecarned sabbatical. But their wooden chapel will be left
unmanned! Here comes the suggestion for Marilyn Nanta
to return to Kuching for a season. Meanwhile a Chinese
Indonesian couple, graduating students of a Bible School
at Singkawang, are preparing to serve under Rev
Djunaidi. This is the latest development of new frontiers
of evangelism. This work needs our prayers and Sharon's
continued support. Amen.

LAST WEEKS GENERAL OFFERINGS:
$3,893* (8.00 am); $10,190* (10.30 am)

EXTENSION BUILDING FUND:
201)$1,000; 202)$200; 203)$200; 204)S$100:
205)$16,000(Chinese S.); 206)$19; 207)$200(Boxes);
208)$100; 209)$1,000; 210)$216; 211)$50; 212)$400:
213)$100; 214)$200; 215)$300; 216)$940;
217)$200(Tamil S.); 218)$100; 219)$1,350; 220)$1,600;
221)$40; 222)$40; 223)$15(Ear ring); 224)$3,803*:
225)$10,190*%; 226)$150; 227)$1,000; 228)$580:
229)$1,000; 230)$10,000(Sunday Sch.).

Total: $851,844.70.

Stop Press

231)$94 .20(Filipina F.); 232)$2,207.
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LOANS:
8)$ 180,000.
Total Loans: $516,000,

GRAND TOTAL: $1,370,145.90.

words of Encouragement from Lovers of God:

l.

“Please find enclosed 2 Amex money orders total
$300 for whatsoever is urgently needed . .. Always
pray for you and all."

Bringing to the Lord $1,000 from his son, an
undergrad of NUS, this lover of God relays the
burning zeal of one of the younger generation. While
he himself has not the thousands, he exhorts his B-
P friends to help Life Church at this eleventh hour.
Calvary Session: “We are in whole-hearted support of
your ‘Eye Clinic Project ... Your loan ... will be re-
paid in Feb. (or earlier) as God enables. We are
pleased that our Session unanimously voted a sum
of $100,000 as a bare expression of our deepest
gratitude for your help ...

“Your Session has acted wisely in investing in Beulah
Land at 10 Gilstead Rd. What an investment! It is an
investment in the precious lives God will be pleased
to put into your trust. This is what we can truly call
a longterm investment — for eternity.

Your people have made Dolores and me feel a part

of your church family. We want to join them in the march
to Beulah Land.” — Dr Arthur Steele, Clearwater Christian
College.




VIII

EXTRAORDINARY CONGREGATIONAL MEETING NEXT
LORD’'S DAY, 10.15 AM
26th November 1989

letter notifying the ECM was mailed to you

November 21. The law requires that the deci-

sion of Session to purchase No. 10 Gilstead
Road be endorsed by the Congregation. Four trustees
are to be appointed, viz., Rev T. Tow, Elder Seow Chong
Pin, Elder Edmund Tay, Elder Lim Teck Chye. Also, ap-
proval is to be sought for the freezing of Designated
Funds temporarily and use them for the purchase of the
above-mentioned property. May | exhort you who attend
the 10.30 am service especially to come 15 minutes
early.

“The God of your Church is greater than
the God of other Churches”
This sparkling statement by Mr W. K. Tham, the contrac-
tor who built 9 & 9A was in acknowledgement of our
Treasurer's paying him always on time (not so with other
Churches which relied on concerts and funfairs.) So were
we enabled to pay the contractor who built New Life. The
question now is: Will we be able to pay the owner of No.
10 without borrowing from the bank? “Never pay interest!”

What is $7.2 million (if we add 3% tax) to the God
who owns “the cattle upon a thousand hills” (Ps. 50:10),
who declares by His prophet Haggai, “The silver is mine,
and the gold is mine, saith the Lord of hosts” (Haggai
2:8)?

As you have obeyed the clarion call from Haggai,
Zechariah and Malachi, so our giving and loans at 1/4
million per week is keeping up almost to schedule, hal-
lelujaht We must not leave out fraternal associations that
have and are helping us — Kelapa Sawit, FEBC, Life
Chinese Service, Calvary BPC, Sharon BPC, Korean
Church and School, FEK, Chin Lien, Rawang and Muatr,
Tamil Churches, Filipina Fellowship, Thai Service,
Kebaktian Indonesia, New Life and Kindergarten, Taber-
nacle BPC, Perth, Adelaide, Melbourne, Zion Presbyterian

29



30 Chronicles of Conquest

Evangelistic Band, and not a few anonymous lovers of
God. One who gave $20,000 hinted he would give more.
Another loans an equal amount, also anonymously. Have
I left out anybody? God loves each cheerful giver, and
“God is able to make all grace abound toward you, that
ye, always having all sufficiency in all things, may
abound to every good work” (I Cor. 9:7, 8).

A YAFer Loans $10,000 for a Year

She writes to the pastor: “You were right
when you said that we can never outgive
the Lord. Even as | prepare to make out
the little loan to the Beulah LLand Fund, the
Lord has blessed me bountifully in my job.
He has given me a whopping pay rise,
much to my surprise. ‘My cup runneth
over." Surely, 1 didn't deserve this salary increase, but it
was granted me ‘according to the good hand of my God
upon me.’

“'d like to close this letter with the words of the
Prophet Malachi, which were quoted by you in the
Church bulletin: ‘Bring ye all the tithes into the storehouse

.. and prove me now herewith, saith the Lord of Hosts,
if 1 will not open you the windows of Heaven, and pour
you out a blessing, that there shall not be room enough
to receive it.' Praise the Lord! Jehovah Jireh.”

Now, if a young lady can do this bit for the Lord,
surely there are scores of others who can do the same.
Another told me she would get 3 months’ bonus which
she would render unto the Lord. So, not only will there
be an extra month's pay, I'm told even the Government
will give more than usual. Isnt it wonderful that such
good times will work to the provision of His House?

Giving to the Lord is not a burden but a blessing. It
is not the amount, but the proportion to0 oNne's Posses-
sion. Did not the Lord declare the widow’s two mites
more than all that was given by the rich? (Luke 21:3). And
was not Mary's pound of spikenard ointment, worth
$3,000 in our day, well received with the Lords com-
mendation: “Wheresoever this gospel shall be preached
in the whole world, there shall also this, that this woman
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hath done, be told for a memorial of her” (Matt. 26:13).
Giving is loving. Do you love Jesus? Giving is sweetest
when it proceeds from a loving heart, not a calculating
mind.

A Hidden Poetess Blossoms in Sylvea wong
(who was recently received into our membership)

Breast cancer, stomach cancer, whatever-the-cancer,
My friends have succumbed by the number,

While I'm still hale and hearty, happy and healthy.
Thank God for strength to enjoy a life so lengthy.
A life Tve taken for granted in my youth and prime,
Not now when I'm old and can be taken Home any
time,

You ask me: “Do |1 fear death?”
“Yes,” says my flesh.
“NO,” replies my spirit.

For in death what do I stand to lose

But this temporal life and my ‘earthly tabernacle?
Then TIll cross over to another life in a better place,
Best of all to meet my Saviour face to face.

Yet I cringe when | dwell on such a thought,
Because I've hot done all that 1 ought.

Alas! What can 1 do, now that 'm living on borrowed
time,

Hauving exceeded my three score years and ten?

Healthy | may be, but sapped is my strengih.

Each day I pray for health to serve Him while 1 can,
To bring some old crony or backslider into His Fold,
That I may not be ashamed to face my Saviour so.

Young reader, whoever you may be,
Take this aclvice from a silver-haired lady:

Do what you can 1o serve the Lord in the heyday of
your life,
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Better still give your life to serve Him full-time.

Dom't wait until you're old like me in my winter years,
To realise a little too late

That there is much truth in this well-quoted adage:

“Only one life, ‘twill soon be past,
Only whats done of Christ will last.”

LLAST WEEK'S GENERAL OFFERINGS:
$3,135* (8.00 am); $10,974* (10.30 am)

EXTENSION BUILDING FUND:

233)$400; 234)$3.50; 235)$14: 236)$180(Boxes);
237)$3,000; 238)$100; 239)$20; 240)S$100; 241)$200;
242)$300; 243)$20; 244)$800; 245)$200; 246)$400;
247)850; 248)$116(S.S. Adults); 249)$50; 250)S150;
251)$2,000; 252)$500; 253)$200; 254)$3,135%;
255)$10,974%;, 256)$10,000.

Total: $886,858.40.

Stop Press!

257)$100; 258)$400; 259)$500; 260)S$1,950.

LLOANS:
9)$10,000; 10)$160,000; 11)$10,000; 12)$1,000.
Total Loans: $697,000.

GRAND TOTAL: $1,586,808.40.

OFFERING FFOR MISSIONS:
$50.

words of Encouragement from a Lover ol God:

“Since | read about Beulah Land in the B-PF WeeKkly, | feel
very much the urgency of time and prayer. And 1 believe
His leading hand in this matter. I remember a chorus
learnt by my son in Sunday School: ‘Litile drops of water
make the mighty ocean, litlle grains of sand make (he
pleasant land. | feel myself as one drop ol water and one
grain of sand. There is no greater joy, privilege and better
investment in being a part of Beulah Land enterprise. Tl
have the bank to write out a cheque. It is on the way. |
prefer that my name is not mentioned at all, if you don't
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mind. I just feel compelled 10 give and feel as a duty to
do so. The cheque takes about 2 weeks to get there. It
has been very encouraging thus far to see the speedy
growth of the Beulah Land Fund.” — from FEBCer, Hol-
land.




IX

A STITCH IN TIME SAVES NINE
3rd December 1989

nce 1 had a little tear in the centre seam or my

trousers. Because | did not stitch it up, the whole

trousers split in two right through under heavy
strain. What a loss, what an embarrassment!

we have to find $5 million to close the
gap of our deal to purchase No. 10 o
Gilstead Road. If we do our uttermost now
by gifts and loans, it will save us half a
million paying interest in years to come.

Such a drain will affect all our mission
outreaches.

One good stitch in time was your 13th month, | said.
As we had the desire to offer this to the Lord, so are we
not doubly rewarded with 2 5/12 months from a benevo-
lent Government under God? Nay, even 3 months or 4
from more generous quarters! Here is where we can put
in our stitches.

“Economy is the mother of prosperity.” Had we not
traded our talents wisely, we would not have the $2
million in reserve. These are two big stitches in time 10
save the nine.

As of the present date, you have done your best, so
we have crossed the half-way mark! Praise the Lord. As
the gradient of the climb now gets steeper, so must we
(in the words of the motorist) step harder on the accelera-
tor! How do you climb the Benjamin Sheares bridge?

“Every man according as he purposeth in his heart,
so let him give; not grudgingly, or of necessity: for God
loveth a cheerful giver. And God is able to make all grace
abound toward you; that ye, always having all sutficiency
in all things, may abound to every good work” (Il Cor. 9:7,
8).

This is the way of funding a Church’'s needs, inas-
much as Christ the Head has chosen to become poor for
our sakes that we through His poverty might be rich (11
Cor. 8:9). Our Lord did not own a donkey, though we
own one car, two cars. Thus he had to borrow one from
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a disciple. How you wish you were there at the road
junction to offer to your Lord (Mark 1 1:4)! What an honour
and privilege! But does not Christ come our way today?
Is it your pastor's plea to help in this hour of need, or our
Saviour's?

As the people offer freely and willingly, soon the
Lords coffers will overflow. As in Moses' day when the
people brought an over abundance for the Tabernacle,
so will the opportunity to put in your stitch, your gift in
time to save the nine, be gone!

“The Hens Did It”

Juana, a Filipino woman, brought 500 pesos to her
pastor for the building fund. She said, “The hens did it. I
can't get the tithing business through my head, but there
were my hens laying eggs, on the Lords Day! Somehow
it didn't seem right to use the eggs laid on His Day for
ordinary purposes. And so for several months 1 have
been sctting those eggs apart, and have
sold them separately. well, here’'s the
money!”

Methinks, she is right. Our monthly
salary includes that of the Lord's Day, and
we do no work. Giving 1/10 is less than 195)?#3
1/7. Now we can get the tithing business
through our head!

LAST WEEK'S GENERAL OFFERINGS:
$3,437% (8.00 am); $9,753* (10.30 am)

EXTENSION BUILDING FUND:

261)$100; 262)$300(BOXES); 263)$5,000; 264)$100:
265)$2,.250(AF); 266)$500(SS Jr Dept); 267)S50(SS Adult
Dept); 268)$100; 269)$2,000; 270)$2,800; 271)$2,500;
272)$1,201.50: 273)$200: 274)$100; 275)$214.65(AF);
276)$1,000; 277)$3,437%8.00 am); 278)$9,753%10.30
am); 279)$2,500.

Total: $923,014.55.

Stop Press!

280)$ 10,000.
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LOANS:
13)$19,700; 14)$160,000; 15)$40,000; 16)$500.
Total Loans: $917,200.

Stop Press!
281)$50,000.

GRAND TOTAL: $1,851,114.55.

Words of Encouragement from Lovers of God

1.

2.
3.
4

A student anonymously offers an envelope of $450,
being “part of my vacation pay.”

A happy father offers $1,000 “for a new born son.”
A sister pledges “$5,000 from my year-end bonus.”
A brother loans US$ 10,000 “from my unused educa-
tion fund.”

An FEBC student puts an $100 envelope into the
box.

A S100 envelope from “2 young people who have
experienced Gods great blessings during the ‘A’
Level exams.”

“Give and it shall be given unto you” (LK. 6:38). When
Calvary BPC voted to give us $100,000, they re-
ceived the following week a gift of equal amount to
be “equally divided between Bethel and Calvary
Jaya”

“What shall I render unto the Lord for all His benefits
toward me?” (Ps. 116:12)

Although this contribution is but a tiny fraction of the

multitude of blessings that God our loving Father had
poured on us, it is nevertheless a small way to show our
deep gratitude to Him.

Just want to let you know, Pastor, that we are behind

you and the Church, daily praying for this project and we
are continously amazed and yet so encouraged by the
amount of money that has been pouring in.

“MY GRACE IS SUFFICIENT FOR THEE"
(I Cor. 12:9)

There is never a day so dreary,
Nor an hour so filled with despair,
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That help is not ours for the asking
If we knock at heaven's door in prayer.

At the moment we ask, Hell answer,
He's never asleep or away;

He doesn't remove every burden

But always gives strength for the day.

He does not say life is painless,
That we'll never grow tired or grieve,
He promises rest for the weary
And comfort to all who believe.

His grace abounding is sufficient,
In our weakness, He helps us to stand;
And problems and trials are lighter
when we know He's holding our hand.
— Amy Phua



X

DOLES CHRIST COME TO OUR EMMAUS ROAD?
10th December 1989

9

r I \' he road from Jerusalem to Emmaus was “three

score furlongs” or 60 x 582 ft = 7 miles (NIV).

Two disciples, one Cleopas by name, were
walking to Emmaus. As they indulged in the talk of the
town, viz., the crucifixion of Jesus only three days before,
the Risen Saviour joined their company. While the con-
versation went on, our Lord expounded the Scriptures to
them, “the things concermning Himself,” “beginning at Mo-
ses and all the prophets” (Luke 24:27). How long did our
Saviour walk and talk with the two disciples? For half-an-
hour, one hour? Oh, how you wished youre there too —
the blessing of having the Lords divine company! But
Cleopas and his friend did not recognise Jesus until grace
was said at the village inn and Jesus had served! “And
their eyes were opened, and they knew Him, and He
vanished out of their sight” (Luke 24:31).

Today, we are heading laboriously towards the
Beulah Land across the street, our Emmaus Road, so
near yet so far. Our countenance betrays the burden on
our heart, like the two disciples, but ours rather is a finan-
cial one. How wonderful it would be if the Saviour should
show Himself to us! Because we did not see Him, our
senses are blurred. Does Christ come to our Emmaus
Road? We need not wait until the Day we enter Beulah
Land, as the two disciples arrived at the village, to see
Jesus face to face. We should be lightened by His
beaming countenance even now! As your pastor, we can
testify to His presence through signs that come in mo-
ments of our greatest need. Thus, we can advance with
greater confidence in the “last three miles” of our journey.

Does Christ come to your Emmaus Road when you
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are sad (LK. 24:17)? O may you feel Him as He walks
each day with you! Then will your heart burn within you,
and when He blesses you as you pray, you will see Him
face to face! Amen.

My Testimony About the Eye Clinic Property

Although our 1989 Church Calender displays a photo
of Life Church facing the Eye Clinic and there is a “box”
with this caption, “Guess what this space stands for?”, |
had given up the idea of acquiring the property, until late
September when we got wind that the owner was going
to sell. A year or so before this, we had enquired, but to
no avail. 1 had given up on the property because the
price of land kept on rising.

when Elder Dr Lim Teck Chye took a bold stand to
acquire what is now called our Beulah Land (it has
marriage value), 1 sensed this was from the Lord. So |
cast in my lot with him. We had also the strong support
of Rev Dr Tan. when a vote was taken at one of the
crucial Session meetings and the decision was unani-
mous, my faith was further confirmed. | have no doubt
but that Beulah Land is reserved for us by the Lords
Hand. If it is the Lord's Hand, what is $7 million to Him?

By His grace we have a $2 million reserve. Now, we
have given and loaned another $2 million. What we need
is $3.2 million. The Lord has made Himself poor that we
may be rich (I Cor. 8:9). He gives each member his or
her opportunity to give to His Cause. Suppose, there is
one tycoon who will write a $3.2 million cheque? Where
then is your share of blessing by your loving gift to Him?
All through His life on earth, our Lord was served and
supported by lowly and loving hands, Interestingly, by
the women. “And certain women, which had been healed
of evil spirits and infirmities, Mary called Magdalene, out
of whom went seven devils, and Joanna the wife of
Chuza, Herod's steward, and Susanna, and many others,
which ministered unto Him of their substance” (Luke 8:2,
3). Brothers, buck up! The ECM last Lords Day has
recognised the Lords approval. So let us all go forward
with one accord.
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Why Didn't We Think of This?

A B-P minister of no mean standing, seeing our strat-

egy of gathering interest-free loans being mightily blessed
of God, remarked, “Why didn't we think of this?"
Yes, the strategy of closing the gap of our
$7 million deal for Beulah Land is interest-
free loans from members and friends! Your
having a share in God's investment is one
not only of guaranteed repayment (Prou.
19:17 says, “He that hath pity upon the
poor lendeth unto the Lord; and that which
he hath given will He pay him again”), but also of multiple
good dividends. In Malachi's call to an unthankful congre-
gation to revive giving their tithes, does not the Lord
promise, “And prove me now herewith, saith the Lord of
hosts, if I will not open you the windows of heaven, and
pour you out a blessing, that there shall not be room
enough to receive it" (Mal. 3:10). This blessing is experi-
enced by a YAFer who wrote last week to the pastor,
“Your were right when you said that we can never
outgive the Lord. Even as | prepare to make out the little
loan to the Beulah Land Fund, the Lord has blessed me
pbountifully in my job. He has given me a whopping pay
rise, much to my surprise ... ."

Conversely, when we flout His call to give Him His
dues, Haggai has this to say, “Is it time for you, O ye, to
dwell in cieled houses (with flowery ceilings, in Chinese
translation) and this house lie waste? ... Ye have sown
much, and bring in little; ye eat, but ye have not enough;
ye drink, but ye are not filled with drink; ye clothe you,
but there is none warm; and he that earneth wages
carneth wages to put it into a bag with holes” (Haggai 1:4-
6).

In the Name of our Lord Jesus Christ, 1 appeal to
every God-loving and God-fearing Lifer to bring in your
tithes into the Storehouse. If you have neglected
throughout the years, let this be your opportunity with
your double and triple year-end bonus (SIA gives 6
months). And why not also loans from your little-pro-
ductive savings which now can earn ten-times, yea, a
hundred times more, by putting them into God's hands?
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Surely He will bless you when you respond cheerfully,
He will bless your wife and your children!
“Why didn't we think of this?”

Celebrating Christmas Without Christ

“And when ye did eat, and when ye did drink, did ye
not eat for yourselves, and drink for yourselves?” (Zech.
7:6). These words of admonition from the lips of the
prophet Zechariah aptly describe the Orchard Road spirit
that is pervading Singapore these days.

The first Christmas rather saw the Christ-child shiv-
ering cold that wintry night as He was laid in a manger.
Soon after the visit of the Wise Men, the Holy Family was
on the run from Herods Sword. Providentially, the Magi
had brought gifts of gold, frankincense and myrrh which
helped supply the needs of the fleeing trio.

Does Christ visit every Church purporting to cel-
ebrate Christmas? Methinks, He will not come until we
invite Him. Not for show, but sincerely from our heart. (Is
your heart cleansed by His precious blood?) As it is
stated often that giving is loving, there can be no love
expressed until we have worshipped Him with our sub-
stance. Will He bless our home as we celebrate Christ-
mas this year?

LAST WEEKS GENERAL OFFERINGS:
$2,479* (8.00 am); $13.491* (10.30 am)

EXTENSION BUILDING FUND:

282)$1,000; 283)$1,000; 284)$210; 285)$20; 286)$500;
287)$300:; 288)$700(WF); 289)$50; 290)$112; 291)$100;
202)$50; 293)$35; 294)$50; 295)$100; 296)$200;
207)$15; 298)$50; 299)$200; 300)$70: 301)$500;
302)$500; 303)$100; 304)$500; 305)$1,000; 306)$1,000;
307)$1,899(Chinese S.); 308)$5; 309)$15; 310)$2,479%;
311)$13,491%*; 312)$100,000(Calvary BPC).

Total: $1,110,165.55.

Stop Press!

313)$146; 314)$200; 315)$300; 316)$21(Boxes).

GRAND TOTAL: $2,027,365.55.
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OFFERING FOR:
Ulu Tiram Ch. $250(AF).

words of Encouragement from Lovers of God:

I.

p"l

Herewith my cheque for $10,000 to help the Church
complete its purchase of the Gilstead Rd property. |
am sure we will collect enough before the scheduled
completion date . .. Best regards.

When the pastor visited this lady who had pledged
$2,000, she added, “Here's another $500 which |
owe the Lord!”

A young lady handed an envelope: “This is my
second $1,000.”

A Sharonite put an envelope of $210 into the bag
which was transmitted to Life.

An LBCer said to the pastor after Prayer Meeting, “I
shall give my year-end bonus.”

An Elder at the same Prayer Meeting quoting | Chron.
29:3, "Moreover, because | have set my affection to
the House of my God, 1 have of mine own proper
good, of gold and silver, which I have given to the
House of my God, over and above all that I have
prepared for the holy house ...” disclosed how he
had the concurrence of his wife to give a further sum
over and above that which they had already
pledged.

AN FEBC lecturer said, “Ill give last semesters hono-
rarium to the EBF."

Kim Kah Teck, upon returning from Kuching, said to
his principal, “*Our small congregation has a sum for
the FEBC Extension Fund. We remember our Alma
Mater.”

Rev Liew Hon Seng reports in his KL Weekly on
sending Life Church EBF another M$300.

. The whole Life Church staff including the Chinese

and Tamil services have voted to offer their 13th
month.



X1

DOES THE LORD NEED OUR ENCOURAGEMENT?
1 7th December 1989

hough Jesus is the Lord God Almighty, He is also
the Son of Man. He is fully human, yet without

sin, and He feels as we feel. In the gloomiest
moments of His days on earth, in dark Gethsemane, did
He not take Peter, James and John along, and ask them
to “watch with Me" (Matt, 26:38)?

Gethsemane had cast a long shadow even to
Bethany. Thus, when Mary took a pound of very costly
spikenard ointment to anoint Jesus, how encouraged He
was to receive her lovingkindness that He said to the
dissenting disciples, “Let her alone: against the day of my
burying hath she Kkept this” (Jn. 12:7).

Let me share with you the dark and lonely moments
that 1 go through in our efforts to acquire the Beulah Land
property. How to find at least $1/4 million every week if
the target of $7.2 million is t0 be reached? In such mo-
ments of despondency, God sent His very own to en-
courage me with words and deeds. (Please read words
of encouragement from lovers of God overleaf.)

Last Monday afternoon, while I was very down in
spirits as | surveyed the $3.2 million that we still had to
find, an FEBC student came with a $1,200 from her youth
group. No sooner had she left than the phone rang. A
John Sung old-timer Kindly offered $1,000 from her
Church fund. Then she followed up with another $5,000
from a lady of her church who loves the Lord and Life
Church. Although the three sums add up only to $7,200,
they are sweet-savour offerings, all from outside of Life
Church. Does the Lord need our encouragement?

Kelapa Sawit

means “Oil Palm.” This flourishing village
derives her name from the oil palm estate
that dominates its environs. Our Church,
occupying the highest point, is no less
prosperous. Sitting on an half-acre of prime
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land, it is a miniature Life-FEBC complex. For 1990, the
Kindergarten will open a fifth class.

The Kindergarten is a nursery for the Church. Little
tots who learn the word are saved at a young age. This
was evidenced by a string of 6 children 1 baptised last
Lords Day together with their mother. The father is an
old-timer, but the mother has just been converted. The
joy of baptising her six children was from the knowledge
of their salvation by attending our own Kindergarten.
Baptised with their mother and children was another
adult.

Another pleasaniness was the spontaneous gather-
ing of offerings by her members for our EBF. This is the
third time of expressing their liberality. 1 must also thank
Elder Sng Teck Leong for driving me in, which gave me
a time for relaxation and meditation. Elder Sng visits
Kelapa Sawit once a month and preaches at Air Bemban
the same evening, where we have another flourishing
Kindergarten. (Air Bemban is 3 miles up the road.)

Out of Kelapa Sawit are borne half-a-dozen sweet
fruits. These are those who have or are being trained at
FEBC and are serving the Lord fulltime. Miss Ng Sang
Chiew, one of FEBC's earliest students, is the lady mis-
sionary. Miss Esther Chai serves at Air Bemban. Jit Thye
is preacher at Calvary Jaya BPC, Petaling Jaya. Elder John
Ling is in the last semester of his study at FEBC. Two
other fruits, one graduated from Chin Lien is serving at
Tampoi Johore; another, from SBC, is serving at Scudai.
Kelapa Sawit, where the Gospel has flourished the last 35
years, is extending her branches beyond to other parts of
Malaysia.

Yours faithfully, T.T.

Giving and Living (1 Cor. 16:2)
by Sylvea wong

Many people who didn't leave a will might “roll over
in their graves” if they knew how poorly their wishes
were carried out. No doubt that's why someone has
given this advice: “Do your giving while youre living, then
youre knowing where it's going.” Now I realise it's not at
all that simple. No one knows for sure how long he is
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going to live or how much is
needed to provide for the fu-
ture. We should be diligent,
however, in giving to the Lord
on a regular basis, as He
prospers us.

A pig was once lamenting
his lack of popularity. He com-
plained to the cow that peo-
ple were always talking about
her gentleness and her Kind
eyes, while his name was
used as an insult. He admitted
that cows gave milk and
| cream, but he maintained that
. pigs give more. “Why, we give
* bacon and ham and bristles,
and people even pickle our feet,” he grumbled. ‘1 dont
see why you cows are so highly esteemed.” The cow
thought a while and then said gently, “Maybe it's because
we cows are giving while we're living.”

You can't take money to heaven, but you can send
it on ahead to Life B-P Church and invest it for eternity
and for future generations to worship the lLord.

LAST WEEKS GENERAL OFFERINGS:
*$6,919 (8.00 amy); *$7,456 (10.30 am)

EXTENSION BUILDING FUND:

317)$250; 318)$100; 319)$S60; 320)$150; 321)$20;
322)$5,000; 323)$90; 324)$205; 325)$158; 326)$72;
327)$151.20(Pcace BPC); 328)$564; 329)$1,200(Calvary
YAF); 330)$200(Shalom BPC); 331)$925; 332)$300;
333)$200; 334)$50; 335)$50; 336)$S200; 337)S1,000(Ev.
China F.); 338)$300; 339)$1,600; 340)$1,000; 341)$50;
342)$100; 343)$800; 344)$1,000; 345)$5,000; 346)$S100;
347)$50; 348)$400; 349)$3,000; 350)$1,000; 351)$500:;
352)$400(Chinese  YF); 353)$100; 354)*$6,919;
355)*$7,456; 356)$5,000.

Total: $1,156,552.75.

Stop Press!

357)$3,000; 358)$1,356.50; 359)$500; 360)$24,000.
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LOANS:

17)$10,000; 18)S10,000; 19)$8,000; 20)$S50,000:;
21)$10,000; 22)$10,000; 23)$3,050.

Total Loans: $1,018,250.

GRAND TOTAL: $2,213,659.25.

words of Encouragement from Lovers of God:

1.

Wwe saved some money from the love gifts from
various churches in our North Malaysia Mission Trip.
Wwe hope it ($564) adds a little help to the EBF —
FEBC Team.

. Jehovah has granted Life Church a mansion for the

extension of His work. From a human stand-point,
this is a very difficult project, but the Lord can do
anything. Praise the Lord, He has given you strength
to do His work. Here is my small offering which 1
pray God will accept. - From an old lady, Kelapa
Sawit

. A visitor to Life Church writes: “l became a Christian

a month ago, but my family is against all forms of
religion. I'm going to tell them of my newfound faith,
and | pray that theyll understand me even though
they've told me never to get involved in religion. |
also want to pray for your Building Project and | hope
that enough money is raised.”

A sister brought a $5,000 cheque with the added
encouragement, “This is the first instalment of a
$50,000 pledge.”

A new Lifer brought a $8,000 cheque and joyfully
declared it was a loan from him and his wife.

A Chinese Service old lady gave a thankoffering of
$5,000 on behalf of her son-in-law who has had a
successtul operation.

“Enclosed is a cheque for $1,200 for the Eye Clinic
Property. We thank God and rejoice with you and
your Church for the purchase of this building.” — YAF
of a BP Church

A John Sung old-timer phoned 1o offer $1,000 from
her Church Fund, plus $5,000 from a lady who loves
the LLord and Life Church.
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9.

12.

A year-end bonus offering of $925 from a young
brother — “a sinner saved by dgrace, just repaying
what the Lord has given me.”

Our plumber phoned to say, “Dont send me the
payment for my bill of $40. Give it to your Church
Building Fund.”

. Phone message: “We just heard that Life Church is

buying the next door property. Our Chinese house-
church group would like to loan you $10,000, being
all of our savings.”

A student Lifer writes, “Attached is a cheque for
$3,000 being my bonus salary received yesterday, to
express my thanks to the Lord for His goodness
towards me, and to play a small part in the Beulah
Land work. [ want to give immediately so that | won't
be tempted to spend unnecessarily during the festive
season. Also 1 want to thank Him for helping me
pass my part-time exams and giving me a new job
t0o. ‘What shall | render unto the Lord for all His
benefits toward me' (Ps 116:12). Attached is also
another cheque of $1,356.50 from my sister, who
writes, 1 want to have a part in Gods work too.
Here's my allowance from my bursary award. God
has provided for His children well and above all that
we need! Though this is like a big mountain to us,
with our Almighty God on our side, nothing is im-
possiple!™



XII

PEACE ON EARTH?
24th December 1989

especially the sweet-cooings between the Super
Powers. So the United States is going to reduce
a big chunk of her national spending on weapons of war.

The people-power that is toppling over 40 years of
totalitarian rule in East European countries without blood-
shed (so soon the massacre of thousands of innocent
students at Tiananmen is being forgotten) seems also to
lull the world to peaceful slumber. What does the Bible
say to all these things?

Paul forewarns, “For when they will say, Peace and
safety, then sudden destruction cometh upon them, as
travail upon a woman with child; and they shall not es-
cape” (I Thess. 5:3). While the thinking of the world is
misguided by the doctrine of evolution, that somehow
things biological, economic or political are working up-
wards to better realms, the Bible declares that because
of SIN, these tend to work downwards to perdition. Ac-
cording to Paul's warning, we can predict that the peace
that swirls smoothly before our eyes is but an illusion. 1
must tell you, my Readers, that hard times rather are
ahead! A first breath of warning has already come from
the Eastern Bloc, whether plainly or veiled, that the has-
tening of German Reunification will result in WAR. Far
from solving the quagmire situation in Eastern Europe,
Africa, South America or Asia (Cambodia is a decade of
headaches), according to Jason Linn, “There can be no
peace until Jesus comes!”

Insofar as Singapore is concerned, Christmas 1989
still echoes the Peace Message of the First Christmas -
not from Orchard Road, but from every faithful pulpit of
the Island. The message of Peace is from the announce-
ment of the angels, the amnesty message from heaven
to a sin-cursed earth, 10 every sin-sick soul. That peace
cannot be received but by the humble heart, not of
haughty tyrants but of the lowly shepherds. Have you
received the Christ-Child into your heart in all lowliness of
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mind, confessing you are a lost sinner without hope and
without God outside Jesus? Have you knelt before Him,
Prince of Peace, to receive Him as your Saviour?

The Message of Peace we hear this Christmas, as it
is being preached anew, is not to lull us to self-indul-
gence in luxurious spending and surfeiting, careless tour-
ism with no thought of the greater needs of our mission-
ary responsibilities to all the world. Therefore 1 would
challenge you once more to give to the Lords present
needs in Beulah Land and to such an urgent need as Rev
Dan Ebert's Hill Top Project, for His Kingdom!

Singapore's Growth Must Be Seen To
Benefit Region — PM

These words of wisdom by our Prime Minister in last
week's Sunday Times have been enacted by our Church
ever since ASEAN was formed! The offerings you have
designated for Missions have gone a long way not only
to promote God's Kingdom but also relieve the poor (Gal.
2:10) Through faithful hands in three ASEAN countries —
Malaysia, Indonesia and the Philippines, and even
Burma.

Since we have the visit of Rev Dan Ebert 1l in our
midst, we take pleasure to recall how your offerings in
the past five years have helped build 3 Filipino Churches
and another 3 “by the wayside.” Before the Beulah Land
project, $30,000 had been given to help Rev Ebert ac-
quire some Hill Top property with the view of building a
proper Bible College.

With our tight situation prior to

Feb. 28, '90, when we must pay

up USS$6.95 million + 3% stamp

- duty, the $30,000 for Philippines
DR is temporarily frozen. Since Rev

492"-33 Ebert must pay US$55,000, half of

the Hill Top land price, by Dec.
31, '89, Calvary BPC has stepped
ﬁa forward to underwrite this urgent

need. This means, after Feb. 28,
‘00, Life Church must come in
with hers. To send $30,000 (0
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some charitable organisation in Manila would evaporate
into thin air in the face of overwhelming physical needs.
To invest it in sacred property whereby pastors will be
trained will result in much greater benefit to our ASEAN
— Filipino friends.

If the Holy Spirit should touch you, my Reader, to
lend also a hand, to go a second mile, in the good work
you have done, there's no one to forbid you! “Singapore’s
growth must be seen to benefit Region” shall be realised
through our Missions Outreach according to Matt. 28:19-
20. And we have the power of God that transcends
heaven and earth to further back us up. This is Christ-
mas!

BEHOLD, HE COMES!

when came in flesh the Incarnate Word,
The heedless world slept on,

And only simple shepherds heard

That God had sent His Son.

when comes the Sauiour at the last,
From east to west shall shine

The aweful pomp, the earth aghast
Shall tremble at the sign.

Lord, who could dare see Thee descend,
in state, unless he Knew

Thou art the sorrowing sinner’s Friend,
The Gracious and the True?

Dwell in our hearts, O Sauviour blest:
So shall Thy advents dawn,
Between us and Thee, our Bosom Guest,
Be but the veil withdrawon.
— Amy Phua

LAST WEEK'S GENERAL OFFERINGS:
*$11,005 (8.00 am); *$15,977 (10.30 am)
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EXTENSION BUILDING FUND:
362)$10,000; 363)$600; 364)$450(Hope BPC): 365)$550:
366)$250; 367)S100; 368)$500; 369)$3,000; 370)$97.50:;
371)$1,000; 372)$2,200(BOX); 373)$200(BOX); 374)$ 1,000
375)$50; 376)$95; 377)$100; 378)$207.69; 379)$482.48:
380)$15,000; 381)$500; 382)$700; 383)$1,000:
384)$200; 385)$720; 386)$200; 387)$1,000; 388)$150:;
389)$50; 390)$100; 391)$1,000; 392)$50; 393)$850;
394)$200; 395)$500(Children’'s Min.); 396)$900:;
397)$1,500; 398)$1,300; 399)$1,000; 400)*$11,905:
401)*$15,0977; 402)$80.

Total: $1,271,173.92.

Stop Press!

403)$1,000; 404)$1,925; 405)$500; 406)$300; 407)$20:;
408)$1,000.

LOANS:

24)$50,000; 25)$75,000; 26)$15,400:; 27)$3,500:;
28)$10,000.

Total Loans: $1,172,150.

GRAND TOTAL: $2,448,068.92.

OFFERINGS FOR:
NBC $100; Missionaries Fund $50.

Words of encouragement from Lovers of God:

1. *“The Lord has prospered me in my business. So I'm
offering another $10,000 on top of my first gift.”

2. ‘“Dear brothers & sisters at our Mother Church, we
love you and pray for you (Phil. 4:19),” with enclosed
gifts from Hope BPC and the Paauwes, Adelaide.

3. Through the Kind offices of a Life Church lover a one-
year loan of $50,000 is pledged by his sister, truly a
sweet-savour offering unto the Lord, for she wor-
ships in another Church. The blessing of God ac-
cording to Judges 5:24 be hers.

4. ‘'l feel there is a great need for all members of Life to
do their part to raise the fund for acquiring the land
opposite our Church. Therefore I'm enclosing a
cheque for $10,000 being loan for the said acquisi-
tion.”
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5. “How precious and priceless have been the reports
of Gods significant work there in the Far East. ..
Beth and | want to have a part in the ‘march to
Beulah Land. As | spoke to her this morning, our
hearts were joined together in the desire to offer this
small sum but heartfelt gift for the EBF” — American
pastor.

6. ‘These two sums are windfalls which I must return to
the Lord.”
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TANJUNG PINANG
31st December 1989

y visit to Tanjung Pinang this year sees a break-
through in the work of the Church. A new
generation of young people, pupils both of the
Day School and Sunday School, has flooded the Church.
At the Saturday evening service, three choirs, each 40

strong, sang. Sunday morning, 6 adults and 3 infants
were baptised. The Lords Supper was served to nearly

100.
JOHORE
SHCAPCRE AIAU INDONESIA

INDONESIA

BINTAN

9 3
A O

Kiantoro, FEBC Senior, returned home to visit his
people. He spoke several times to the younger genera-
tion in Bahasa Indonesia.

The Church collected 3/4 million rupiahs for Beulah
Land, but this amounts to S$800. More offerings are on
the way. Spontaneous offerings from a daughter church
are honey-sweet.,

This is an age of rampant tourism. Travel by speed-
boat to Tanjung Pinang, a distance of 48 miles in 2 1/2
hours, makes it ever more popular. If not for Deacon
Linus’ good offices, I might not have come back in time
for Christmas Eve, despite my confirmed return booking.
Old travellers advice: Make ample preparations before
leaving Singapore anywhere. Have cheers, not tears!
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Another Year of Peace — and Plenty . ..

The Lord has favoured Singapore with another year
of peace -— and plenty . . .. As for Lifers, “The Lord is the
portion of mine inheritance, and of my cup, thou
maintainest my lot” (Ps. 16:5). Is the Lord the Treasure of
your heart? Has He kept you through this year?

“The lines are fallen unto me in pleasant places, yea,
| have a goodly heritage” (Ps. 16:6). The lines in this verse
refer to the surveyors measuring lines, to mark out the
portion of land that is given for my possession. Have you
been awarded an HDB flat with a location to your delight?
Such as with a good view, a high ground, or near an MRT
station? Corporately, Lifers have been given a most de-
lightful property, ready for use, just one hop from this
side of Gilstead Road. Are we thankful for all these inher-
itances?

The Psalmist is thankful, so in the verse following he
says, ‘I will bless the Lord, who hath given me counsel;
my reins also shall instruct me in the night seasons.”
when we are in the right communication with the Lord in
praises and thanksgivings, He will give us Wisdom, yea,
even when we are resting at night will He direct our
thoughts aright. Let us, at the close of 1989, turn unto the
Lord again with grateful worship. (And why miss out His
special blessings on Watchnight Service tonight, 10.45
pm?)

While we Singaporeans are favoured with peace -
and plenty, there are countless places in the world that
are not so. Romania and Panama, now most prominent
in the news, are in turmoil. Here we see anarchy and
bloodshed, revolution and demolition. So close to our
cars are the cries of Hong Kong refugees, yea, the voices
of blood-soaked Tiananmen are still howling in our ears.

There is a Chinese saying, ‘In time of peace, reflect
on the eventuality of war.” We can not say, “We have
never had it so good” all the time. There are 14 million
refugees (official count) in the world today. The BBC
seminar projects a possible 50 million by A.D. 2000.
why? wars are increasing, not diminishing!

“And in despair I bowed my head,

There is no peace on earth, I said,
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[For hate is strong and mocks the song

Of peace on earth, goodwill to men.”

While we still have peace and plenty in Singapore
into 1990, let us extend God's Kingdom, looking unto
Jesus, the author and finisher of our faith. Come, Lord
Jesus, and rule over this earth, Thou Prince of Peace.
Maranatha. Amen.

For Futurc Record!
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GILSTEAD ROAD

Upon receipt of an urgent communication from Ms.
Lim Li our solicitor requesting action be taken on the
Sales Agreement advanced by the Vendor, an emer-
gency meeting of the Trustecs was called by Dr Tan to
meet with her the sarme afternoon of 28 Dec., '89. Elder
Chia also came along as Session representative.

The Sales Agreement was signed by pastor on be-
hall of Purchaser except Clause 11 for adjustment with
vendor. On Friday, 29 Dec., '89, a cheque for $695,000
was delivered 1o our solicitor {or transmission to Vendor,
being the usual 10% deposit. What brought great relief
was that the previous Date of Completion of Payment
(28.2.90) is now extended 10 30 April 1990! This exten-
sion is 1o allow us time to apply for Permission 1o Pur-
chase and to obtain Change of Use of the said property.
Praise the Lord for His Higher IHand in this transaction, for
God is faithful, *“who will not suffer you 1o be templed
(tested) above that ye are able, but will with the tempta-
tion (testing) also make a way 10 escape, that ye may be
able 10 bear it" (I Cor. 10:13).
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This extended date gives us a breather. with a little
relenting in our uphill climb, we shall renew our strength,
and shall mount up with wings like eagles (Isa. 40:3 1)

TIME AND TIDE WAITS FOR NO MAN

Time is like an ever rolling stream,
Euver rolling on;

we are like little floating leaves,
Floating like a dream.

CHORUS
Floating on, floating down,
Time and tide waits for no man;
Time is like an ever rolling stream,
Euver rolling on.

A thousand years is to Thee like a day,
Like a day to Thee;

Our life span at most is ten times eight years,
Soon well fly away.

O teach us our days to number,
Number our days:;

Help us spend our time cuer with the wise,
Neuver to slumber.,

One by one we are carried to seaq,
And we say adieu;

Blessed are they whom the Lord receives
nto His glory.

LAST WEEK'S GENERAL OFFERINGS:
*S$7.412 (8.00 am); *$28,616 (10.30 am); *$27,799 (Christ-
mas Eve Service)

EXTENSION BUILDING FUND:

400)$100; 410)$2,000; 411)$1,500(Bethel BPC):
412)$1,000; 413)$100; 414)$50: 415)$672(Tg Pinang
Ch.); 416)$200; 417)$1,000(BOX); 418)$2,000:
410)$2,000; 420)$10,000: 421)$300: 422)$ 160(BOX):
423)$200(BOX); 424)$50; 425)$1,000; 426)$200:
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427)$930; 428)$5,000; 429)$2,000; 430)S$1,000:;
431)$1,000; 432)$15,000; 433)$1,665(LBC); 434)$100;
435)$147.56; 436)$50; 437)$231; 438)S100; 439)S400;
440)$600; 441)$50; 442)$900; 443)$2,400;
444)$3,650(AF); 445)$1,650(AF); 446)$1,677(YAF);
447)$1,000; 448)S50; 449)$200; 450)S5; 451)$1,500;
452)$4,500(FEK); 453)$250; 454)$1,000; 455)$400(L.CSS,
Pri. 3); 456)$1,500; 457)$3.000; 458)$212; 459)S$100:;
460)$88 .42; 461)$50; 462)$200; 463)540;
464)$2,300(Servitors); 465)*$7,412; 466)*$28,616;
467)$27,799(Ch'mas Eve).

Total: $1,417,223.90.

Stop Press

468)$200; 469)$1,355(Combined Tamil BPCs); 470)$200;
471)$400.

LLOANS:

29)s7,000; 30)$1,500; 31)$2,000.
Stop Presst!l.oan 32)$40,000.
Total Loans: $1,182,650.00.

GRAND TOTAL.: $2,602,028.90.

words of Encouragement from Lovers of God:
1. Take heart, dear Pastor,

‘Tis not time to fluster,

The Lord is at hand,

ANnxious moments to amend.

we have Christtmas Eve -
Love-offerings we'll give!
Chinese New Year red packets
To fill our offering bags.
Bonuses and tithes,

Many are piling high.

Take heart, dear Pastor,
For nothing will hinder!
Those who love the Lord
Will give vet a lot.
— Koh Lynn
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2. “We truly appreciate ... and fully support all your
endeavours. God add His bountiful blessings to your
ministry.” — AF

3. *“The Lord has given me much. This is but a little that
| offer Him in return. Praise God from Whom all bless-
ings flow!”

4. MIf the Lord blesses us with good profits, then it is

only right for us to contribute back for the expansion

of His Kingdom. Praise God from whom all blessings
flow. Enclosed is my cheque for the sum of
$15,000.”

"we're blessed by God the Father with yet another

piece of land across the street. we'll endeavour with

His showers of blessing and grace to purchase the

Land. May you continue to be zealous for the Lord in

His Kingdom ...." — YAFer

6. Offering to the Lord a hard-earned sum, this mother
prays for the well-being of her son, on eve of en-
tering National Service.

gﬂ

SOUTH WEST ELEVATION
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THE HIGHER FACTOR OF GOD
7th January 1990

s we enter the New Year and Decade of the
A Nineties, we hear of forecasts of one sort or

another. Though the market will not be as brisk
as in 1989, the trend is still up insofar as Singapore is
concerned. And as the Chinese saying goes, “We make
the year's plans in spring”; we say to ourselves, “we will
do this or that.” Do not be so sure.

James says, “Go to now, ve that say, Today or to-
morrow we will go into such a city, and continue there a
year, and buy and sell, and get gain: wWhereas ye know
not what shall be on the morrow. For what is your life?
It is even a vapour that appeareth for a little time, and
then vanisheth away. For that ye ought to say, If the Lord
will, we shall live, and do this, or that. But now vye rejoice
in your boastings: all such rejoicing is evil. Therefore to
him that knoweth to do good, and doeth it not, to him it
is sin” (James 4:13-17). bon't forget the higher factor of
God in your plans. Corollary: Did you plan anything for
God? To wish one another a prosperous New Year, for
Christians, we must include “in the Lord” or “by the Lord.”

The Higher Factor of God in Our Favour

That the Vendor of 10 Gilstead Road has spontane-
ously extended the Date of Completion of Payment from
28 February to 30 April 1990 is due to the higher factor
of God in our favour.

with 16 weeks for a breather, the 1/4 million we had
to gather each week is now reduced to $162,500. To
make up this sum, we still need loans to bolster gifts.
Here's another promise from the Lord to those who lend
to His House, “He (the offerer) is ever mercitul and
lendeth; and his seed is blessed” (Ps. 37:26).

The higher factor of God in our favour for every
cheerful giver is: *And God is able to make all grace
abound toward you: that ye, always having all sufficiency
in all things, may abound to every good work: (As it is
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written, He hath dispersed abroad; he hath given to the
poor: his righteousness remaineth forever . . ." (Il Cor. 9:8,
9).

To the tither the prophet Malachi says, “Prove me
now herewith, saith the Lord of hosts, if 1 will not open
you the windows of heaven, and pour you out a bless-
ing, that there shall not be room enough to receive it”
(Mal. 3:10).

LAST WEEK'S GENERAL OFFERINGS:
*$6,519.00 (8.00 am); *$10,867.00 (10.30 am)

EXTENSION BUILDING FUND:

472)$795(WF); 473)$325(SS Pri. Dept): 474)$150;
475)$500; 476)$2,000; 477)$50; 478)$30: 479)$350:
480)$ 1,000(Servitor); 481)$635; 482)$1,000; 483)$200;
484)$5,000; 485)$5,000; 486)$12,000; 487)$1,500;
488)$50; 489)$55(Boxes); 490)$50; 491)$10,000:
492)$771.50(YF/YAF); 403)$2,000: 494)$2,000;
495)*$6,519; 496)*$10,867; 497)**$O 026; 498)$70:
490)$200; 500)$1,000; 501)$2,000; 502)$200; 503)$71;
504)$190; 505)$3,800; 506)$1,000: 507)$1,000(Pepsi);
508)$3,000; 509)$500(YF); 510)$240; 511)$12,000(New
Life BPC); 512)$1,000; 513)$100.

Total: $1,518,523.40.

Stop Press!

514)$50; 515)$25.30; 516)$400.

LOANS:
33)$2,000; 34)$10,000.
Total Loans: $1,194,650.00.

GRAND TOTAL: $2,713,173.40.

WATCHNIGHT SERVICE OFFERING:
**$59,026.

In Memoriam Caryn, infant daughter of Mr & Mrs Lee
Theng Kiat, went home to be with the Lord, 30 Dec. '89.
Funeral 31 Dec. was officiated by the pastor at CCK Prot-
estant Cemetery. “Safe in the arms of Jesus.”
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words of Encouragement from Lovers of God:

l.

9

Enclosed please find a cheque (US$2,000) for the
Lords service. I understand the Church is purchasing
some property — 1 hope everything goes well. —
Lifer in USA

This $10,000 cheque for EBF is on top of what |
have given at the outset. The Lord has prospered
me.

Pastor, I don't know much about words of encour-
agement but I know that our Lord has promised to
be with us His servants . . . Pastor, as we continue to
pray for the Church's new project, 1 believe the Lord
will be faithful to answer our prayer. — Regular visitor
(I enclose) an insignificant contribution to the millions.
May our Church continue to be a movement, not a
monument.

Your congregation has responded wonderfully to the
appeal for funds... I have no doubts that your
church will be able to meet your commitments in the
near future. My prayers are with you . . . — Elder ANng
Kheng Leng

Our Church Session, as an expression of our grati-
tude, decided to give $12,000.00 as a love-gift to our
Mother Church, for a share in Beulah Land. We will
channel all our collections for the first week of each
month in 1990 to our Mother Church. Enclosed is
also a cheque for $1,000 from a Session member.
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VISIT TO BATAM MISSION STATION
by Elder Eric Mahadevan
l14th January 1990

David and I, after attending the Kebaktian Indo-

nesia (Holy Communion) Service, left for Batam
from Finger Pier by the 6 pm launch. Batam is a fast-
growing tourist attraction made even more popular by
Singaporeans flocking in and out of the Island. The
launch ride was pleasant and comfortable, and in 30
minutes we were in Batam. This is much faster and has
less hassle than journeying to J. B.

Sister Roska Sihombing (the

young soprano who gave us ‘Prodi-

SINGAPORE gal Son, etc.) was at the jetty to
Semone
o

I ast Sunday, 7 January, Pastor Tow, Preacher J. P.

drive us to the mission station lo-
mwoonesia | cated in the Batamas Shipyard.
Gevss 4 This shipyard is on the west of the
< Island and is a half-hour's drive by

Rowm

car from the jetty. Batamas is a
1 hugh complex under construction
o by a Korean conglomerate. The Ko-
reans have set up a pleasant housing complex made up
of converted cargo containers. A large indigenous (Batak)
workforce lives in similar quarters nearby.

It is with these workers that Sister Roska has been
evangelising since January 1989. Hence our visit was on
their first anniversary and, together with two Korean cou-
ples, we were there to share their joy in the Anniversary
service.

This work was made possible by the kindness of the
Korean Church (who worship at Life Church). The work
that started with a handful has now about 25 attending
the service. Some of them are new converts, very enthu-
siastic and eager for Gods word. They sing lustily in
perfect harmony. Certainly, the doings of our Lord in this
mission station is a testimony of God honouring His
word, His servant and people. The faithful, consistent
sowing of the Gospel seed to such a workforce, bur-
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dened with uncertainty and in a harsh environment, is
proof of God's loving care, power and provision. The task
undertaken by Sis. Roska is commendable. This is a
challenge not only to FEBC students but also to all of us,
especially our fellowship groups. You should make an
effort to visit this mission field in Batam. We truly thank
the Lord for this visit which was made so comfortable by
the excellent Korean hospitality. Certainly this Judean
ministry of our Church in Batam has been also largely
due to our good connection with the Korean Church and
School that uses our premises. Kindness begets Kind-
ness. The next morning we were back in Singapore by
11.30 am. We thank the Lord for a safe return, for coming
back it was raining and our car experienced much diffi-
culty slithering through a muddy river of red earth! we
thank the Lord for preserving our lives, through this part
of pioneering evangelism.

A Family Camp on the Family

Every year we hold a Family Bible Camp somewhere
outside Singapore. Of recent memory was last year's at
Shah’s Beach Resort, Malacca and the year before last at
Tanjung Pinang. This year we're going to Awana Country
Club, Genting Highlands, 13-17 March. This year's theme
is on The Family.

This is an age of increasing divorces (over 10% in
Singapore) and broken homes, delinquent parents and
delinquent children. The higher our standard of living
materially, the lower is that standard spiritually. The trend
of imbalance is like see-sawing. See-sawing can be very
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traumatic when your partner suddenly backs off while
you are up in the air.

AS to our members’ homes, it seems few can escape
from having a black sheep here and a spotted lamb
there. Come up with us to Awana and bring your whole
family. We have a special speaker in Rev Carl Martin, of
Spring City, Pennsylvania, U.S.A., a good friend of Rev
Dan Ebert IllI. He is also my friend.

The Ministry of Encouragement

is everybody’s ministry, as manifested by those who
have spontaneously contributed a part to the column
“Words of Encouragement from Lovers of God.” 1 was
about to write on this subject when 1 came across Mark
R. Littleton's article in Reader's Digest, Jan. 'Q0, “The Fine
Art of Encouragement” - the right words at the right time
can work wonders. And he quotes Solomon: “Like apples
of gold in the settings of silver is a word spoken in right
circumstances” (Prou. 25:1). And do you know that while
our Lord gave face not so much as an inch to hypocrites,
he was full of commendation to those who sincerely
loved Him and served Him? What did He say of Mary of
Bethany who anointed Him? what did He remark about
those who earned 100% from the talents the Master had
given them? You who are leaders of the Church espe-
cially, have you said a kind word to some younger
brother? Commended a co-labourer who has made a
good effort? You preachers, when applying the sermon,
have you only admonition and no commendation?

Not only words of encouragement, but deeds also.
Solomon observes further and dictates: “withhold not
good from them to whom it is due when it is in the power
of thy hand to do. Say not unto thy neighbour, Go to, and
come again, and tomorrow | will give, when thou hast it
by thee” (Prou 3:27, 28). The story is told of a long line
of visitors to a sick brother in a hospital bed. Everyone of
the visitors prayed a long prayer for the patient’s recov-
ery. The last one did not pray, but handed him an enve-
lope that enclosed a $100 note. Whose visit encouraged
most? The Lord is similarly encouraged, I'm sure, when
there are those of His children that rush to His succour
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like Mary of Bethany, while the apostles looked askance
and criticised. Not only Mary but her sister Martha, who
served the Lord again and again, had found a place in
Jesus’ heart. What a ministry of encouragement! (Learn to
appreciate and say a Kind word sometimes!)

LAST WEEKS GENERAL OFFERINGS:
*$6,106 (8.00 am); *$14,819 (10.30 am)

EXTENSION BUILDING FUND:
517)$50; 518)$1,000; 519)$240(YF/YAF); 520)$100:
521)$100; 522)$150; 523)$1,030; 524)$40: 525)$930:
526)$815.75; 527)$658.20; 528)$50; 529)$69.85:
530)$1,000(Pepsi); 531)$40; 532)$300; 533)$530(Chinese
S.); 534)$500; 535)$3,000; 536)*$6,106; 537)*$14.819:
538)$200; 539)$1,150; 540)$2,500; 541)$300;
542)$1,000; 543)$25; 544)$114.

Total: $1,555,816.50.

LOANS:
35)85,000; 36)$2,000.
Total Loans: $1,241,650.00.

GRAND TOTAL: $2,797,466.50.
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THE HONGBAO AND WHAT IT MEANS
21 January 1990

ccording to “Chinese Custom and
Festivals in Singapore” published by
the Singapore Federation of Chinese 2
Clan Associations, the giving of hongbaos is
the most popular feature of Chinese New
Year, next to Mandarin oranges. Red is an
important colour to the Chinese because it
symbolises life, happiness and good luck. The custom of
giving hongbao to the young as well as to seniors signi-
fies the transmission of good wishes and good fortune.
The expression of good fortune is represented by the red
envelope that contains the money.

The Chinese use of red coincides with the Jewish
New Years use of the Blood of the Passover Lamb,
which is splashed over the lintel and door posts. It is this
red of the Lamb's Blood that preserves the life of the
inmates, for without this red sign, the Angel of the Lord
would enter and slay the firstborn. Let the red packets
we are giving and receiving this Chinese New Year re-
mind us of the life God has spared us from year to year,
with many attendant blessings from the Lamb of God,
our Lord Jesus Christ. If He did not die to pay for the
penalty of our sins and grant us life everlasting, all the
good wishes the hongbaos are supposed to bring us are
shortlived. Chinese New Year is meaningless when we
celebrate without any thought for Christ. Before you go
visiting during Chinese New Year, start out well by wor-
shipping at our traditional Combined Chinese New Year
Service, Saturday, 27 January, 8.00 am.

“What shall | render unto the Lord for all His benefits
toward me? | will take the cup of salvation, and call upon

the Name of the Lord. I will pay my vows unto the Lord
now in the presence of all His people” (Ps. 116:12-14).

A Parable from the Airport Travellator

Those of you who have flown out of Changi Airport
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have experienced the accelerated speed of forward
movement by walking on the Travellator. Suppose you
do it the reverse way, you will find your progress from 3
cut down to 1.

Our interest-free loans thrust us forward like the
travellator, but paying interest on bank loans, like walking
in reverse, will retard our financial power from 3 to 1 (i.e.,
if the travellators momentum is 1 and yours is 2).

In the event of our having to take a bank loan, say
for $1.5 million, at 6.5% interest, we will have to pay
$97,500 interest per year. Now, should our obligation on
say $2 million interest-free loans take us 3 years to clear,
we would have to pay nearly $300,000 on the bank loan,
plus the interest to be paid while clearing the bank loan
itself which might amount to $200,000. That is to say, we
will be burdened by $1/2 million interest. If we will give
and loan enough without taking a bank loan, this $1/2
million can be saved for Missions around the world, yea,
even hasten the coming of His Kingdom!

How can we avert this heavy burden that retards the
Gospel? Let everyone who cares to come and pray Fri-
day night meet at the Parsonage from 8.00 to 9.30 pm,
commencing 2 February 1990. Prayer changes things!

P.S. Although we have $2.8 million on paper, many
pledges have yet to be honoured. Then there is an av-
erage expenditure of $25,000 for the running of the
Church. This sum is taken from EBF, please notel

LAST WEEK'S GENERAL OFFERINGS:
*$6,430 (8.00 amy); *$9,334 (10.30 am)

EXTENSION BUILDING FUND:

545)$300; 546)$50; 547)$1,600(E Band); 548)S100;
549)$50; 550)$5,000; 551)$1,300; 552)$800; 553)$400:;
554)$930; 555)$1,000; 556)$100(Indonesian S.);
557)$1,456.69(Bethel BPC); 558)*$6,430; 559)*$9,334;
560)$50; 561)$1,010; 562)$500(Thai S.); 563)$18:
564)$600; 565)$12; 566)$S660(Children’'s Choir); 567)$50;
568)$95; 569)$190.

Total: $1,587,852.19.

Stop Press!

570)$2,500.
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LOANS:
37)55,000.
Total Loans: $1,246,650.00.

GRAND TOTAL.: $2,834,502.19.

words of Encouragement from Lovers of God:

1. A Malaysian guest at FEBC Hostel writes: “We were
deeply touched by the love of our Lord manifested in
you all. Our spirits were revived ... Enclosed is a
small amount for buying the eye hospital.”

2. Praise God, this is my savings — a loan to the Lord
Jesus Christ toward Beulah, S$2,000. — a Sharonite

3. (Enclosed is a $2,000 hongbao,] my love-oftering tor
God's Extension Work. God bless you in His work.

what is Greater than a Fathers Love?

Message delivered by Rev. T. Tow over Radio Singa-
pore, Lords Day, 14 January, 6.30 pm

Text: Luke 15:11-24

There is a lament by the prophet Jeremiah for God's
rebellious children in the Old Testament, “The harvest is
past, the summer is ended, and we are not saved’ (Jer
8:20). This is 1990, the beginning of another year, and of
another decade. The eighties and our failures have be-
come history. But will there be a new beginning? Or are
we still in the grip of our sinful self? Are you a prodigal
son? a prodigal daughter? are you the black sheep of the
family? Are you playing truant from school? Are you
joining a gang? Are you now taking drugs?

The story of the Prodigal Son as told by our Lord
Jesus Christ is a marvellous revelation of the sinful nature
in each of us. But this is not all. The story has a happy
ending, The story is not complete until you read the sec-
ond part more carefully, to see the overwhelming love of
the father for his long-lost son.

Let us read again verses 20 to 24: “And he rose, and
came to his father. But when he was yet a great way off,
his father saw him, and had compassion, and ran, and
fell on his neck, and Kissed him. And the son said unto
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him, Father, 1 have sinned against heaven, and in thy
sight, and am no more worthy to be called thy son. But
the father said to his servants, Bring forth the best robe,
and put it on him: and put a ring on his hand, and shoes
on his feet: And bring hither the fatted calf, and Kill it; and
let us eat, and be merry: for this my son was dead, and
is alive again; he was lost, and is found. And they began
to be merry.”

If 1 should ask you how the prodigal son had come
to himself, how one so lost in sin, like sunken in a
quagmire, could pluck himself up, you will agree with me
this is due to his recollection of his fathers uplifting love.
Did he not say to himself, “How many hired servants of
my fathers have bread enough and to spare . . ." Not only
this recollection of his fathers ample provisions, but the
resolve to go home, “I will arise and go to my father . .
" How did he decide, after all, to return? The prayerful
longing of a fathers heart, as manifested in his running
from a great distance to receive his son is that remote yet
irresistible cause, I'm sure.

There is a saying, “The son of a praying mother
cannot be lost.” This was said of St. Augustine, how he,
a playboy son, was converted by his praying mother to
become a bishop. By corollary, the straying husband of
a praying wife must come home! In the story Jesus has
told, the lost son of a longing father must come back!
what is greater than the love of a father for his son? Dear
listener, what is greater than your fathers loving concern
for you? Oh, how he is praying for you to go home!

Let me give you a modern and living version of the
prodigal son. This modern prodigal son is Rev An Yohan,
or John An, a Korean pastor. He is 50 years old. He has
a Church to the Blind in Seoul and he publishes a Braille
Gospel magazine in Korean. He visited Singapore last
year, to appear before hundreds of his fans.

when John An was born, his pastor father dedicated
him to be a servant of God. But when he grew up and
achieved great success in his university education and
career 1o be a diplomat, he rebelled against his father. As
things turned out suddenly against him, for he became
blind soon after he had won an appointment with the
U.S. Army in California, then came the loving hand of
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God to lift him from darkest despair. God came to him
when he tried twice to commit suicide. As the Lord
showed His love to him step by step, the Blind Korean
Pastor, as he is now known, was returned to a life of a
hundred-fold usefulness. Now he can say, “Thank you
God for my blindness. When this body leaves the earth
my sight will be gone with it. wWith my new spiritual
eyesight, I am ready to obey your will and glorify your
name until the day you call me to heaven . . .” This state-
ment is taken from his autobiography that has gone
through 54 printings in Korea, making it the best seller.
Incidentally, the story of the Blind Korean Pastor that is
made into a Film will be shown at Life Church, Gilstead
Road, next Saturday, January 20, 7.45 pm for the 40th
and last showing before it is returned to Korea.

In this film story, you will see enacted the theme of
this radio message, “What is greater than a fathers love?”
Dear listener, are you also another modern version of the
prodigal son? Come back, come back to your loving
Heavenly Father who is longing for you, who is longing
for your return!

After the Prodigal Son's return, the Father made him
a big feast. He Killed a fatted calf, which is the highest
expression of honour to an invited guest, according to
the Jews. Does this not remind us of God sending His
Son Jesus Christ to die on the cross for our sins? “But
God commended His love toward us, in that while we
were yet sinners, Christ died for us” (Rom 5:8). Dear
listener, Christ has not only paid the penalty for your sin
by dying on the cross, He is able to save you by the
power of His resurrection. So the Bible continues, “For if
when we were enemies, we were reconciled to God by
the death of His Son, much more, being reconciled, we
shall by saved by His life” (Rom 5:10). We have the
testimonies of drug addicts cured once for all, never to
g0 back to their old ways, by trusting in our Saviour
Jesus Christ. Why won't you come to Him today? He can
cure you and save you to the uttermost! (In conclusion,
read John 3:16-21.)
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BEHOLD HE COMES! WHY BUILD?
(by Rev Timothy Tow at the Sunset Gospel Hour,
Calvary Pandan, 14 January 1990)
28 January 1990

ext: Luke 19:11-26
“Behold He comes! why build?" Apparently,

the person who talks like that queries building
God's House, while he is subconsciously building his
ownl!

In the Sunset Gospel Watchman the background of
this statement is clarified: “Today, Life Church is com-
mitted to a S$7 million fund-raising project to acquire a
property across the road from its present premises.
Question: What is the rationale for this huge expenditure?
what if the Lord should return next year?

So, the person who says, “Behold He comes!” is
thinking of the Lord's Return in terms of a year or two.
when 1 was a student in Nanking, a Pentecostal
missionary asked me how long my seminary training was
to be. When 1 said, three years, he replied, “Too long!
Christ is coming real soon. Go out and preach.” That was
1946.

Behold He comes! But while we believe that Christ's
return is even at the door, we must not speak beyond
our puny knowledge. Remember Calvin's three rules of
humility in the study of theology? We know, and yet, we
do not know! That is to say, while signs of the times
point to His imminent return, we must never presume to
speak beyond our human limitations. To the disciples,
who were curious to know how soon Christ would re-
establish Israel, He said, “It is not for you to know the
times or the seasons, which the Father hath put in His
own power’ (Acts 1:7). To emphasise the futility of date
setting (one Dr Chan Kai Lok had predicted Christ would
return between 1986 and 1988), our Lord declared, “But
of that day and that hour knoweth no man, no, not the
angels in heave, neither the Son, but the Father” (Mark
13:32).

In regard to Christ's Second Coming, we, being serv-
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ants, are enjoined in parable after parable to be at the
ready. In Luke 12:35, 36, Jesus says, “Let your loins be
girded about, and your lights burning; And ye yourselves
like unto men that wait for their lord, when he will return
from the wedding; that when he cometh and knocketh,
they may open unto him immediately.” We are to be at
the alert, waiting to hear the Master return and ring the
door bell and open to Him immediately. Are you pre-
pared for His coming? When He comes will you be re-
warded or will you be embarrassed, yea, even fearful,
because you have no account to render? Can you say for
sure you arc saved? Your sins forgiven?

While Jesus tarries, we have one job on earth to do,
apart from preparing ourselves to meet Him without
shame, and that is to “Occupy till I come.” The parable we
read in Luke 19, very similar to that given in Matthew
25:14-30, is trade wisely with the money He has given
us. That is to say, the Church is like a business enterprise
that must be run daily with a view to profit, and more
profit for the Master. Thus the first two servants who
made great gains were highly commended, but the third
one who wrapped up the money committed to him for
trading and made no progress was condemned. In fact,
with inflation on, what was returned had shrunk almost to
nothing. Have you wasted the Lords talent by being an
armchair Christian? With folded arms and idle talk?

Life Church, by Gods grace, is blessed with ten
services every Lords Day, wherein seven languages are
used. The congestions on the limited Church grounds —
men, women, children crowding one another, and cars
bumper to bumper — pose a crying need for expansion
and extension. Two years ago we tried to acquire land
obliquely across the street at a good price, but the deal
was overtaken by a developer who paid $15 more per
square foot. He is now building on this property a 17-
storey condominium. As we perceived it was the Higher
Hand of God overruling, we acquiesced, we submitted to
His Sovereign will.

Now, the Eye Clinic property at No. 10 Gilstead Road
that sits right opposite us is deemed by realtors a much
better deal because it has marriage value. At $240 per
sq. ft., this price is good market value. For us it is
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priceless since it is “married” to our Church-College-
Kindergarten Complex. What price, a wife?

The purchase of the Eye Clinic property which we
now rename Beulah Land (Beulah means married) will
ecase this present congestion. Our growing Sunday
School with over 400 will be the first to flow across the
road. Life Church has a half-dozen Fellowships. Several
of these having no room of their own will each claim one.
Far Eastern Bible College, which is expanding as never
before, will find great relief by being housed in the new
premises. Staff workers, quartered in the same building,
can minister directly to the needs of the congregation.
Besides, there is need of a proper sanctuary for the
Chinese Service, and bigger meeting halls for the other
vernacular services. The acquisition of the Beulah Land
is definitely in the spirit of the Lord's Business of growth
and expansion.

If it is said that such a big sum as S$7 million is a
burden on the Lord's people, my answer is, it all depends
on whether there is the will to acquire and extend. Now,
there were the Jewish Returnees from Babylon who had
left off building the Second Temple for fifteen years, while
they built and decorated their own houses. The Lord was
displeased with these who knew only to feather their
own nests. So He rebuked them through Haggai the
prophet: “Now therefore thus saith the Lord of hosts;
Consider your ways. Ye have sown much, and bring in
little: . . . and he that earneth wages earneth wages to put
it into a bag with holes” (Haggai 1:5, 6). In fact the Jews
had money aplenty, but they thought what they earned
belonged to themselves. Today, there are Church
members who think the Lord owes them a living and
growl at any Church project that needs their support. To
justify their highmindedness they complain the project is
too costly. Let us find some cheaper property to save the
Lord money, they say!

Whatever money we have is not ours by right. We
are mere stewards. Therefore the Lord declares through
Haggai again: “The silver is mine, and the gold is mine,
saith the Lord of hosts” (Haggai 2:8). Now, the Lord
requires from us not what we have not but what we
have. It is an immediate love-giving plan and not a future
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faith-promise plan as propounded by a pastor of a
Toronto church. That immediate love-giving plan is most
genial from the hand of a gracious Heavenly Father, who
by Malachi asks of us only one-tenth. Don't keep back
that sacred tenth, which if we do, is robbing God! (Mal.
3:8).

In business enterprise there is constant expansion.
The trend today is multi-national and international cor-
porations. When we develop and expand the work of the
Church, the next step is missions — into all the world. By
God's grace our B-P Churches are missionminded
churches. Life Church, in taking over Beulah Land across
the street, can only develop more mission stations be-
yond our shores. We cannot use it solely for ourselves.
This is "occupying till He comes,” for much more money
will be required in the days ahead to pay off our interest-
free loans. By not paying bank interest, our mission
projects will be carried on smoothly without fiscal re-
straint. The rationale of spending S$7 million is a most
cost-effective expenditure, in harmony with the Lords
enterprising spirit.

Behold He comes, Why Build?

Behold He comes, so let us build faster!

LAST WEEK'S GENERAL OFFERINGS:
*$5,388 (8.00 amy); *$16,769 (10.30 am)

EXTENSION BUILDING FUND:

571)$525(AF); 572)$1,000; 573)$190(BOXeES);
574)$50(Boxes, K. Sawit); 575)$1,000; 576)$500:
577)$1,000; 578)$574; 579)$635; 580)$3,000(AF);
581)$300; 582)$100; 583)$5,000(Choir); 584)$500:
585)$2,000; 586)$50; 587)$200; 588)$200; 589)$5,000:
590)$300; 591)$351(Child. Ministry); 592)$500; 593)$410:;
594)*$5,388; 595)*$16,769; 596)$19,000; 597)$500.
Total: $1,655,394.

Stop Press

5908)s1,000; 599)$50.

LOANS:
38)$5,000; 39)$2,000(Choir).
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Total Loans: $1,253,650.

GRAND TOTAL: $2,909,044.19.
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“THE TRIBULATION IS NOT FOR CHRISTIANS"
(Synopsis of message by Rev T. Tow
at sunset Gospel Hour,
Calvary Pandan B-P Church, 28 January 1990)

4 February 1990

r I N\ o this statement, I'd like to end with a Question
MarK (?). That is to say, there is an area of igno-
rance to each of the three views generally held by

Bible students of Eschatology (the Doctrine of Last

Things). The Sunset Gospel Watchman of 23 Dec. 1989

puts it this way: “What is the ‘Tribulation? What will hap-

pen during the Tribulation? Must Christians go through it?

What is ‘Pre-Trib,” ‘Post-Trib” and ‘Mid-Trib? Come and find

out for yourself.”

Although there are those who hold strongly to each
of the three views above-stated, the principle of humility
thrice averred by Calvin should deflate our ego some-
what. If this will not bring us down from our dizzy
heights, then let us hear from the mouth of the Son of
God. “But of that day and that hour, knoweth no man, no,
not the angels which are in heaven, neither the Son, but
the Father” (Mark 13:32). In things divine, the first law of
hermeneutics (science of interpretation), | say, is, “1 don't
Knowism.”

To be true to the Lord and to our own selves, it
behoves us, therefore, to be charitable to those who take
a different position from us. At Far Eastern Bible College
we are careful not to fall into a dogmatism of futility,
inasmuch as it is reiterated by our Lord, “It is not for you
to know the times or the seasons, which the Father hath
put in His own power” (Acts 1:7).

For the purpose of tonight's presentation, a certain
amount of definition is necessary. Among Bible students
it is agreed that in the end-times, there will be a super
world-ruler who will flourish for one week, or seven
years. This period is generally called “Tribulation Week”
(Daniel 9:27), the last seven years of Gentile rule before
Christ destroys it and brings in the Thousand Years of
Peace on earth.
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Now, if we study the Book of Revelation, those who
hold to the Pre-Tribulation position identify the Rapture of
Christians as taking place at Rev. 4:1, "After this I looked,
and behold, a door was opened in heaven: and the first
voice which I heard was as it were of a trumpet talking
to me: which said, Come up hither...." Scofield com-
ments, “This call seems clearly to indicate the fulfilment
of 1 Thess. 4:14-17. The word ‘church’ does not again
occur in the Revelation till all is fulfilled.” 1 leave it t0 you
to decide whether the Rapture does occur at this point.

The Post-Tribulation position holds the Rapture to
occur in Revelation 19, with Matt. 24:27-31, ctc., as its
support. In this case, the Rapture occurs almost simul-
taneously as Christ descends to earth. When asked how
long after the Rapture would Christians come down with
Christ, one student who held the Post-trib position re-
plied, “Five minutes!” - 1 can still hear the roar of laughter
from my seminary days!

The Mid-Tribulation position identifies the Rapture as
occuring at Rev. 11:15-18, coinciding with the rising of
the Two Witnesses, 3 1/2 days after being Killed by the
Reast, when “they ascended to heaven in a cloud.” The
seventh angel who sounds the trumpet (v. 15) coincides
with the last trump of I Cor. 15:52. “But in the days of the
voice of the seventh angel, when he shall begin to
sound, the mystery of God should be finished, as He
hath declared to His servants the prophets” (Reu 10:7).
This coincides with | Thess 4:16, 17 where the trump(et)
of God is mentioned again. “The mystery of God’ that
*should be finished” is the ‘mystery” of the “fulness of the
Gentiles be come in,” the *mystery” of the number of
Gentiles that should be saved, known only to God. This
is Dr Buswell's position, which | have studied together
with the Pre-Trib and Post-Trib positions presented at
Faith Seminary, and 1 hold to the Mid-Trib position. But,
vielding to what I'd like to call “the second law of
hermeneutics,” namely, “I part-knowism,” from Paul's “For
we know in part and prophesy in part” (I Cor. 13:9), | have
charity to my brethren who hold either of the two other
positions. Let me say it again for future generations: This
is the charitable position of Far Eastern Bible College.

Brethren, the coming of the Lord is at the very door.
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The crumbling of communism in Eastern Europe heralds
the coming of the Super World Ruler and the End. More
important than these theological viewpoints is your po-
sition before Christ, who shall judge “the quick and the
dead,” “for we must all appear before the judgment seat
of Christ, that every one may receive the things done in
his body, according to that he hath done, whether it be
good or bad. Knowing therefore the terror of the Lord, we
persuade men . . " (I Cor. 5:10, 11).

Three passengers are intended on a flight to London.
while two are arguing about the time-table, the other one
secures his ticket. when the time to fly comes, who goes
up, the two with time-tables or the one with ticket?

“The Tribulation is not for Christians” is best stated
with a Question Mark (?). But the Rapture of Christians
must include me without question! Can you say that?
‘Behold, He cometh with clouds, and every eye shall
behold Him, and they also which pierced Him: and all
kindreds of the earth shall wail because of Him.” Even so,
Amen.

In Memoriam
Mrs Lim Hong Hock

Mrs Lim Hong Hock is now in glory when the Lord
took her peacefully at the ripe old age of 82 on Chinese
New Years Day, 27 January 1990.

Mrs Lim, together with her husband Elder Lim Hong
Hock and three children, Evelyn, Ruth and Edmund, are
founder members of Life B-P Church. When the first
Prayer Meeting was held the wednesday night after 20
October 1950 at Prinsep Street Life Church, Evelyn and
Ruth were there. This Prayer Meeting was advanced to
Tuesday, when a Friday night Family Worship was in-
stituted. The venue of Prayer then shifted to the home of
the Lims at Hooper Road.

1960 saw Life Church begin earth-filling operations at
Gilstead Road because the land, now beautifully built up,
was three to four feet below its present level. Elder Lim
Hong Hock would join Elder Heng Mui Kiah to supervise
the earth-filling work. At the height of this labour of love,
Elder Lim suddenly took ill, was admitted to General
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Hospital and called home 11 September 1960. Neverthe-
less, his name as one of four trustees of our Gilstead
Road property is perpetuated in the B-P Church Maga-
zine, 1950 - 1971.

For thirty years after her husbands departure, Mrs
Lim Hong Hock continued to serve the Lord in her ca-
pacity as mother and grandmother. And she has been
well taken care of by daughter Ruth and Ruth's husband
Dr Andrew Heng. Her presence in the house as grandma
has blessed each one of the grandchildren. She has also
played a part in bringing the family servant to Christ.

Elder Lim Hong Hock is one of several sons of Pa-
triarch Lim Nee Tiew, a convert of the English Presby-
terian Mission to Swatow, South China. In 1881 Lim Nee
Tiew was brought to Singapore by Rev John A. B. Cook,
first EP missionary to Singapore and Malaya, as his valet.
As the Lord prospered His servant, Patriarch Lim Nee
Tiew found a place in the Teochew Christian Colony,
which still exists today, around the present Glory Pres-
byterian Church, Bukit Timah.

Mrs Lim Hong HocK's part as one of the roots of Life
B-P Church is hereby recorded for the younger gen-
erations.

“Look unto the Rock whence ye are hewn,

And to the hole of the pit whence ye are digged”

(Isa. 51:1)

BEHOLD, BEHOLD, THE SON OF GOD IS COMING
AGAIN!

Behold, behold, the Son of God is coming again!

with thousands angels and saints, (x2)

He comes, He comes, He comes in clouds of heavn
To judge the world.

Awake, awake, you children of men, awake, awake! (x2)
Prepare now to meet the Lord, (X2)

He comes, He comes, He comes in clouds of heavn
To judge the world.

Behold, behold, the Son of God is coming again! (x2)
with thousands angels and saints, (x2)
Believe, believe, believe in Him just now
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And youll be saved.

EXTENSION BUILDING FUND:

600)$40; 601)$100; 602)$2,000; 603)$70; 604)$500(Child.
Choir); 605)$50: 606)$1,000; 607)$70: 608)$300:
600)$100; 610)$584(K. Sawit); 611)$37; 612)$200:
613)$500; 614)$100; 615)$580; 616)$4,488(Chinese N.
Year); 617)$200; 618)$1,488.83(BPCWA); 619)$288:
620)$2,500; 621)$200; 622)$500; 623)$200; 624)$1,000:
625)$1,000; 626)$800; 627)5$1,200; 628)$2,800:
629)$1,260: 630)$770; 631)*$8,007: 632)*$14,612.
Total: $1,704,079.02.

Stop Press!

633)$2,000; 634)$500.

LOANS:

40)$20,000; 41)$12,000.
Total LLoans: $1,285,650
Stop Stop Press!

635) USS$S495 (New York).

GRAND TOTAL.: $2,989,729.02.
OFFERINGS FOR:

Charles S. $200, $132; Colin W. $400; J. P. David $200;
Jemima T./Jeffrey K. $390.
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11 February 1990

column rise rather sharply to $3.17 million. Praise
the Lord! But with only 12 more weeks to go, and

another slightly over $2 million to bring before the Lord,
this means we need to see $175,000 come in every
week. One young teen writes on his (or her) hongbao: *l
believe in miracles. With God nothing is impossible.” But
it God is going to do it, we must the more seek His help.
Pray, Pray, pray! Will you pray everyday for Beulah Land?
Will you come Tuesday night? Will you come specially
Friday Night to pray at the parsonage? This is our only
way!

To enlighten our understanding on building God's
House, | cull from our Weekly dated 13 March 1983 this
short exposition by Rev Frank Mood of the USA. He
writes:

I " rom the financial report you will see this week’s

Building the Church

The Bible gives many directions about building the
work of the Lord. I Chronicles 29 deals with our attitude
toward the work before us. Verse 1 gives the picture.
“The workK is great: for the palace is not for man, but for
the Lord God.” David says it is “great.” We are doing a
work which is not some run-of-the-mill work, not an eve-
ryday job, not a common thing, not a routine event, but
‘it is a great worK.” This makes it something very special
and outstanding, something that demands our very best.

Building the Church requires that we give our best.
The best of our time, the best of our years, the best of
our life, the best of our efforts, the best of our talents, the
best of everything. I cannot be sloppy and careless in
building the Church; it demands my best. I must be
precise and exact, it must be the best | can give and do.

The greatness that demands so much in building
Churches is found in the fact that “it is not for men, but for
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the Lord God.” This shapes my whole concept concern-
ing the building of the Church. The work that I am called
upon to perform is not something for man and his
standard. It reaches far above the level of man to the
very peak of perfection. It is “for the Lord God."” And the
Lord God is holy and His house is holy (v. 3). When we
realised this aspect, then our attitude falls into its proper
place. Then Church building supercedes everything else, it
becomes a great work, the greatest work in all the world.
It must come first and it calls forth my best in meeting
God's holy standard.

David knew the greatness of the work and gave his
best, his all. He says, “I have prepared with all my might
for the house of my God” (v. 2). It was a personal work
for his God that required the preparation for building with
all his *might,” his wisdom, his abilities, his time, his
wealth, his all. It was always the pre-eminent thing in his
life.

Again, David says, “I have set my dffection to the
house of my God” David's heart belonged to God and that
is where his treasure was. “l have of my own proper
good . .. given to the house of my God over and above
that which | have prepared for the holy house” (v. 3). In
the vernacular of today, we could say that David was all
wrapped up in the work of building the Church. It is this
attention 1 give to this important work that soon reveals
if my attitude is right or wrong.

May we realise that building Churches is a great work
that we are not labouring for men and their praise, but we
are working for the Lord God and He is holy. If this is our
attitude, then we can proceed with the work of building
true Churches.

Ministry at Rawang and Muar

This Lords Day we are on the road again. wWe are
preaching at Rawang and Muar. We helped Rawang build
their Church in 1972. Today, they have established a
branch church at Bukit Gambir, 13 miles inland, where
crosses the new north-south super highway. From Bukit
Gambir to the headwaters of the Muar River, Rawang
Church has extended a Sunday School to Kundang Ulu.
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It was not in vain, building Rawang Church.

Today Rawang has reciprocated by loaning us a
sum from the accumulated Building Fund (for Bukit
Gambir). 1 am glad to hear further of their hongbao offer-
ing this Chinese New Year!

Muar B-P Church is founded by Rev Koa Keng wWoo,
one of FEBC's outstanding graduates. They have now
over 30 congregating, with a flourishing Sunday School.
Though a small church, they have also loaned us a sum.
Everywhere we go, those who have fellowship with us
show their support in a practical way.

Pray for us that fruit might be borme in these out-
stations, and pray for our safe return.

LAST WEEK'S GENERAL OFFERINGS:
*$3,975 (8.00 am); *$22,617 (10.30 am)
Bl. Korean Pastor Film: $421

EXTENSION BUILDING FUND:

636)$1,000; 637)$2,000 638)$500(Changi Mission Chap.);
639)$565(Boxes): 640)$600(Child. Choir); 641)$100;
642)$50; 643)$50; 644)$50; 645)$S450(WF); 646)$ 100;
647)$50; 648)$770; 649)$1,030; 650)$400; 651)S1,000;
652)$1,230(Chinese S.); 653)*$3,975; 654)*$22,617.
Total: $1,744,031.77.

Stop Press:

655)$1,000; 656)$70; 657)$195.

LOANS:
42)$30,000; 43)$100,000; 44)$5,000.
Total Loans: $1,420,650.00.

GRAND TOTAL.: $3,164,681.77.
words of Encouragement from Lovers of God:

1. Enclosed herewith my cheque for $5,000 ($3,000
being my year-end bonus). Although this is but a small

amount, I'll continue to do my utmost to empty my all for
the Lord. I count it a privilege to be able to have a share
in God's investment. . . . I'll see you the moment I acquire

some more funds.
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2. The Lord is on our side, and He will surely make a
way for us and see us through. This huge sum that is
before us, He will size it down and make it easier for us
to bear - as He has promised - “my yoke is EASY and my
burden is LIGHT.” . . . Enclosed is a small sum which we
wish to loan to Beulah Land. This money was meant for
the purchase of a family car. As the present car, though
10 yrs old, is still serviceable, we have decided not to
scrap it but use it for the next 3 or more years. SO we can
now make use of the money for a more urgent purpose
- Beulah Land. We are praying for Beulah Land daily.

3. | have here $100 for the EBF from the pay increase
from my recent rank promotion. I thank God for His
mercy and goodness and especially for granting safety
during my NS training in 1989. 1 hope my humble contri-
bution will go a long way in the extension of God's
Kingdom and may it also encourage others to give cheer-
fully and willingly.

4. We are pleased to give back this portion of the Lord's
blessings to Him at this time. I's not because we have in
excess, but rather we are concerned about the growth of
His Kingdom on earth. wWe are sorry we cannot do much.
But will continue to pray.



XX

“EXCEPT THE LORD..."
18 February 1990

“ .. build the house, they labour in

vain that build it" (Ps. 127). These
{nm T words for Solomon could come
%’ from none other than his illustrious

Q{;}; >3 father David. Speaking from the

Blessing Nathan the prophet had
conferred on him by the Word of the Lord, he has a gem
of encouragement for lovers of God in and beyond our
Church too.

In I Samuel 7 we read of the background of Psalm
127. viz., Davids holy desire to build God's House. This
heart-worship so pleased God that He sent Nathan with
this “hongbao”: “Also the Lord telleth thee that He will
make thee an house . .. I will set up thy seed after thee,
which shall proceed out of thy bowels, and I will estab-
lish his kingdom” (II Sam. 7:11,12).

Dear Reader, you have done your utmost to build
God's House in Beulah Land. It is not the amount, but the
amount in proportion to what you have (not what you
have not) that is noted of the Lord. It is also the motive
behind the act that counts — solely to worship the Lord,
for His glory (not for ours). You have encouraged the
Lord, the Lord encourages you! The Lord bless you who
have given or loaned according to the promise He has
given Davids household. May the chiefest blessing be
yours, that is, your children who will grow up to honour
you and be a joy to you in your advancing age.

“‘EBENEZER”

This word from Samuel means “Stone of Help.”
which testifies, “Hitherto hath the Lord helped us.” The
background of these words is the Lords deliverance of
Israel from the Philistines in the nick of time by thunder-
ing “with a great thunder.”

Hiterto, the Lord has also helped us, and has He not
spoken loud enough with the many gifts and loans
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spontaneously showered upon our Church? For example,
a couple newly joining our Church but for four weeks or
months give the pastor a cheque for $4,000 for Beulah
Land as they shook his hand under the Jesus Saves gate.
These are those who leave each service with gladsome
heart for the saving grace they have found in His House.
(Another Ebenezer blessing is a $10,000 loan just come
to hand from a Sharon BPC couple).

Lovers of God, let us therefore pursue with all dili-
gence this project of God. This is the spirit that brings

glory to Him: “I'll continue to do my utmost to empty my
all for the Lord. I count it is a privilege to be able to have
a share in Gods investment. . .. Il see you the moment

I acquire some more funds” (from last Week's column).
There's always a Mary of Bethany to cheer our Lord in
His ministry, who for our sakes has made Himself poor!

Behold, as | conclude this paragraph, here comes a
loan of $70,000 from another Mary, an old-timer Lifer.
Attached are words of encouragement she's received
from the Lord for other lovers of God. She writes:

It would be great, it would be great!

Every loan or gift, be it small or big,

Placed in His Hand . . . we'll succeed, we'll succeed.

Little drops of water, little grains of sand
Make the mighty ocean and the pleasant land;
So may our gifts increase by Your helping Hand.

What Greater Gospel Outreach Than by
YAF'S Film Ministry?

The effectiveness of such a ministry
has been proven by the sustaining
— / power of the Blind Korean Pastor
oyb through 40 showings during the last
] ™ year. And, lo and behold, the 41st
showing will come to Hermon BPC,
Saturday, 10 March, at the Boys' Brigade Headquarters,
Convent Garden, Ganges Avenue.
The showing of “Flame in the wind” with Dr Bob Jones
appearing in person drew about 350 to Gilstead Road
Jast Thursday night. Many who saw were first-timers. This
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film is no fiction, but a true re-enactment of the Inquisi-
tion. The darkness of that foul system, the burning at the
stake of those who owned a Bible, may not prevail to-
day, but the priestcraft in auricular confession, prayers for
the dead and indulgences remain to strangle the souls of
men, all the same. Praise the Lord, the way of salvation
in Jesus Christ alone was made as bright as the noonday
sun in the said film. Dear Reader, have you received
Christ as your Saviour since seeing “Flame in the wind™?

Owing to the breakdown of the projector the other
night, the “Years of the Beast” was postponed. Wait for
the coming announcement to make good the showing of
this timely film. The “Years of the Beast,” the Seven Years
of Super-Dictator rule over Europe (the revived Roman
Empire) before our Lord's Return is looming large with the
collapse of Communism in Eastern Europe. German
Reunification augurs not peace but trouble. Uncertainty is
the current word of politicians both West and East. we
see in all these changes the inevitability and nearness of
Christ's coming.

Wwhat can better awaken a slumbering Laodicean
Church from this sleep of death? What can better infuse
the Gospel into masses of confused souls than Jesus
Christ offered through the silver screen! Dr Bob Jones
commented, “Paul would have used TV and the screen
to preach the Gospel were he living today.” Finally, a
word of commendation to our YAFers and the PA sys-
tems engineers! Amen.

LAST WEEKS GENERAL OFFERINGS:
*$3,873 (8.00 am); *$21,154 (10.30 am)

EXTENSION BUILDING FUND:

658)$6,127.20; 659)$1,000; 660)$100; 661)$5,000;
662)$50; 663)$200; 664)$517.70; 665)$1,000; 666)S$S200;
667)$50; 668)$1,000(SS Jr Dept); 669)$50; 670)$800;
671)$260; 672)$5400; 673)$300; 674)$300;
675)$4,500(FEK); 676)*$3,873; 677)*$21,154;
678)$30(BoXeSs).

Total: $1,792,208.67.

Stop Press!

679)$1,000.
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LLOANS:
45)$10,000; 46)$70,000.
Total Loans: $1,500,650.

GRAND TOTAL: $3,292,858.G67.

Beulah Land Latest Ms. Lim Li our solicitor advises that
“approval to purchase” No. 10 Gilstead Road was granted
12 February 1990 by the Controller of Residential Prop-
erties. Calling all pledges of gifts and loans! Please “bring
them in” before April 15!

At the rate we are going, we would need a bank loan of
S1 million. At 7%, to clear the loan in 3 years, we would
have to pay $210,000 interest. You who now rally to the
Lords help, according to Deborah in Judges 5, will be
doubly blessed! Every extra dollar you give now is worth
S1.21!

Life Church Bible Camp, March 1990: Today is the last
day of registration for this camp. we will not be able to
arrange travel to Awana for those registering late. So, get
your camp forms from the Church Information Counter
and submit them today!

Words of Encouragement from Lovers of God:

1.  Thank you for your letter. Has it really happened that
youve got the Eye Clinic across the street near you?
Congratulations! And I am just sending like the wid-
ow's “farthing” my gift to the Alma Mater for excellent
help!

2. (We are) a new and small congregation. We are un-
able to help in big ways. Last Sunday we collected
$517.70 for our Mission Offering in support of your
building project.

3.  I'would like to make a love-offering of us$10,000 in
Miss Alice Doo’s name as a token of her appreciation
for the kindness and love that she had received from
her relatives during her earthly years.

4. My husband has just ventured into his own business
and we are ... committing this business unto the
Lord. Lord willing, we are pledging 10% of our share
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of the profits annually to the Life Church Missionary
Fund.

5. Enclosed is a cheque of $15,000 for the building of
God's house. As Christians, we are able to give
cheerfully without worrying about our future needs or
contingencies.

BEHOLD, BEHOLD, THE SON OF QOD IS COMING AGAIN
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“IT" 1S BETTER TO TRUST IN THE LORD
THAN TO PUT CONFIDENCE IN PRINCES” (Ps. 118:9)
25 February 1990

here’'s a Chinese saying, “As you grow old, thus
you Know-so,” meaning to say, you are surprised

by new experiences even in your old age.
Though I know Ps. 118:9 full well, | have learned in the
present Building Fund struggle many a new lesson. Our
Fund is not built by the mighty and doughty, but by the
lowly and loving!

AS you know, our EBF's increase has slowed down
quite a lot after Chinese New Year. At the rate we are
going, | estimated in the last wWeekly we might have to
take a $1 million bank loan. Hopefully paying off the sum
in 3 years, on top of an estimated $2 Million free loans,
we would require expenditure of $210,000 on bank in-
terest alone. (But my grandpa taught me never to pay
interest.)

Reading this and of the extra dollar to make the
million, if given now, to be equal to $1.21, a brother
phoned me, “I'd like to loan $5,000 plus a gift of $1,500
to encourage your heart.” This call came 15 minutes
before 1 went downstairs to teach the Calvin & Psalms
classes. 1.0, and behold, when | finished the Calvin class,
a smiling sister put into my hand an envelope with a
$20,000 cheque. But | must not forget another envelope
of $1,000 given by a new Lifer through an FEBC student
the early morning of the same day. Oh yes, at the In-
formation Counter the previous Sunday morning, another
sister cheered me, “Next Lords Day Il bring a loan of
$5,000." All these sums have not come from “princes,”
but from the lowly and loving Marys of Bethany, and from
one to be counted with Mary's brother.

The Real Fight is On!

with only 9 more Sundays left before
completing payment of $6.95 million plus
3% tax, we must all arise — the real fight is
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